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With his eye for 
creative detail, 
director Neill 
Blomkamp 
provides us 
with a colorful 
look into his 
dark, twisted 
version of fan-
tasy while tackling major scien-
tifi c issues.
ARTS & STYLE 17
Chappie charms viewers but 
fails critics (p. 17)
Researchers 
and engineers 
have tested 
prosthetics op-
erated through 
brainwaves. 
Th is is the fi rst 
bionic pros-
thetic using 
this principle, 
paving the way for further re-
search into this blossoming fi eld.
SCIENCE & TECH 21
Bionic arms controlled by 
neural interactions (p. 22)
In the NCAA 
Division III 
tournament, 
Baruch Col-
lege’s men’s 
and women’s 
teams played 
against the 
University of 
Scranton and Stevens Institute 
of Technology in the fi rst round, 
respectively.
SPORTS 24
Bearcats season ends after 
tough playoﬀ  losses (p. 24)
Activism is on 
the rise with 
celebrities us-
ing their Twit-
ters as well as 
awards show 
appearances to 
fi ght for certain 
human rights 
issues that have been prevalent, 
but have yet to gain enough trac-
tion to make a change.  
FEATURES 10
Celebrities use inﬂ uence for 
human rights issues (p. 12)
BY REYNALDO CARRASCO
SPORTS EDITOR
Its curiously rounded roof is intriguing enough on its own. Th e alarm-
ingly realistic statue waiting at its entrance is both unsettling and welcom-
ing. Even the rotating doors seem off beat, just enough so to disturb any-
one’s expectations of how they should work. 
A discerning eye can fi nd wonder in every nook and cranny of Ba-
ruch College’s Newman Vertical Campus. Its unorthodox construc-
tion may seem irritating at fi rst, but the VC has something for everyone 
to love. Th ere is, however, one pocket of Baruch’s chief campus that is 
particularly enchanting.
Summon an express elevator and will it to the eighth fl oor. Once there, 
make a beeline for the Writing Center. Stop just short of the entrance and 
make a left into the uncommonly intimate conference room. Step through 
the door and take it all in: the smell of brewing coff ee and freshly opened 
truffl  es in the air. 
Welcome to the Feit Interdisciplinary Seminar, one of the most intel-
lectually stimulating experiences off ered on campus. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
The practicality of drinking age in the US
Feit Seminar offered in Spanish 
for the first time in 30-year history
BY FRANK CORAZZA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
It is the undying question of 
underage American college stu-
dents: Why can I serve in the 
army, vote and marry, but not buy 
a beer? 
Th e fi rst legal-drink purchase 
marks a rite of passage for Ameri-
cans turning 21, and the consid-
eration of an appropriate legal 
drinking age is controversial.
Th e most recent legislation on 
drinking age was passed in 1984, 
when former President Ronald 
Reagan signed the National Mini-
mum Drinking Age Act prohibit-
ing people under 21 from pur-
chasing or publicly possessing 
alcohol. 
Social Greek clubs face uncertainty 
HAI YU | THE TICKER
Members of Baruch social Greek clubs met USG representatives at a closed meeting on Thursday, March 12. 
BY GABRIEL MARRERO
STAFF WRITER
On Tuesday, March 10, Art 
King, assistant vice president and 
dean of students at Baruch Col-
lege, held an open forum to dis-
cuss possible changes that he felt 
needed to be made for Greek life 
to continue to have an active role 
on campus. 
Th e meeting, which was at-
tended by members of various so-
cial Greek clubs at Baruch, would 
hopefully bring about the much 
sought-after discussion that both 
parties felt was needed. 
King’s presentation, during 
which he proposed substantial 
changes to mode of operation 
for social Greeks, was met with 
mixed feelings. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Paradigm Shifts 
brings together 
society and 
environment 
BY DAMLA BEK
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
Th e Baruch Performing Arts 
Center will play host to a globally, 
environmentally conscious fi lm 
and music festival spanning the 
course of two weekends. Para-
digm Shifts, coordinated by En-
compass New Opera Th eatre and 
the Environmental Education 
Fund, will pair fi lm screenings 
with live musical performances 
and artist talkbacks to highlight 
social issues and issues of sus-
tainability. 
Paradigm Shifts begins on 
Th ursday, March 19, and con-
tinues on weekends through 
March 29.
Encompass Opera is a Brook-
lyn-based theater company 
founded in 1975. According to its 
website, Encompass Opera works 
in “the creation, development 
and production of adventurous 
new music theatre and contem-
porary opera, as well as the re-
vival of important musical works 
by American and international 
composers.”
 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
HAI YU | THE TICKER
From left, professors Hedwig Feit and Lourdes Gil interact with students during a 
seminar on Thursday, March 12. The program is interdisciplinary in structure.
Teetotalism as choice, not obligation
BY AMRITA SANDHU
COPY CHIEF
Every hour is happy hour for 
the average college student, or so 
it seems. At fi rst glance, routine 
inebriation appears to be a com-
mon part of the college experi-
ence. In fact, research by the Na-
tional Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism reveals that over 
80 percent of college students 
drink alcohol. Take a closer look, 
however, and impressions of the 
so-called quintessential college 
lifestyle cease to exist.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
India’s Daughter premieres at Baruch
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
Director Leslee Udwin speaks to the 
audience after the screening.
BY RALPH SCHNEIDER AND AANCHAL SOMANI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER AND STAFF WRITER
On March 9, a host of infl uential 
people, including actor and activ-
ist Meryl Streep, converged on Ba-
ruch College’s Mason Hall for the 
U.S premiere of the documentary 
India’s Daughter, directed and pro-
duced by Leslee Udwin.  
Streep opened the event with 
a candle light vigil, surrounded by 
public fi gures including actors Fre-
ida Pinto, Dev Patel, Terry Th atcher 
and Dakota Fanning, singer Chris 
Martin and Nishi Kant, co-founder 
of Shakti Vahini. 
Th e documentary highlighted 
the events of Dec. 16, 2012, when 
a young woman named Jyoli Singh 
was raped in a moving bus by six 
men. She died six weeks later.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
As moratorium continues into new semester, membership dwindles
Dean Art King’s proposal estimates operational costs at $130K 
On March 10, 
Baruch Col-
lege’s Center 
for Corporate 
Integrity 
hosted Mark 
Hodak, ad-
junct professor 
of corporate 
governance at 
NYU. Th e talk focused on 19th 
and 20th century experiments in 
corporate social responsibility.
BUSINESS 7
Zicklin Center event on cor-
porate responsibility (p. 9)
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Th e New York State Senate 
and Assembly have rejected the 
New York State Cancer Services 
Program proposal for fund cuts 
from their one house budget res-
olution. If Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
15-percent cut is passed, more 
than 16,000 life saving cancer 
screenings will not happen. Th is 
would leave many in disarray as 
dying of cancer would become 
a larger problem when if one is 
living in poverty and is unable 
to receive services needed to 
continue their fi ght.
_________________________ 
Ohio will pilot a model simi-
lar to CUNY’s Accelerated Study 
in Associate Program in three 
of its community colleges: Cin-
cinnati State Technical and 
Community College, Cuyahoga 
Community College  and Lorain 
Country Community College. 
Th e state is aiming to recruit 
400 students for each program 
that will last at least three years, 
with students enrolling full time 
in exchange for free tuition and 
advising, much like ASAP. Th e 
pilot will target budgetary im-
plications, focusing on perfor-
mance-based systems based on 
outcome instead of input.
_________________________ 
As Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
continues to search for educa-
tion reforms, he should begin 
to consider making a proposal 
to provide part-time college stu-
dents with aid. Th ey make up 42 
percent of enrollees at the state’s 
36 public community colleges. 
A possible proposal would be to 
re-shape TAP, allowing students 
to take the number of credits 
they can handle, much like the 
federal Pell Grant system. Th is 
would shadow the changing 
landscape of college that is a 
mix of kids who recently gradu-
ated high school and adults 
who are trying to compete in a 
diverse economy. 
_________________________ 
With global warming intensi-
fying, studies have revealed that 
the changing weather may turn 
out to be good for the popula-
tion of gray whales. Due to the 
climate change, Arctic Sea ice is 
melting and sea levels are rising, 
which opens up a waterway. In 
theory, this opening will allow 
whales to move back from the 
Pacifi c. “Th ey could have trans-
formative impacts on existing 
ecosystems,” said Elizabeth Al-
ter, lead author of the study and 
professor of biology at the CUNY 
Graduate Center and York Col-
lege.
_________________________
Th e United States ranks last 
among 22 developing countries 
in a number of fi elds, high-
lighting the increasing gap U.S. 
millennials face between what 
STEM education off ers and the 
skills that employers are search-
ing for in the workforce. Con-
sumption of information should 
refl ect how kids absorb informa-
tion: in short chunks and online. 
Mandating a computer science 
class in all school systems is the 
fi rst step the nation can take to 
amend improvement.
_________________________
COMPILED BY 
EDWIN MOREL
N e w s  B r i e f s
BY MIGUEL SANCHEZ
STAFF WRITER
A statewide mandate on elec-
tronic prescriptions was delayed 
implementation by New York state 
legislation on Feb. 25, thus giving 
healthcare providers more time 
to comply with the law on drug 
prescriptions.
Th e bill was signed by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo on Friday, March 13.
Both the New York State Senate 
and Assembly voted unanimously 
to delay the mandate on e-pre-
scriptions up until March 27, 2016. 
Th e extension will allow medical 
practitioners to comply with the e-
prescription requirement and give 
Electronic Health Record vendors 
with market share the time to ac-
quire certifi cation from the Drug 
Enforcement Agency.
“Th ere are also numerous un-
answered questions pertaining to 
the e-prescribing readiness for pa-
tients in nursing homes. However, 
most importantly, the year exten-
sion ensures that all patients will 
continue receiving their needed 
medication without interruption,” 
said Andrew Kleinman, the presi-
dent of the Medical Society of the 
State of New York in an interview 
with Buff alo Business First.
Th e mandate aimed to remove 
errors and abuse in medical pre-
scriptions. It was created to pre-
vent misunderstood handwriting 
and prevent prescription fraud 
that could occur with stolen pre-
scription pads, improper use of 
medicines and doctor shopping, 
a method where patients go from 
doctor-to-doctor until one fi nally 
prescribes a drug. 
Physicians will use EHR to 
digitally track and monitor a pa-
tient’s medical history stored in a 
database that will be used to de-
termine if a patient can receive a 
prescription. If the patient’s EHR 
shows a pattern of abuse or doc-
tor shopping, then a physician 
can deny prescribing medicine to 
that patient.
Practitioners could face penal-
ties for lacking proper EHR docu-
mentation and records. Accord-
ing to HealthIT, Epic Systems is 
the most-used EHR vendor with 
16.7 percent of New York’s market 
share. It is not known whether Epic 
Systems is one of the EHR vendors 
without a certifi cate.
“Th ere are numerous logisti-
cal issues that still need to be re-
solved,” said Kleinman in an in-
terview with Long Island Business 
News. “If the software companies 
are not ready, the mandate cannot 
move forward.” 
Th e national average for phar-
macies with enabled EPCS readily 
available is 70 percent according 
to Surescripts, the nation’s largest 
e-prescription network that con-
nects prescribers in all 50 states. 
New York state pharmacy is below 
the national average, with 57.9 
percent of pharmacies that have 
enabled EPCS. New York reports 
2.30 percent of providers that have 
enabled EPCS, nearly half of the 
national average of 5 percent.    
Drug abuse is the fastest grow-
ing issue in the nation and has 
prompted the prescription drug-
monitoring program. New York 
was one of 35 states to have en-
tered the drug-monitoring pro-
gram back in 2008. Th e 2013 Sure-
scripts National Progress Report 
states there were 1.2 million emer-
gency department visits related to 
substance abuse in 2009.
Unanimous vote delays 
e-prescription mandate
FCC issues strict policies 
BY EDWIN MOREL
STAFF WRITER
With approximately four cable 
companies controlling the In-
ternet, Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
pushed for a stricter policy on net 
neutrality from the Federal Com-
munications Commission. 
In an op-ed on the Huffi  ngton 
Post, de Blasio had referred to 
the Internet as essential to eco-
nomic opportunity, comparing 
it to the importance of electricity 
in the 1800s. 
Big companies like Time War-
ner and Comcast have complete 
lock on broadband, giving them 
control of over half the nation’s 
broadband subscribers. De Blasio 
wants to implement stricter poli-
cies so that the Internet does not 
become “a luxury only available to 
the privileged few.”
He justifi ed this by the facet of 
opportunities that stricter poli-
cies would provide. Better ac-
cess to the Internet creates the 
opportunity of giving people 
service to connect in places like 
public libraries, which develop 
content but do not have the fi -
nancial resources to get high-
speed service. 
For many New Yorkers, as de 
Blasio pointed out, public schools 
and libraries may be the only 
place for them to connect to the 
Internet. Fair and open Internet 
access allows start up companies 
in New York to blossom, letting 
more people connect with the 
future of the growing tech sector 
in business.
“Small businesses added about 
two-thirds of all new jobs over the 
past decade and a half. We need 
to ensure that all businesses can 
come into existence, grow and 
thrive in New York City,” stated 
de Blasio. Last year, he had joined 
Oregon Mayor Charlie Hales and 
Mayor Edwin Lee of San Fran-
cisco to urge the FCC for stricter 
policies. 
While improvements can be 
seen as encouraging, many ana-
lysts say that it is not clear how 
smaller programs might grow 
when local budgets are tight 
and experience is mixed, ac-
cording to a report in Th e New 
York Times.
“Th ey would reclassify broad-
band as a telecommunications 
service,” said de Blasio. 
Endorsing these new rules 
provide level playing ground, 
which will protect consumers 
and innovation. Th ese rules will 
not ensure that competition will 
increase among smaller compa-
nies but will control large Inter-
net providers by placing strong 
regulations thus preventing 
market abuse.
Several people have doubted 
the impact stricter policies will 
have on bigger companies. While 
there is ample competition in low-
er-speed access, high-speed ser-
vice, defi ned by a download speed 
of 25 MB per second or higher, is 
only off ered by one choice of pro-
vider, according to the FCC. Th is 
threshold is what Tom Wheeler, 
chairman of the FCC, calls “‘table 
stakes’ in 21st century communi-
cations.”
Th e Progressive Policy Insti-
tute estimates that putting Inter-
net on a level fi eld with a phone 
service would trigger new taxes 
and fees up to $15 billion a year, 
including $67 for each wired ser-
vice and $72 for wireless in state 
and local taxes, according to a re-
port from Vern Buchanan, repre-
sentative from Florida. FCC Com-
missioner Ajit Pai compared the 
stricter policies to the Afordable 
Care Act, claiming it is “a solution 
that won’t work to a problem that 
doesn’t exist.” 
Future of Baruch Greek life hangs in the balance
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE
While some of the specifi cs of 
the dean’s plan such as a minimum 
chapter membership and GPA re-
quirements have yet to be fl eshed 
out, other points were far more de-
tailed. Th ese included a dedicated 
Greek life advisor who would help 
to oversee and monitor organiza-
tion activity, liability insurance 
to cover potential mishaps, and 
perhaps most surprising of all, a 
requirement that Greek clubs be 
able to fund themselves without 
student activity fees. 
Th e present diffi  culties for so-
cial Greeks at Baruch College start-
ed over a year ago, when on Dec. 9, 
2013, 19-year-old Baruch student 
Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng died 
after a hazing ritual at an unsanc-
tioned Pi Delta Psi pledging event 
left him with major brain trauma. 
In the aftermath of the tragedy, 
Baruch introduced several re-
strictions on Greek clubs on cam-
pus. And a tighter eye the college 
has kept, much to the frustration 
of many social Greek clubs at 
Baruch, which have been fac-
ing the repercussions of Pi Delta 
Psi’s actions. 
A moratorium on pledging 
activities for social Greek clubs, 
which was announced last Fall, 
was renewed in January to remain 
in eff ect until July 1 to make sure 
“the appropriate guidelines and 
structures are in place or can be 
put in place for the continuance 
of social Greek organizations” 
at Baruch.
Now faced with a lack of fund-
ing and dwindling memberships, 
social Greeks are seeking an an-
swer from Baruch administration 
on whether they will be able to 
continue on campus. And after 
more than a year of indecision, it 
seems that the college may not ac-
tually be any closer to a solution 
that satisfi es everyone.
King’s proposed changes do 
not come cheaply. According to 
his presentation, an estimated 
$130,000 will be necessary to en-
act these changes. Th is sum would 
cover the salaries and fringe ben-
efi ts of the Greek life advisor and 
a graduate assistant, programming 
costs and liability insurance as-
sociated with fraternities and so-
rorities. While some felt that these 
ideas constituted a step in the right 
direction, others felt that the dean’s 
plan was not only confusing but 
also misleading.
“Th e way it was presented to the 
Greeks is a form of miscommuni-
cation,” said USG President Con-
nor Levens. 
Th e changes suggested by King, 
although made in an offi  cial capac-
ity, were proposed for discussion 
only. Th is has led some USG repre-
sentatives to believe that the dean 
may have unintentionally misled 
Greek life members, many of who 
left the meeting feeling “frustrated 
and confused” about the future.  
Th e discussion on how to bet-
ter facilitate Greek organizations 
at Baruch has still not come close 
to fi nding an answer despite at-
tempts on collaboration. “We’re 
in a position with the dean right 
now where we are trying to work 
with him, but he is not giving us the 
level of attention that we feel that 
Greek life and the USG deserve,” 
stated Levens, adding that he has 
been attempting to work with the 
dean for six months now in order 
to come up with a concrete solu-
tion for solving the issues plaguing 
Greek life.
Both parties involved in this 
discussion would readily admit 
that greater transparency would 
be appreciated when attempting 
to bring forth action. A point men-
tioned during the forum was that 
while the college administration 
is aware that Greek life performs 
plenty of charitable acts, the ad-
ministration is never really aware 
of just what the specifi cs are. In 
this case, a full-time Greek life ad-
visor monitoring organizational 
activities would help alleviate 
fears that these students might get 
into trouble. 
At the same time, advocates of 
Greek life have been clamoring 
for transparency as well. Speaking 
to Th e Ticker after the forum, USG 
Senator Daniel Dornbaum said, 
“We want to work with the dean 
on this solution, but he’s been 
non-responsive.”
Implying that King, instead of 
seeking fresh ideas from students, 
fl oated his proposal at the open 
forum, Levens said, “Th e problem 
is that [King] has the tendency to 
review an idea that hasn’t even 
gotten to a proposal yet.” 
While the idea of a Greek life 
advisor has merit to it, a major con-
cern for most Greek club members 
present at the open forum was the 
source of the $130,000 that would 
be required if King’s proposal was 
followed through. 
At the open forum, King con-
tended that, in accordance with 
CUNY bylaws, funding cannot be 
allocated to organizations that 
are exclusive in nature. Since 
both fraternities and sororities 
are, by defi nition, restrictive, King 
expressed his wish to see these 
organizations move toward self-
sustenance.
With organization numbers 
already diminishing due to the 
eff ects of the moratorium, Greek 
clubs are highly unlikely to be 
able to fund this amount on their 
own any time soon. Current-
ly, fewer than 150 students are 
members of social Greek clubs 
at Baruch.
At the same, Levens is strongly 
opposed to raising student activity 
fees to accommodate the projected 
costs for the Greek clubs. Noting 
that Baruch already has the highest 
student activity fee among CUNY 
colleges, he questioned the viabili-
ty of increasing the student activity 
fee to fund a staff  member whose 
full-time responsibility would be 
to overlook and monitor a small 
Greek life membership.
“Th is is a great idea, but ideas 
don’t do anything until they’re 
down on paper and they’re in mo-
tion, and we’re waiting on the dean 
to put this into motion, and we 
keep advocating to help him … but 
if you don’t communicate with us, 
then we’re not going to be able to 
do it,” Levens said. “[King has] got a 
great idea, but he needs to be able 
to show some movement on that.” 
On Th ursday, March 12, Lev-
ens and USG representatives met 
Greek club members to discuss the 
ideas presented by King on Tues-
day. Th e meeting was not open to 
the public.
An email questionnaire sent to 
King on March 11 remained unan-
swered by press time due to King’s 
“several pending priorities.” King 
has, however, committed to re-
spond to the questions, and read-
ers will be updated as his answers 
are received.  
“Now faced with a lack of funding and dwindling memberships, 
social Greeks are seeking an answer from Baruch administration 
on whether they will be able to continue on campus.”
THE TICKER NEWS I PAGE 3MARCH 16, 2015
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
EDITORINCHIEF
CUNY will be refunding thou-
sands of dollars to 150 students 
who were paying out-of-state tu-
ition and fees for their education 
because they have been living 
without lawful immigration status 
in the United States.  
CUNY Dreamers, a student ac-
tivist group, made the university’s 
administration aware of the situa-
tion in late 2014, according to the 
Associated Press, 
While tuition and fees vary 
among the CUNY colleges, there is 
a signifi cant gap between the out-
of-state and in-state tuition rates. 
CUNY lists in-state tuition fees to 
be $6,030 per year for full-time stu-
dents at four-year colleges while 
out-of-state tuition is $16,050. Full-
time students at two-year colleges 
pay $4,500 per year for in-state 
tuition while out-of-state tuition is 
$9,000 per year.
In 2002, 19 states including 
New York passed laws allowing 
students without lawful immigra-
tion status to pay in-state tuitions. 
Signed by former New York Gov. 
George Pataki in August 2002, the 
law only allows students who meet 
certain criteria to be eligible for in-
state tuition. 
Students were given a handful 
of options. Th ey were required to 
either attend a New York state high 
school for at least two years and 
apply for attendance at a CUNY or 
SUNY within fi ve years of gradu-
ation or attend a New York state-
approved GED program and apply 
for attendance at a CUNY or SUNY 
within fi ve years of receiving the is-
sued GED. Th e alternative to both 
would be for the student to fi le 
an affi  davit with the college stat-
ing they have applied for lawful 
immigration status. 
Students who were enrolled in 
a CUNY or SUNY in Fall 2001 and 
were authorized to pay the in-state 
tuition at the time remained eli-
gible for in-state tuition. 
Th e Associated Press also re-
ported on what experts believe; 
“many immigrants are unaware 
they can pay in-state rates, and 
others are afraid to disclose their 
immigration status to the schools 
for fear of being deported, even 
though such information is confi -
dential under federal law.”
Freddy Vicuna, an Ecuadorian 
who does not have lawful immi-
gration status, is a City College of 
New York student who was refund-
ed overpaid tuition. “I was going to 
quit school. It was too expensive,” 
said Vicuna in an interview with 
the Associated Press. 
Vicuna was refunded $4,500 at 
the end of last year and over $3,000 
approximately two weeks ago.
Th e CUNY Dreamers’ Face-
book page shared the Associated 
Press article explaining, that after 
canvassing the 24 CUNY cam-
puses and working with several 
organizations and nonprofi ts, they 
found several students without 
lawful immigration status who had 
overpaid for tuition fees. 
“We structured a plan of ac-
tion to appeal to undocumented 
students fears and to the process 
of ensuring that CUNY administra-
tion returned their money,” read 
the post. 
“After several meetings with 
students, faculty and CUNY ad-
ministration, we have given thou-
sands of dollars back to students 
across CUNY, and others will re-
ceive their money back within a 
couple of weeks.”
Working with the university’s 
administration, CUNY Dreamers 
helped to pay back the thousands 
of dollars owed to those students, 
with more to be refunded in the 
coming weeks. 
“Not only did we ensure that 
undocumented students were be-
ing treated fairly  but we also saved 
students from dropping out of col-
lege,” continued the post.
“We are thankful for the CUNY 
administration’s support and for 
the leadership and commitment of 
every CUNY DREAMer. Celebrate 
but don’t forget that this isfar from 
over, there is still a lot to be done!”
CUNY reimburses overpaid tuition
BY EDWIN MOREL
STAFF WRITER
Th e Baruch College Model 
United Nation team hosted seven 
schools from across the Tri-State 
area for their annual Baruch MUN 
Conference, which took place in 
the Multipurpose Room of the Ver-
tical Campus on Friday, March 13, 
for an all-day event.
Th e event had two U.N. com-
mittees, the General Assembly 
Plenary and the Security Council. 
Delegates from the schools voted 
on a list of topics to discuss. Th e 
General Assembly debated the 
measures to be taken to prevent 
terrorists from acquiring weapons 
of mass destruction, prevention 
of an Arms Race in outer space 
and the relationship between dis-
armament and development. Th e 
Security Council debated crisis 
management in fragile, nascent 
states and sexual violence in con-
fl ict. Th ese discussions emulate 
the functions and procedural fl ow 
of the U.N. counterparts. 
Each school’s team represented 
a number of countries as they fol-
lowed U.N. parliamentary proce-
dure to go about each issue. Em-
bodying the values of multilateral 
cooperation and negotiation, the 
delegates present debated each 
topic on an equal footing. Re-
gardless of size, each country has 
only one vote. Th en the schools 
were to present their agenda 
and work together to discuss 
possible solutions.
Earlier this year, Baruch MUN 
team traveled to Brown Univer-
sity in Providence, Rhode Island, 
and McGill University in Montreal, 
Canada, for their respective con-
ferences. It was the fi rst time that 
any Baruch club had traveled out-
side of the United States to partake 
in a competition, which attests to 
the great success the team has ex-
perienced. At the Brown Univer-
sity conference, Baruch managed 
to win three awards: Outstand-
ing Delegate in Media Wars from 
Buzzfeed, Outstanding Delegate 
in Bakumatsu Revolution from Im-
perial Court, and Honorable Men-
tion in Media Wars from Th e New 
York Times.
MUN Conferences are an op-
portunity for students to network 
with each other and with pro-
fessionals in the fi eld. It is a vi-
able component to developing 
relationships and enhancing their 
verse in debate. Students are able 
to connect with those who have 
or are currently working for the 
U.N. as well as representatives 
from multinational companies. 
Model UN competitions have 
great diversity as people from vari-
ous schools, states and countries 
come together and learn from 
one another. 
Th e preparation for any MUN 
conference is rigorous on two 
fronts, as stated by Baruch MUN 
President Navtej Ahuja, a junior 
majoring in political science and 
economics. Th e fi rst component 
is research, which demands that 
delegates know the depth of the 
issue they are discussing, the his-
torical context and the position of 
the nation they are representing. 
Th e other component is students 
following the strict rules of de-
bate and rigid procedural matters. 
Ahuja claims it “reinforces a sense 
of diplomacy and structure during 
any debate, and is integral to the 
U.N. (and MUN) system.”
In performance, Ahuja expects 
a lot from his team, claiming to 
“hold them to a high standard of 
possessing adequate substantive 
and procedural knowledge, as 
they are representing Baruch Col-
lege, and we wish to increase the 
name recognition of our school 
and maintain the notion that it is 
a school which values excellence.”
Students had the opportunity 
to practice and prepare them-
selves with their fellow delegates, 
as it proves to be the warmup for 
one of the largest MUN confer-
ences in the country, the national 
MUN conference. Th e national 
conference will be held later in 
March going into April, giving 
students the opportunity to ad-
dress three pressing global is-
sues relevant to the 21 simulated 
U.N. committees.
Baruch hosts annual MUN conference
Sororities stand silent to 
fight gender inequality
BY EDWIN MOREL
STAFF WRITER
Baruch College sororities col-
laborated for “Together We Stand” 
to demonstrate their resilient 
stand on gender inequality and to 
“break the silence.” 
Th e women all stood in a line 
on the second fl oor lobby of Ba-
ruch’s Newman Vertical Campus 
last Th ursday, united with tape 
across their lips as a symbolic 
demonstration to raise awareness 
of discrimination against women. 
“Tape is just the medium we 
picked to demonstrate women 
discrimination and oppression in 
a literal way. It calls attention to 
our cause and encourages people 
to read up on a topic they would 
otherwise ignore,” claimed Natalie 
De Paz, a senior majoring in cor-
porate communication and mem-
ber of Kappa Phi Lambda. 
Many who passed through the 
lobby, initially questioning what 
was going on as these young wom-
en stood united and silent, un-
derstood the intended message. 
Several stopped to question what 
the sororities were doing, and the 
women simply handed them pam-
phlets with their powerful slogan, 
“Together We Stand.” 
In the United States, a woman 
is abused usually by her husband 
or partner every 15 seconds and is 
raped every 90 seconds, as men-
tioned in the pamphlet. Th e wom-
en on the second fl oor stood for 
a sensitive issue, looking to make 
people aware of gender inequality 
in the workforce and sexual ha-
rassment often faced by women in 
various settings and forms.
“I have been aff ected just walk-
ing down the street. Th is guy told 
me I like your legs, and I want to 
see them around me. [He was] try-
ing to make advances to talk to me 
by standing in front of me, forcing 
me to walk around him or cross 
the street,” said junior Michelle Jia, 
a human resource management 
major and member of Sigma Psi 
Zeta who felt very strongly about 
the issue of sexual assault.
AGATA PONIATOWSKI I THE TICKER
Each student taped over her mouth to represent oppression of women. 
CALVIN RONG I THE TICKER
CUNY is expected to refund thousands of dollars to approximately 150 students.
HAI YU I THE TICKER
Student delegates deliberate during a session at the conference. 
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Greek life at Baruch College has been suspended—literally, for 
the most part—since the death of Chun Hsien “Michael” Deng, over 
a year ago, during an unsanctioned off -campus pledging event for the 
now-defunct Pi Delta Psi fraternity. As the college has cracked down 
on Greek-letter organizations for several violations over the course of 
a year, these clubs are fi ghting a battle on more than one front. With a 
moratorium on recruitment for social Greek clubs, membership is fall-
ing. Reduced visibility has led to decreased funding. Without a decisive 
plan from the college, the future of these clubs is in limbo. 
Fraternities and sororities are structurally tricky. Th ey are inclusive 
in rhetoric but exclusive in practice; allegiance is based on strong in-
group identity, and social dynamics are hierarchical. 
Public opinion on Greeks is not always favorable, but its commit-
ment to members is long-standing; fraternity support extends from 
classrooms to the job market.
A laissez-faire fraternity policy does not absolve colleges of the duty 
to protect their students, and Baruch has certainly taken steps to ensure 
that fun remains harmless. However, by procrastinating on a plan to 
systematize Greek life on campus, the college is testing club members. 
Last Tuesday, Art King, assistant vice president and dean of students, 
led a discussion on the future of Greek life on campus. King’s cost-
benefi t analysis implies that Greek clubs are a liability to the school, 
thereby necessitating a dedicated advisor. Provision of an advisor raises 
operational costs, which must be met through college or outside funds. 
If the college oversees these clubs, it shares liability for any and all ac-
tions of the Greeks. Funds necessary for this operation would have to 
come from student activity fees. 
By comparison, if the college allows outside funding, it relinquishes 
the oversight it exercises—through the Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment and, by extension, the Offi  ce of Student Life—over these clubs. 
We  agree this a complicated issue, but this must not take away from the 
need to fi nd appropriate closure.
As it stands now, social Greek clubs at Baruch need to be engaged 
in a productive dialogue on the future. Extension of the moratorium for 
the third time will break the camel’s back. Th ese clubs deserve a second 
chance, even if it is with added restrictions. Th e college needs to break 
its silence. 
Multiple violations and subsequent sanctions have cast a pall over 
the future of Greeks, we agree. At the same time, we  believe a solution 
will only be made possible by running toward—and not away from—
the problem. 
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Administrative silence on 
Greek life must be broken 
JERMY FRANCISCO I THE TICKER
New York City has become more beautiful. As a major American metropolis, it 
sets a moral tone that should put 
the moral tone of the rest of the 
country to shame.
By announcing that the city’s 
public schools will close in obser-
vance of two most sacred Mus-
lim holy days Mayor Bill DeBla-
sio is including Aid el-fi tr, feast of 
breaking the fast, and Eid al-adha, 
feast of the sacrifi ce, in the school 
calendar.
Th e mayor has a dream of frater-
nity, of humanistic and egalitarian 
strivings that are “more striking for 
its timing, as Muslim-Americans 
face fresh scrutiny in the wake of 
terrorist attacks in Europe and new 
violence in the Middle East,” noted 
Th e New York Times.
It must be admitted that the city 
has not overcome the traumas of 
9/11. Th e political profi le and, per-
haps, clout of the growing Muslim 
community, though, has matured 
and is more in evidence.
Furthermore, de Blasio is, if 
anything, a political realist and op-
erator as he is looking forward to a 
second term. In his optimism, he, 
as a candidate and as mayor, has 
formulated a grand design of weav-
ing into a variegated tapestry the 
crowded and confl icting wants and 
needs of 8 million New Yorkers.
In spite of faltering baby steps, 
in contrast to the Bloomberg years, 
de Blasio’s administration early on 
addressed stop-and-frisk police 
tactics and tackled the negotiation 
of 150 labor contracts aff ecting 
some 300,000 municipal workers 
that his predecessor had left in lim-
bo for fi ve years. 
He is trying to dampen ra-
cial tensions as he moves for-
ward to reform police procedures 
while trying to maintain the city’s 
historically low crime rates.
And, as he struggles to improve 
the lot of the poor and the middle 
classes, he is pushing for expand-
ing aff ordable housing as he uses 
his powers to urge the powerful 
real estate lobby to act. 
He also acted on behalf of those 
who entered the country without 
legal permission. Th e mayor has 
mended fences with the Orthodox 
Jewish community by defusing the 
inherently dangerous metzitzah 
b’peh, a circumcision rite that has 
harmed infants. 
Th en, there is one of the center-
pieces of his campaign that he has 
put into place: free, universal pre-K 
programs for city children, with a 
multimillion-dollar budget.
Nevertheless, de Blasio has 
changed the rules for pre-K to al-
low for prayers and the scheduling 
preferences recommended by the 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis. Cur-
rently, the regulations prescribe 
a minimum of almost 32 hours of 
instruction weekly to be eligible for 
public funding. 
It is no secret that Orthodox 
Jews vote as a bloc and voted 
heavily for de Blasio. 
By allowing prayer as part of a 
city program, the mayor has raised 
a First Amendment issue of separa-
tion of church and state, a debated 
concept.
Th e de Blasio administration 
contends that it is simply one of the 
non-program activities during the 
middle of the day; instead, other 
parents may choose an alternative 
activity for their children.
Moreover, the Deputy Mayor 
Richard Buery Jr. sees the matter 
as “reach[ing] [to] all communi-
ties and refl ect[ing] the incredible 
diversity of our city.” 
Yet, the city may likely face a 
challenge in the courts. Are the 
changes largely cosmetic? 
Th at remains to be seen. And, 
they do speak to the majority of 
parents—Muslim, Christian or 
other faiths, who see the value of 
prayer. As such, by easing the rules 
for prayer break, the mayor has 
blurred the lines of church and 
state. Nonetheless, he garners po-
litical favor as he consolidates his 
electoral base.
If Paris was worth a mass for 
Henry IV to assume the crown 
of France, de Blasio may rea-
son that, by pandering to rabbis, 
priests and imams, he may very 
well make for a more harmonious 
New York. But, above all, will this 
keep him in Gracie Mansion for 
another term?
-Robert Cambria
Journalism
Mayor de Blasio set on his re-election 
NICOLE CLEMONS I EDITORINCHIEF
SUMIT POUDYAL I MANAGING EDITOR
MARY PAULINE POKORADI I NEWS EDITOR
THOMAS SEUBERT I OPINIONS EDITOR
ANTHONY ESPOSITO I BUSINESS EDITOR
SIBELY ANAN I FEATURES EDITOR
DAMLA BEK I ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
HASIN ISHRAQUE I SCIENCE & TECH EDITOR
REYNALDO CARRASCO I SPORTS EDITOR
AMRITA SANDHU I COPY CHIEF
STEPHEN ELLIOTT I COPY EDITOR
JESSICA TORRES I COPY EDITOR
CALVIN RONG I PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
HAI YU I SENIOR STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
MIA CARABALLO I SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER
KSENIYA KOSMINA I BUSINESS MANAGER
JERMY FRANCISCO I ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
The Ticker is published 25 times a year. All work except 
printing is done by undergraduate students at Baruch 
College. Please direct all display and advertising ques-
tions to the advertising director. All other queries may 
be directed to editor@theticker.org. Alternately, you 
may reach us via mail or telephone. Our oﬃ  ce is open 
during regular school hours. 
ABOUT US
The opinions expressed in this section are those 
of the individual writers and do not necessarily 
represent those of The Ticker. 
Authors’ names are usually published but may be 
withheld for compelling reasons, at the editor’s 
discretion.
OPINIONS PAGE POLICY
The Ticker welcomes comments, suggestions and 
information about errors from students and faculty 
members. Letters may be emailed to opinions@
theticker.org or delivered to The Ticker oﬃ  ce. Letters 
should be under 400 words, must be signed, and will 
appear, space-permitting. The editor reserves the right 
to edit letters and submissions for clarity and brevity.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EDITORINCHIEFTHETICKER.ORG
MANAGINGEDITORTHETICKER.ORG
NEWSTHETICKER.ORG
OPINIONSTHETICKER.ORG
BUSINESSTHETICKER.ORG
FEATURESTHETICKER.ORG
ARTSTHETICKER.ORG
SCIENCETHETICKER.ORG
SPORTSTHETICKER.ORG
ASANDHUTHETICKER.ORG
SELLIOTTTHETICKER.ORG
JTORRESTHETICKER.ORG
CRONGTHETICKER.ORG
HYUTHETICKER.ORG
MCARABALLOTHETICKER.ORG
KKOSMINATHETICKER.ORG
JFRANCISCOTHETICKER.ORG 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon is no stranger to controversy. Th e fraternity, which houses over 
200 chapters and boasts an esti-
mated membership of 15,000 un-
dergraduates, has faced many of 
the issues that Greek-life organiza-
tions often fi nd themselves plagued 
with. Having to deal with lawsuits 
ranging from accidental hazing 
deaths to sexual misconduct, SAE 
has a reputation as “the nation’s 
deadliest fraternity.” Now, SAE is in 
the spotlight once again as a video 
emerged depicting the fraternity’s 
University of Oklahoma chapter 
singing a blatantly racist song.
Th e video, which quickly went 
viral, spurred nationwide con-
demnation and prompted swift 
responses from university and fra-
ternity administration. Since the 
video’s release, the SAE chapter in 
question has been closed, and two 
of the involved students have been 
expelled. Th e students were also 
evicted from their student hous-
ing, with the university’s President 
David L. Boren stating, “We don’t 
provide student services for bigots.”
In a statement to the expelled 
students, Boren said, “You will be 
expelled because of your leader-
ship role in leading a racist and 
exclusionary chant, which has cre-
ated a hostile educational environ-
ment for others.” While the frater-
nity’s actions were disgraceful and 
violated the supposed mission of 
SAE, the way that this incident has 
been handled may not just be go-
ing against precedent but against 
constitutional rights.
Despite their despicable ac-
tions, what these students did is still 
protected by the First Amendment. 
By choosing to give in to media 
pressure and resort to expulsion, 
the university may have set itself up 
for a lengthy legal debacle. Hateful 
as it may have been, without any 
credible threat of violence, there 
was no legitimate, legal reason for 
these students to be expelled. 
What is truly alarming is that, if 
this expulsion stands, it may give 
way to further limitations on how 
students may conduct themselves. 
What exactly qualifi es as a “hostile 
educational environment?” Does it 
involve just about any subject that 
a student is off ended by? Th e prec-
edent being set by this decision can 
easily be applied to a number of 
subjects that any specifi c university 
might fi nd troublesome. 
Th e expelled students have been 
given the right to contest the presi-
dent’s decision to dismiss them. If 
they choose to act, then they may 
have a good case. Hate speech is, 
of course, protected under the First 
Amendment. Th ere is no ques-
tion that what these students said 
was defi nitely bigoted and hateful. 
However, as despicable as it may 
have been, it was still their right 
to say it. Th e price of freedom of 
speech is accepting that it applies 
to all forms of speech, some of 
which you may disagree with.
-Gabriel Marrero
Corporate Communication ’16
Fraternity bigots have protected speech 
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Women’s history month is an integral part of the push for gender 
equality. Th e dedication both commemorates the past and celebrates 
the future of women’s contributions to society, and given that much of 
American history neglects the role and toil of women, setting aside time 
to refl ect on their stories is not only fair but also necessary. 
Some have the audacity to criticize the reservation of a month to op-
pressed groups of people. Th ey might even call it exclusionary or sex-
ist. Th ese are neither worthy nor logical criticisms of women’s history 
month. What can be criticized, however, is that a month is not enough. 
Th e fact that a month is necessary to give women’s history and their is-
sues adequate airtime should be appalling enough to motivate change. 
What is worth scrutiny is that the conversations had during women’s 
history month are rushed and superfi cial. Either they are too specifi c 
or are too broad to remain relevant. Worse yet, this paradigm holds 
true after the month ends. All too often, when we speak of women’s 
issues, we do so in such a way that they are not given the attention 
they deserve. 
A month is indeed not enough, and those participating need to fi nd 
ways to make the conversations last far longer.
Women’s month sidesteps real issues
By expanding the public school schedule to include Muslim holidays, the mayor is thinking politically.
What happens when stu-dent organizations are told to halt their intake 
of new members on campus? Do 
the organizations—chartered 
wholly under the Baruch College 
name—“go underground” and re-
cruit members off  campus? Or do 
the organizations die as juniors 
and seniors graduate, leaving the 
organization with an inoperable 
membership of zero.
Assistant Vice President and 
Dean of Students Art King met 
with Greek organizations last 
week to “explore next steps” to-
ward allowing the organizations 
to fl ourish. In attendance were 
leaders from some of this col-
lege’s most active fraternities and 
sororities, which act as major ad-
vocates for important issues in our 
community. 
Th is meeting was not the fi rst 
time the dean met with Greek 
organizations, however. He took 
time out of his schedule to intro-
duce himself to them in October at 
the beginning of last semester, but 
after hearing no progress on what 
he discussed then, these student 
leaders have come to the Under-
graduate Student Government ex-
pressing their frustration.
Leadership from USG and 
Greek organizations agree, the 
dean’s idea of bringing in a full-
time staff  member to work solely 
with the Greek community is ben-
efi cial for extracurricular activity, 
but he needs to make it a priority 
to make this idea a reality. We rec-
ognize that this will require addi-
tional funding for the dean’s offi  ce, 
but we want him to present us with 
a proposal stating how and when 
he can and will acquire the re-
sources he needs to make progress 
toward implementing his idea.
During the remainder of this 
semester, the USG and Greek or-
ganizations will be meeting to 
discuss the dean’s idea in more 
detail. Every other Monday, our 
Executive Vice President Annie 
Sourbis and myself will report the 
results of the meetings to the dean. 
Th e results of each meeting will be 
presented before the Undergradu-
ate Student Senate on a weekly 
basis to keep the undergradu-
ate student body informed about 
the discussion.
For those who have not at-
tended a USS meeting before, 
this Tuesday is going to mark our 
eighth meeting for the Spring 2015 
semester. We meet at 5:30 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday in VC 3-270 and hope 
to see you there. Refreshments will 
be served.
We hope that this column 
helped inform you a little more 
about what the USG has been 
working on lately and how to get 
involved. If you are interested in 
learning more about USG or would 
like to tell us your thoughts on 
Greek life on this campus, please 
reach out to us in our offi  ce at VC 
3-275 or email me directly.
Connor Levens is the president of 
Baruch USG. He may be reached at 
connor.levens@usgbaruch.com.
USG to work on Greek 
life issues at Baruch
CONNOR LEVENS
FRONT&CENTER
Daniel Murphy, New York Mets second baseman, landed himself in the 
news, but not for the right reasons. 
Murphy, a devout Christian, stated 
recently that he “disagrees” with the 
idea of a “homosexual lifestyle.”  
Th ese comments came after 
Billy Bean, MLB’s ambassador of 
inclusion, fi nished his visit with 
the Mets. Bean has been traveling 
to all MLB organizations and run-
ning a program designed to ensure 
that all MLB clubhouses accept 
and remain open to homosexual 
players. Bean is gay, which makes 
Murphy’s comments all the more 
meaningful. Murphy stated he had 
no problems with Bean as an indi-
vidual, but doesn’t approve of his 
“lifestyle.”  
Th e New York Post published 
an article making Murphy’s com-
ments public along with Bean’s re-
sponse, which was rather respect-
ful for someone who had just been 
publicly insulted. Bean mentioned 
how Murphy was respectful when 
he made his visit and commended 
him for speaking his mind. Bean 
went on to say that he only wishes 
Murphy would see things from a 
more open-minded perspective. 
Th is situation adds on to a growing 
discussion about the reception of 
gay players in professional sports. 
A year ago, Jason Collins fa-
mously announced he was gay 
and received mostly positive sup-
port from his fellow players in the 
NBA. Th ere were a few people who 
had disapproving remarks, such 
as former Golden State Warriors 
coach Mark Jackson and reporter 
Chris Broussard, but the rest of 
the NBA community denounced 
those comments. Collins went on 
to play another season after his 
announcement and now has a 
role similar to Bean’s in the NBA 
commissioner’s offi  ce.  
Why is this relevant to  Mur-
phy? Well, it shows that his view 
on homosexuality encapsulates 
the old way of thinking by athletes 
toward their gay teammates. 
We live in a world where ho-
mophobia is generally regarded 
as intolerant, wrong and fl at-out 
ignorant. Same-sex marriage is 
now legal in 37 states, which is an 
overwhelming majority. Murphy’s 
views represent the minority of 
public opinion.
Despite being in the minority, 
Murphy’s story, reported on by the 
New York Post and subsequently 
Th e Daily News, merely points out 
a fairly well-known person who 
seems to have a viewpoint that 
is considered to be intolerant, 
and does not necessarily validate 
what many view as a tired way of 
thinking.  
Especially as a player on a team 
in one of the most liberal cities in 
America, Murphy should know 
better than to make that view pub-
lic. Murphy has to understand his 
environment, and this whole situ-
ation shows his narrow-minded-
ness, even as a member of a larger 
organization.  
If you are a player, you have 
to understand that you represent 
your organization. It is hard to be-
lieve the Wilpons  were happy with 
Murphy’s comments.  
After all, it is the media’s job 
to make light of certain issues, 
and acceptance in locker rooms 
is pertinent. Sure, the New York 
Post probably had money in mind 
when it published the Murphy ar-
ticle, but when reporting on such 
an issue, these journalists were 
simply doing their job with due 
diligence. 
Murphy demonstrated a lack 
of consideration for people other 
than those like himself, and it is 
important for him to be exposed 
as such a person. Baseball players, 
and professional athletes in gener-
al, are role models for young chil-
dren. For a role model like Murphy 
to have such outdated views about 
homosexuality is detrimental to 
our society.  
Most of America is progressing 
forward and moving toward being 
accepting of same-sex marriage, 
but when people in Murphy’s 
position of public notoriety ex-
press such nonprogressive views, 
it  serves to slow down the rest of 
society. 
Murphy is a free agent at the 
end of this season, and his recent 
comments did not help his case for 
re-signing with the Mets. So, thank 
you to the New York Post. Th ank 
you for doing your job and using 
the media as a tool for societal 
advancement.  
Hopefully people read Bean’s 
comments and note when he says, 
“Inclusion means everyone, plain 
and simple. Daniel is a part of 
that group.” Maybe by Bean taking 
the high road, it will become ap-
parent which of the two is worth 
listening to.
-Rob Weissman
Public Aff airs ’16
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Murphy encapsulates clinging culture
A recently released report by UCLA, “Th e American Freshman: National Norms 
2014,” profi led a variety of issues 
in relation to freshmen in colleges 
throughout the United States. One 
of the highlighted issues includes 
the emotional health of teenag-
ers as they transition from high 
school to their fi rst year in college. 
Th e New York Times recently pub-
lished a response to the report, 
quoting a psychiatrist that deemed 
this to be a public health issue. By 
accompanying statistics with an 
array of opinions from experts and 
freshmen, it is obvious that more 
freshmen in the United States 
are depressed, overworked and 
socialize less. 
Th e American culture is dif-
ferent than other countries in the 
way they value the transition of 
teenagers into adulthood. It is ex-
pected for high school seniors to 
go straight into college. 
Th ey fi nish their last few years 
of high school, already over-
whelmed with the stress of SATs, 
Advanced Placement classes and 
the college application process, 
and are expected to understand 
their own goals and desires for 
the future. As they transition into 
the school of their dreams, many 
fi nd themselves empty and con-
fused it seems. Th ey have worked 
so hard to get into a school only 
to realize that they hate the major 
they chose and do not want to fol-
low the career path that relatives 
and teachers suggested to them in 
high school.  
For me, transitioning into Ba-
ruch College was accompanied by 
confusion and a sense of feeling 
completely overwhelmed. 
It was expected in my high 
school, and in many middle-class 
neighborhoods, to go straight into 
college after graduation. I would 
dream of taking a gap year to back-
pack across Europe or volunteer 
abroad to “fi nd myself.” Th e desire 
to accomplish this was crushed 
by teachers, fellow students and 
my parents, all of who made it 
seem like this would ruin my 
life forever. 
By the time I graduated high 
school, we were in the middle of a 
long economic recession. Due to 
fi nancial distress, employers were 
more stringent about who they 
would hire. 
So by the fi rst week of freshman 
year, I was expected to join clubs, 
look for internships and keep my 
grades up. It becomes a fast-mov-
ing treadmill that can take a toll 
on a person, especially when one 
barely understands his or her own 
goals and desires. 
As I made friends with people 
from places like Switzerland and 
Australia, I realized the impor-
tance of taking a year off  in be-
tween high school and college. 
Th is single year gives a teenager 
time to understand themselves 
and their interests. Some were 
here to take English classes and 
volunteer at a museum. 
Others were here to work and 
learn to live on their own. One 
friend in particular was taking act-
ing classes because she wanted to 
work on her passion before going 
to study law in Switzerland. 
While their activities during 
their gap years were diff erent, they 
all explained that they needed this 
time to transition into adulthood 
and become happy. 
If the decreasing emotional 
health of college freshmen is 
truly a public health issue, as 
Th e New York Times reported, 
there needs to be a change in the 
American attitudes toward the 
importance of a healthy transition 
into adulthood for high school 
seniors. 
-Anjelica Mantikas
Public Aff airs ’15
Students overwhelmed
Republicans undermine the system
Often, there is no gesture more romantic than a handwritten letter. What 
could be more genuine than a 
penned address on fi ne letterhead, 
complete with a crisp signature? 
And what could be more convinc-
ing? Perhaps this was the line of 
thought taken by the 47 Republi-
can senators who sent a letter to 
“the leaders of Iran.”  
Written by Sen. Tom Cotton, 
the letter insisted that any negotia-
tions made between executives of 
the United States and Iran could 
be undone in the future and would 
not necessarily be enforced be-
yond Obama’s presidency. “With 
the stroke of a pen,” they wrote, 
all hard fought progress would be 
revoked.
Th e intention was to show the 
Iranian leadership and President 
Barack Obama that they would 
not accept any formal negotiation 
without input. Th ese members 
of Congress are outraged that the 
president has all but bypassed 
them in the negotiation process 
and are unwilling to see any type 
of deal come to fruition. Th e letter, 
therefore, was a last ditch eff ort to 
derail the talks. 
Th e 47 Ronin senators neither 
consulted the leadership nor did 
they inform anybody on the oth-
er side of the aisle that the letter 
would be sent. In defense of their 
actions, signatories claimed that 
it was a way to earn a better deal. 
To strong-arm the Iranians, they 
thought a clear message had to be 
sent. 
Th e message received was 
quite diff erent. Secretary of State 
John Kerry denounced the letter, 
claiming the senators should be 
ashamed. Democrats echoed the 
sentiment. 
Notwithstanding the Washing-
ton-wide eye rolls, Iranian offi  cials 
publicly dismissed the letter, inter-
preting it as a sign of disintegration 
and disingenuousness in Wash-
ington. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
went so far as to opine, “American 
senators offi  cially announced the 
commitment will be null and void 
after this government leaves of-
fi ce. Isn’t this the ultimate degree 
of the collapse of political eth-
ics and the U.S. system’s internal 
disintegration?” 
Th ough many are hesitant to 
agree with the extremist religious 
leader of Iran, his points ring truer 
than any handwritten letter from 
the legislative branch ever could. 
Th e Republican majority has yet 
to learn how to wield its power re-
sponsibly. Two blundered stunts 
in a row have embarrassed and 
disrespected the separation of 
powers. 
On the heels of Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s speech before Congress 
about striking down a nuclear 
deal with Iraq, this latest unilat-
eral foreign policy move is a bitter 
slap in the face of the executive’s 
ability to exercise the same. Th ere 
is no telling exactly what eff ect 
these tantrums will have on ne-
gotiations, but it does not take an 
expert to realize the eff ects are not 
positive.
Further, the consequences for 
U.S. international relations with 
nations other than Iran are argu-
ably worse. At a time in which 
America’s image needs all the help 
it can get, childish divisions at 
home serve only to discredit am-
bassadors abroad. Th e move clear-
ly backfi red, and the backlash dealt 
to the senators has manifested into 
calls for impeachment and trials 
for treason. A petition demand-
ing the senators to be sued under 
the Logan Act has been circulated 
across the Internet, garnering well 
over 100,000 signatures. 
Th e Logan Act does not apply to 
Congress, and undermining nego-
tiations about Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram does not count as treason. 
However, while neither of these 
outcomes is constitutionally plau-
sible, the power of opinion is still 
signifi cant. Foreign policy has no 
room for partisan games. Th e nu-
clear deal has long been a delicate 
situation, and the Senate’s grace-
less thumbed nose to Iran is a fl uo-
rescent sign that reads, “We, as a 
country, can take back everything 
we’ve negotiated because some of 
us don’t agree.”
It is arrogant to argue that, be-
cause constituents elected the sen-
ators, this misbehavior is acting in 
the interests of the public. Not only 
is this blatantly false but also the 
paltry voting numbers in the past 
midterm elections indicate that a 
tremendous proportion of those 
the senators represent did not 
vote at all. Gambling with a tenu-
ous situation like nuclear arms in 
Iran on the notion that they were 
elected to do so is as brash as it is 
illogical. 
Th ere was neither reason nor 
goodwill behind the letter, merely 
selfi shness and pettiness. Th e Re-
publican majority has to come to 
accept that the president is the 
chief diplomat, and though it is up 
to Congress to ratify treaties, the 
executive reserves the right to ne-
gotiate—at the highest stakes and 
on the highest level. It does not 
take 535 people to do that.
STEPHEN ELLIOTT
THE POLITICKER
Murphy demonstrated a lack of consideration for people 
other than those like himself, and it is important for him 
to be exposed as such a person.
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USG members balance busy lives with their service for Baruch
GABRIELLA VISHNEVSKAYA is the vice 
president of student services of Ba-
ruch USG. She writes on her own 
behalf, not on behalf of USG. 
She may be reached at gabriella.
vishnevskaya@usgbaruch.com.
The nature of public service is, due to bureaucracy and required procedures, slow-
moving. Because it is slow-moving, 
often those who vote representa-
tives into public offi  ce can become 
frustrated with ineffi  ciency. 
Th is is inherent in the demo-
cratic system. Th ere will always 
be those who want to see things 
change more quickly than is pos-
sible. Th is is normal and totally 
understandable. However, slow- 
moving change should not be mis-
taken for dishonesty, negligence or 
fraudulence without substantiated 
claims. Th e Undergraduate Student 
Government at Baruch College is 
not exempt from the frustrations of 
democracy. 
All representative senators (rep-
resenting 1,000 students each) and 
the executive board meet every 
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. to discuss is-
sues at hand, upcoming events and 
initiatives, vote on them and, most 
importantly, hear from the public. 
Every senate meeting is a mini-
town hall in and of itself. 
Th e executive secretary’s main 
responsibility is to take detailed 
minutes of these meetings, which 
are published in a timely manner 
for the public to view. During the 
21st senate meeting, the fi rst order 
of business was to hear from Ar-
lenis Perez, the president of ASE-
DOM, Baruch’s Dominican student 
association, about the concerns 
she had with her club’s dealings 
with USG. 
We all welcomed the statement, 
questions and criticism Perez of-
fered because this is a student we 
serve as elected offi  cials. 
We at USG are not perfect, of 
course. We are students ourselves 
and have other obligations, but I 
will not stand to hear that we do 
not try our hardest. I am currently 
trying to fi nish up my accounting 
major, interning 20 hours a week 
and acting as vice president of stu-
dent services while trying to bal-
ance personal relationships and a 
social life. 
I have a total of six big-ticket 
events happening in the three, 
shorter-than-you-think months 
of this semester. I am currently 
dealing with around 10 separate 
contracts for these events. 
My usual day goes like this: I 
am out of the house by 8 a.m. to 
go to work. I fi nish work and head 
to school an hour earlier than my 
class starts to answer USG-related 
emails. I go to class and end in the 
early evening. I then have meet-
ings for USG, make calls about my 
events, attend on-campus events 
on behalf of USG and answer 
more emails. 
At this point, it is around 8:30-
9:30 p.m., and I head home to try 
to go to the gym, do homework or 
see my parents for 10 minutes be-
fore they go to sleep. I am hope-
fully asleep by midnight so that I 
can function the next day and do 
it all over again. I am not writing 
this article so that someone can pat 
me on the back, nor am I trying to 
say that because I work hard things 
cannot or do not go wrong. 
But the last thing that I or the 
rest of the team are is negligent or 
fraudulent. I hope that readers un-
derstand the frustration I felt read-
ing allegations that USG has been 
acting in less-than-honest ways. 
I want to give our constituents 
insight into the typical day of a USG 
representative. Everybody sitting at 
the senate table works as hard as 
I do, if not harder. President Con-
nor Levens goes to class six days 
a week. Abraham Albaraccin, vice 
president of legislative aff airs, has 
an internship and another job on 
top of his classes and USG.  Nardine 
Salama, vice president of academic 
aff airs, has been a USG senator 
since her freshman year and, in the 
span of two months, has put on two 
huge parties on campus. Secretary 
Candice Chatterpaul is an active 
member in the Hindu Student As-
sociation, acts as my right-hand 
person for student services and is 
now part of the executive board of 
USG, on top of all of her class obli-
gations. For the sake of space, I will 
not run through the entire roster, 
but you get the point.
We work this hard for one rea-
son and one reason only: so that 
Baruch student life thrives. It is 
commonly heard that Baruch has 
the most active student life of any 
CUNY campus; I am proud of that, 
as we should all be. 
I went to Baruch thinking I 
would have to fi nd ways to occupy 
my time outside of campus, since 
there was “no way CUNY would be 
fun.” I was wrong. When I became a 
club leader, I wanted to help foster 
club life and student activities at 
Baruch. I felt there was something 
to be said about students, who 
spend hours commuting every day 
to and from campus, creating their 
own college experience. 
Baruch, proportionally, has 
the highest student activity fee of 
any CUNY college. Th e senate and 
executive board knows this. We 
pay them as well, after all. Every 
conversation that we have had in 
our over 20 senate meetings has 
revolved around the conversation 
of “Is what we are doing benefi ting 
the largest amount of students?” 
We ask this question so that we 
can make sure that the student pay-
ing the fee feels that their money is 
being put to good use. 
A perfect example is the very 
lengthy discussion we had in the 
Fall 2014 semester regarding send-
ing students to conferences. Th e 
senate battled with the fact that 
while conferences create unbe-
lievable experiences and opportu-
nities for students, they are often 
exclusive and require signifi cant 
funding. We felt that we had to put 
a cap on conference spending be-
cause spending any more on such 
exclusive events would not be ben-
efi ting the majority of students. 
Someone who spent a few 
weeks as a part of any team or or-
ganization cannot possibly under-
stand the inner workings of it, nor 
can that person fully understand 
the processes and red tape that 
underlie the organization. Further-
more, that person is not qualifi ed 
to make assessments about the or-
ganization, because the truth of the 
matter is they have seen less than 
a fraction of the discussions that 
have taken place. 
Unfortunately, people can think 
and say what they want no mat-
ter how reckless and uninformed 
their words are. Fortunately, you 
can choose what you accept of 
their claims. It is worth looking 
into the motives of that person and 
the manner in which they choose 
to conduct themselves. I am 
proud every single day to be a part 
of the USG. 
I work myself to the bone be-
cause I joined this team with one 
common goal, and every single 
day we work together toward that 
goal. I cannot stand by idly and 
allow uninformed, careless and, 
most importantly, untrue state-
ments to defi ne the group with 
whom I work.
If students have any concerns 
that they want to express, feel free 
to email any member of USG. Of 
course, you can always voice these 
concerns to us at weekly senate 
meetings on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
in the USG conference room.
In response to commentary on the Undergraduate Student Government, the vice president of student services speaks about her colleagues and the government’s role.
I am proud every single day to be a part of USG. I work myself to the bone because I joined this 
team with one common goal, and every single day we work together toward that goal. I cannot 
stand by idly and allow uninformed, careless and, most importantly, untrue 
statements to deﬁ ne the group with whom I work.
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Last December saw a decline in 
consumer spending by 0.3 percent, 
followed by a further decline by 0.2 
percent in January. As a result, the 
U.S. economy saw its consumer 
spending fall year-over-year for 
the fi rst time since 2009 leading to 
slower economic growth.
Consumer spending, also 
known as consumption, is the 
amount of money spent by a 
household. Since consumer spend-
ing makes up 70 percent of the U.S. 
economic growth, the government 
might take measures, such as tax 
cuts or handouts, to increase con-
sumer spending in order to stimu-
late the economy.
In February, the fi rst-quarter 
estimate for consumer spending 
fell between 4 and 5 percent, but 
news of prolonged decline resulted 
in corporations decreasing their 
growth estimates.
“Morgan Stanley cut its fi rst-
quarter growth estimate by fi ve-
tenths of a percentage point to 
a 2.3 percent annual pace while 
forecasting fi rm Macroeconomic 
Advisers lowered their forecast to 
2.1 percent from 2.3 percent,” Re-
uters reported. Th e real consumer 
spending increased by 0.3 percent, 
however, making up for the 0.1 per-
cent decrease in December, the 
article added.
Furthermore, the Labor De-
partment has announced that the 
consumer price index fell by 0.1 
percent in January, and the drop in 
oil prices has been largely blamed 
for the reports. But, experts dispute 
whether the fall in energy costs, 20 
percent, could be blamed for the 
decrease in consumer prices.
Th ere are several potential neg-
ative eff ects if this issue escalates. 
With a further drop in consumer 
spending, companies will have to 
cut down on production through a 
decrease in employment, which in 
turn could lead to economic stag-
nation. With fewer jobs, families 
have less disposable income lead-
ing to a decrease in disposable in-
come and consumer spending.
Another thing to take into ac-
count is low infl ation; consumers 
might be less eager to spend money 
if they are not worried that particu-
lar goods will increase in price the 
next day. Th is, once again, leads to 
economic stagnation due to a de-
crease in the circulation of money. 
An increase in infl ation rates could 
boost consumer spending as con-
sumers would want to buy goods 
before the prices increase. 
Unfortunately, the 2 percent tar-
get infl ation rate set up by the Fed-
eral Reserve has not been reached 
for over two years. Diane Swonk, 
the chief economist at Mesirow 
Financial in Chicago, believes that 
the low infl ation could be directly 
related to falling oil prices.
“Th e concern is that falling oil 
prices combined with a strong dol-
lar, which pushes down the price 
imports, could move infl ation even 
lower, which could dampen overall 
activity,” Swonk told Reuters, add-
ing, “Outright defl ation seems un-
likely, especially in light of better 
labor market conditions.”
While experts seem to argue 
whether there is a direct correla-
tion between the decreases in oil 
prices and consumer spending, it 
is possible that the low infl ation 
caused by falling oil prices is mak-
ing consumers reluctant to buy 
goods right away. Instead, some 
might choose to wait and see if the 
particular goods decrease in price.
Bloomberg Business recently 
pointed out that the decrease 
in spending, combined with in-
creased savings, suggests a long-
lasting boost in economic growth. 
Th e stock market is increasing in 
strength due to consumer purchas-
es; S&P 500 climbed to a record 
2,117.39 when closing on the New 
York Stock Exchange. Th e combi-
nation of an increase in wages and 
drop in spending resulted in a sav-
ing rate of 5.5 percent, the news 
site reported.
Laura Rosner, an economist at 
BNP Paribas SA and a former New 
York Fed researcher, expressed her 
opinions on the issue.
“We expect consumer spend-
ing to come in stronger in coming 
months … Consumers have re-
ceived the income and are boosting 
their savings right now. Th e income 
picture is really promising. Th at 
bodes well for consumer spend-
ing over the medium term,” Rosner 
told Bloomberg Business.
“Income at the disposal of 
households after accounting for 
infl ation advanced by 0.9 percent 
in January, the largest gain since 
December 2012. Th e saving rate in-
creased to 5.5 percent, the highest 
in two years,” Reuters reported.
A decrease in consumer spend-
ing would be damaging to any 
economy. With all the available 
information in mind, it is clear that 
damages will be avoided and the 
U.S. economy will continue to grow 
at a healthy pace.
Lower consumer spending reflects slowed economic growth
MARCH 16, 2015
On average, consumer spending fell signiﬁ cantly in December 2014 and continued to fall in January of this year.
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
MIGUEL SANCHEZ
STAFF WRITER
Th e Android vs. iOS debate 
branched into the mobile payment 
industry after Samsung announced 
that it would launch a mobile pay-
ment service to compete directly 
with Apple, once again, for retailer 
and customer loyalty. 
Samsung Electronics an-
nounced at the GSMA Mobile 
World Conference on March 1 that 
it will launch its own mobile pay-
ment service, Samsung Pay, which 
will be featured on the Galaxy S6 
and S6 Edge, both slated for release 
in early April.
Th e expansion into the mobile 
money market comes months after 
Apple unveiled its Apple Pay plat-
form, featured in the company’s 
lead-selling mobile device iPhone 
6 as well as iPhone 6 Plus. 
It signals the growing trend 
toward digital currency but also 
details the ever-evolving angst be-
tween the mobile manufacturers to 
solidify customer loyalty in an ever-
growing mobile currency market. 
“Samsung Pay will reinvent how 
people pay for goods and services 
and transform how they use their 
smartphones,” said JK Shin, Sam-
sung Electronics co-CEO, who also 
heads the IT and mobile division.
Both Samsung Pay and Apple 
Pay have partnered with major 
banks and credit card companies 
to help execute mobile transac-
tions. Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase, 
Bank of America and U.S. Bancorp. 
have partnered with both Sam-
sung and Apple. Wells Fargo has 
only partnered with Apple. Credit 
cards MasterCard and Visa will 
participate with Samsung Pay and 
Apple Pay.
Like Apple Pay, Samsung Pay 
will use near-fi eld communication 
technology to execute transactions 
by communicating with registers 
that have compatible software dur-
ing point of sale. A competitive ad-
vantage to Samsung’s arsenal is its 
acquisition of LoopPay, which it 
bought in February.  
LoopPay uses a patented tech-
nology called magnetic secure 
transmission that works when us-
ers hold the phone near an old-
fashioned card reader, making 
Samsung Pay a dually compat-
ible option for consumers who 
want to use mobile payments at 
more locations. 
According to Samsung, its mo-
bile payment services could be 
accepted at 30 million merchant 
locations around the world. Apple, 
which only employs the NFC chip, 
has 200,000 points of locations, ac-
cording to Apple CEO Tim Cook. 
Initially, LoopPay suggested 
storing the card in a custom mobile 
phone carrying case, but Samsung 
decided to have it built into the 
phone itself instead. Th is is a telling 
sign that the company is convinced 
it will generate and maintain more 
consumer loyalty. 
LoopPay’s website claims that 
it can hold thousands of credit and 
debit cards from banks and will 
also be able to hold loyalty and gift 
card information. 
After increasing cases of hackers 
extracting personal information, 
striking U.S. companies like JPMor-
gan Chase and health insurer Ana-
heim, many wonder if the mobile 
payment industry can secure con-
sumers’ personal information. 
According to Reuters, the es-
timated $8.65 billion shift to chip 
cards will prevent only 37 percent 
of fraud during point-of-sale trans-
actions. Th e article also noted that 
it will not aff ect hacking or cyberat-
tacks, and importantly, it will not 
even help in the prevention of sto-
len card fraud, such as phone orders 
or Internet purchases with stolen 
card numbers. 
Card companies have been 
avoiding PINs and instead, widely 
adopting chip technology because 
it is a cheaper option as PINs are 
more expensive to administer. 
“We see the launch of Samsung 
Pay as another signifi cant mile-
stone that could lead to greater 
consumer adoption of mobile pay-
ments—especially in [the United 
States] where consumers are dem-
onstrating an increased interest 
in using mobile devices to make 
secure Visa transactions,” said Bill 
Gajda, senior vice president and 
global head of strategic partner-
ships and innovation for Visa. 
Samsung is hoping that its pay-
ment feature will lure customers 
from Apple products, which have 
been dominating sales. In the 
fourth quarter, Apple outsold Sam-
sung with the success of iPhone 6 
and iPhone 6 Plus, driving Apple 
sales up to 49 percent while Sam-
sung smartphone sales dropped 
12 percent.
According to the Groupe Spe-
ciale Mobile Association’s annual 
report on Mobile Money for the 
Unbanked, the mobile fi nancial 
services sector continued to grow 
in 2014. Th e industry currently has 
255 mobile money services in oper-
ation across 89 countries, and mo-
bile money services are available in 
60 developing markets. 
Samsung and Apple will likely 
continue to ferociously battle it 
out to maintain and generate con-
sumer loyalty. According to Forbes, 
since 2011, Apple and Samsung 
collectively fi led over 40 patent 
lawsuits against each other, some 
with hefty winnings.
In its 2014 State of the Industry 
report, GSMA found that regula-
tors are increasing modifying fi -
nancial rules to permit more ser-
vices from non-bank providers of 
mobile money services. “Th is is 
the kind of momentum we need 
to go from a science project to re-
ality,” said James Anderson, group 
head and senior vice president for 
mobile and emerging payments 
for MasterCard.
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Samsung challenges Apple for new customers with Samsung Pay
Samsung recently announced its new S6 Edge, which will feature its new mobile payment service, Samsung Pay.
STEVEN WEINER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e year was 1984. Mike Laz-
aridis was an engineering student 
at the University of Waterloo, and 
Douglas Fregin was an engineering 
student at the University of Wind-
sor. Together, the two childhood 
friends founded Canadian com-
pany Research In Motion, known 
today as BlackBerry Ltd. 
Th e company grew into one of 
the world’s most valuable technol-
ogy companies as it focused on 
creating a device that would appeal 
to the everyday business profes-
sional. An easy and secure con-
nection allowed emails to be sent 
and received away from the offi  ce. 
Th ey called their new product the 
BlackBerry.
Everyone from state senators to 
Hollywood actors used this phone 
to keep their business discussions 
alive and well. Th en, along came 
the iPhone- and Android-based 
smartphones. 
Since then, sales have been 
falling. On Nov. 21, 2014, Black-
Berry shares closed just above $6. 
Th is was the lowest share price the 
company has seen in 15 years. Try-
ing to compete with the two new 
record-breaking companies was no 
easy task. 
BlackBerry released a mess of 
new phones, but sales continued 
to drop. BlackBerry lost hold of the 
business community as its reputa-
tion was bogged down by archaic 
designs, such as the phone’s plastic 
keyboard.
Blackberry was ready for change 
as they announced the Blackberry 
Leap at the Mobile World Congress 
last week. Th e phone is their way 
of getting back into touch-screen 
phones. It has a 5-inch HD touch 
display, which is larger than previ-
ous models and boasts a 100 per-
cent touchscreen keyboard. 
In addition, it has an 8-mega-
pixel camera capable of recording 
1080 pixels at 30 frames per second. 
the newest BlackBerry 10 operating 
system and a 2800 milliampere-
hour battery. BlackBerry says that 
they tested the new battery and on 
average it lasts for 25 hours. 
 It also has 16 gigabytes of stor-
age, Wi-Fi, 4G mobile hotspot, 
Bluetooth 4.0 low energy and GPS 
functionality. Its impressive per-
formance is largely due to the new 
Qualcomm MSM 8960 1.5 GHz 
processor.  
Th e new features focus on mak-
ing sure businesses can rely on 
the processor to do their work at 
a speedy rate while not worrying 
about the battery suddenly dying. 
It will be interesting to see how this 
phone comes across to the public 
because there is still a focus on the 
keyboard. 
Th e Leap will retail for $275 
when it goes on sale in Europe in 
April. Th ere has been no news if 
it will be released in the United 
States.
Th e phone looks more toward 
mobile software and security off er-
ings rather than a device that is just 
competing with others in terms of 
specifi cations. John S. Chen, CEO 
of BlackBerry, focused much of his 
presentation on shifting BlackBer-
ry’s qualities to that of a company 
that is powering business services 
on a variety of devices. 
Th is is all part of a two-year 
turnaround plan to increase sales 
and raise the price of market 
shares. Th e company will not be 
successful at releasing new phones 
unless they win the attention of en-
trepreneurs who have to keep up 
with their work.
To do this, instead of competing 
with Android phones, BlackBerry 
has teamed up with the Google- 
developed powerhouse to access 
Samsung Knox, the South Korean 
company’s mobile security plat-
form. BlackBerry will now run An-
droid apps and implement more of 
its business-oriented environment 
to Samsung Knox by keeping work-
related apps separate from other 
data on the device. 
Secusite and Worklife are two 
new security programs exclusively 
available with BlackBerry that will 
be seen on Samsung Knox de-
vices as a way for companies to 
keep track of how employees use 
their phones. 
Th is will allow businesses to 
just pay for the employees’ work 
usage. It is a good trade-off  seeing 
as how companies will refrain from 
spending extra money when their 
employees send the cell phone bill 
sky-high with their leisurely Inter-
net browsing. In exchange, Black-
Berry will team up with Android to 
take down the iPhone.
Sanjay Khanna, senior analyst of 
mobile phones at IDC Canada, sees 
the new phone as one that will be 
issued by corporations rather than 
purchased as a personal device. 
“BlackBerry sees an opportunity 
for a mid-range device for securi-
ty-conscious organizations with 
younger or mid-level employees 
that favor touchscreen-only smart-
phones. In Canadian enterprises, 
it is unlikely the Leap would be a 
bring-your-own-device; rather, it 
would most likely be corporately is-
sued, owned and liable.” 
As well as announcing the Leap, 
BlackBerry has road-mapped the 
rest of its hardware for the year. 
Th ree more devices will be re-
leased: another of its high-end 
Porsche designs, an unnamed 
product with a physical keyboard 
and a dual-curved, all-touch slider 
design with a physical keyboard. 
BlackBerry’s latest phone, the 
Classic, will also be rereleased in 
the color white this month. Next 
month, it will be released in blue 
and bronze.
 With plans for all these phones 
to be released by the end of this 
year, there is no doubt that profi ts 
will be impacted in the near future.
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BlackBerry continues rebuilding efforts with new Leap phone
BlackBerry’s new phone, the BlackBerry Leap, features a fully touch-screen keyboard.
AMANDA ELSAYED
STAFF WRITER
While Twitter has become an 
enormously popular force in the 
realm of social media, there is an 
aspect to the company that many 
may be unaware of. 
With such a large amount of us-
ers, the data Twitter users produce 
is substantial. Outside companies 
have realized how useful this data 
can be and have begun to use it to 
their advantage.
Twitter is selling data to compa-
nies that are looking for new ways 
to advertise or promote their prod-
ucts. Th is is not the only thing that 
the data is being used for.
It has been discovered that 
many people actually tweet about 
the experiences, both positive 
and negative, that they have with 
certain products or services. 
Companies are now looking 
for these tweets and using them in 
order to obtain real feedback from 
customers, which is the data shar-
ing aspect of Twitter’s business 
operations. 
For example, if a customer has 
a bad experience while fl ying, 
this information may not actually 
reach customer service. Th e cus-
tomers may just choose to keep it 
to themselves. 
Twitter can provide companies 
with feedback they would not nor-
mally receive. Twitter executives 
see the potential in data they re-
ceive from tweeters, and may be-
gin to sell this data.
Social media has become a 
huge part of people’s daily lives 
and companies are being forced to 
roll with the times.
Twitter gives a company the 
opportunity to fi nd tweets about 
itself, in an eff ort to assist in better-
ing its services and ensuring that 
certain issues do not recur.
Th ese tweets can also guide a 
company on what products or ser-
vices it should continue to provide. 
Investors may also be interest-
ed to hear that with the licensing 
of data and “other revenue,” Twit-
ter received $47 million in the last 
quarter of 2014.
Th e practice of data sharing 
has been extremely successful for 
Twitter and is obviously providing 
the company with hefty returns. 
Twitter owns several compa-
nies that assist in “data-generat-
ing,” such as Crashlytics, Bluefi n 
Labs, MoPub, Gnip and a few other 
smaller companies. 
Furthermore, IBM and Twitter 
have joined forces, opening doors 
to even more success for the social 
network giant. 
Th e teaming up of IBM and 
Twitter is signifi cant because IBM’s 
presence will provide assistance 
to companies in sifting through 
tweets in order to fi nd the ones 
that pertain to each company.
Th e raw data requires technical 
knowledge in order to make it use-
ful. IBM will provide this service 
for Twitter. 
IBM has been training thou-
sands of its employees and famil-
iarizing them with the way that 
Twitter works in order to make 
their work effi  cient, while helping 
outside companies.
According to Twitter execu-
tives, their company has launched 
a new way for advertisers to cre-
ate targetable audience sections 
based on actions such as new in-
stalls, purchases or sign-ups. 
Following the collaboration 
of Twitter and IBM, the company 
will now make its tweets available 
through Google search as they are 
posted in real time.
Twitter CEO Dick Costolo 
has talked about making tweets 
available to those who are not 
registered users of the social 
network. 
Costolo is doing this in an eff ort 
to expand Twitter’s user base and 
raise advertising revenue by not 
limiting the people who see the 
advertisements to only those who 
have an account with them. 
Costolo has also released infor-
mation that tweets and advertise-
ments will be made available to 
Yahoo Japan and Flipboard. 
Th ough the company is not the 
only social network that engages 
in data sharing with companies, it 
seems that Twitter’s success is one 
of the most signifi cant. 
When asked what diff erentiates 
Twitter from other social networks, 
Chris Moody, vice president of 
data strategy for the company, 
stated, “From our perspective, the 
vast majority of our data is public, 
and we are very clear about what 
is public and what is not ... Other 
platforms are not always clear on 
that.”
Moody has also been empha-
sizing the importance of customer 
service and is striving to enhance it 
this coming year.
He was quoted, saying, “ ... we 
did the world a giant disservice in 
the 1950s when we introduced call 
centers.
Big companies thought about 
customer service as an operational 
expense, reducing the cost of in-
teracting with customers. Twit-
ter is about brand building, and 
brand value often gets measured 
in billions for some brands, it’s 
not about making a call cost 50 
cents less.” 
Consumers typically respond 
positively when they feel a com-
pany cares about their experience. 
Th e Twitter executives seem to 
be taking the company onto big-
ger things while simultaneously 
making network users’ experi-
ences with their own site and other 
companies’ products and services 
as satisfactory as possible.
ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER
A recent disparagement with 
short-selling investors has forced 
Lumber Liquidators to defend the 
quality of its inventory, as well as 
the integrity of the company. On, 
March 1, 60 Minutes, the inves-
tigative news program, attacked 
Lumber Liquidators. It claimed 
the company was selling laminate 
fl ooring with formaldehyde levels 
exceeding regulations set by the 
California Air Resources Board.
Th e telecast featured Whitney 
Tilson, founder and managing 
partner of Kase Capital manage-
ment, who accused the company 
of poor business practices. Lum-
ber Liquidators’ stock has per-
formed well in the New York Stock 
Exchange, with its highest value in 
November 2013. Tilson brought 
the claim against Lumber Liquida-
tors to 60 Minutes, which then de-
cided to air the report.
During the program, Tilson 
explained the issue and then dis-
closed the results of lab tests that 
had been conducted to investi-
gate his assertions. Some of the 
samples came back with results 
13 times above the legal formalde-
hyde limits in the state of Califor-
nia. Interviews of Chinese ware-
houses featured in the program 
reassured the legitimacy of the 
illegal formaldehyde levels, claim-
ing they were suppliers of Lumber 
Liquidators. 
Before the program was aired, 
Lumber Liquidators warned active 
investors of the future negative 
claims against the company that 
would appear in the media.  Short-
ly after, share values decreased by 
25 percent. Following the 60 Min-
utes report, the NYSE prevented 
the stock from being shared on 
Monday morning. When trad-
ing resumed, shares declined by 
an additional 20 percent. Tilson 
profi ted from his eff orts by about 
$1.4 million.
Other investors reacted diff er-
ently to the event. According to 
Forbes magazine, David Strasser, 
an investment analyst at Janney 
Capital Markets, divulged that the 
impact of the report on the com-
pany’s stock seemed exaggerated. 
Chinese laminate fl ooring only 
comprises 10 percent of the com-
pany’s total sales. 
In a press release published 
March 2, Lumber Liquidators de-
nied all of the 60 Minutes allega-
tions. Th ey stated that the testing 
methods used by 60 Minutes were 
“improper” and that third-party 
test results of formaldehyde lev-
els satisfying the California le-
gal limitations can be found on 
Lumber Liquidators’ website. Th e 
company declared, “… our prod-
ucts are 100 percent safe and our 
testing is thorough.” Th e company 
concluded its response by stating, 
“We stand by every plank of wood 
and laminate we sell all around 
the country and will continue to 
deliver the best product at the 
best price to our growing base of 
valued customers.”
Despite Lumber Liquidators’ 
assurance of its compliance, local 
customers in California are taking 
legal action against the company. 
Th e plaintiff s argue that the com-
pany put their families at risk by 
selling them laminate with exces-
sive amounts of formaldehyde, a 
concerning carcinogen.  
A low stock market value and 
a lingering lawsuit are only the 
beginning of problems that the 
company will have to mediate. If 
found liable, Lumber Liquidators 
would then face criminal penal-
ties as a result of illegal business 
practices. Revenue will likely be 
adversely aff ected as a result of the 
bad publicity. 
Lumber Liquidators falls Tweets revolutionize customer service
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BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
STAFF WRITER
On Tuesday, March 10, Baruch 
College hosted a CEO Trust event 
at the Robert Zicklin Center for 
Corporate Integrity. At the event, 
titled “Utopian Dreams: Early Ex-
periments in Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility,” speaker Marc Hodak 
talked about the history of utopian 
experiments in 19th and 20th cen-
tury America and the impact these 
experiments have had on the cor-
porate American landscape. Th e 
short lecture was followed by a 
question-and-answer session.
Hodak is the founder of Hodak 
Value Advisors, a consulting and 
research fi rm that advises boards, 
owners and senior managers on 
corporate performance manage-
ment, executive compensation, or-
ganizational incentives and related 
governance issues. 
Hodak has been an adjunct pro-
fessor of corporate governance at 
NYU Stern School of Business since 
2004. As a blogger and author, Ho-
dak writes on corporate gover-
nance, executive compensation 
and managerial incentives. 
He spent a signifi cant portion 
of his time recapitulating major 
utopian experiments. Th ere have 
been over 300 of these hosted in 
the United States, and according 
to Hodak, many were theocratic, 
communistic or both. 
Hodak spoke specifi cally about 
Robert Owen’s New Harmony, the 
attempted Christian socialism in 
Hopedale, Massachusetts and John 
Humphrey Noyes’ Bible commu-
nism in Oneida, New York. Some of 
the experiments were purely social 
while others resembled a business. 
Most of them failed. 
Hodak has spent much time re-
searching these experimental com-
munities. According to him, there 
are three criteria that must be met 
by one of these societies in order to 
be labeled successful. He described 
how each attempt to create a Uto-
pian community failed to meet one 
or more of the criteria. 
Th e criteria, as Hodak put it, 
are vision, viability and validation. 
He explained that these meant a 
given experiment had to have a 
clear idea with a specifi c goal, have 
success and be easily replicated or 
reproduced. 
After speaking about social ex-
periments, Hodak began to talk 
about “for-profi t companies that 
tried Utopian concepts.” One ex-
ample he brought up was George 
Pullman’s attempt to solve the la-
bor unrest of the late 1800s by cre-
ating a new manufacturing plant as 
well as an adjacent, fully functional 
town for the plant workers to live. 
He noted that the plant ulti-
mately failed because the company 
board of directors was unwilling to 
risk the decreased profi tability of 
the town and canceled the whole 
project. 
Hodak brought up an important 
concept for the business world and 
put it “in perspective of a gover-
nance view with regards to corpo-
rate social responsibility.” Accord-
ing to Hodak, there are essentially 
two theories concerning corporate 
governance. 
One theory is shareholder pri-
macy, meaning that the company is 
supposed to operate for the benefi t 
of the shareholders and investors. 
Hodak referred to the other theory 
as the concession theory of corpo-
rate governance. Th is second view 
holds that the company should 
be run for the benefi t of the stake-
holders, or anyone with an interest 
in the company. Th is includes not 
only investors but also the employ-
ees, customers and community, 
in general.
Hodak closed his talk with 
“some lessons to tie corporate re-
sponsibility back to the modern 
age.” One lesson is that corpora-
tions need to be careful not to trade 
vision with viability with regards 
to new plans. Hodak suggested 
that new plans be implemented 
with incremental steps to reduce 
risk greatly. 
Another lesson Hodak empha-
sized was that corporations should 
always consider that, with every vi-
sion and plan, there is an infi nite 
number of places resistance can 
come from. Companies need to be 
careful of prematurely declaring, as 
Hodak phrased it, mission accom-
plished. Even after a plan seems to 
have worked, problems can arise 
down the line. 
Responding to a question on 
what the next big experiment was 
going to be, Hodak said, “I would 
be personally happy if we simply 
scrapped the dominant budget-
based incentive plan systems that 
we have in corporate America and 
go back to the simple profi t-sharing 
idea. It’s really hard to do.” 
Hodak later elaborated on the 
diffi  culties of a profi t-sharing busi-
ness model. “Ironically, I think 
that while profi t sharing sounds 
simple—and I’ve implemented 
it—it is actually really hard. Th ere 
are a lot of subtle issues with profi t 
sharing,” he said. “When you’re in 
a profi table company for fi ve, six 
or seven years in a row and you’re 
used to these profi t shares coming 
in, the company can hit a bump 
and there’s no profi ts for a while. 
What happens is: these profi t shar-
ing checks disappear. Th e workers 
have pretty short memories, and 
they weren’t saving these bonus-
es. Th ey start getting used to [the 
bonuses] and they start spending 
them on stuff . When [bonuses] get 
cut off , [there’s] a lot of dissatisfac-
tion among the workforce.” 
Hodak closed on a positive note, 
stating that many corporations 
have implemented profi t-sharing 
successfully and that he hopes to 
see more companies do it, pos-
sibly as the economy continues to 
recover.
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Marc Hodak gives seminar on corporate social responsibility
Hodak commented on the inﬂ uence of early utopian experiments on modern-day corporate social responsibility.
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For the past 30 years, Feit Inter-
disciplinary Seminars have been 
off ering students opportunities to 
interact with professors of multiple 
disciplines on topics of special in-
terest. Because the seminar brings 
instructors from diff erent fi elds, 
they are able to give students a 
more complete, multifaceted view 
on a topic. 
As described on the program’s 
website, Feit Seminars “speak to 
important themes and issues not 
ordinarily covered in the stan-
dard Weissman curriculum and 
refl ect the special interests and 
research areas of our faculty.” 
Needless to say, these highly spe-
cialized courses are off ered to 
students who are both highly suc-
cessful in their regular coursework 
and who desire an even more 
enriching education. 
For example, last Fall, one 
of the three seminars off ered, 
“Soundtracks: History and its Mu-
sic in Modern America,” focused on 
the history of American pop music 
and its relationship with sociocul-
tural and political trends. Th e pro-
fessors chosen to lead this course 
were Carol Berkin from the Depart-
ment of History and Liz Wollman 
from the Department of Fine and 
Performing Arts. 
Although Feit Seminars have al-
ways off ered unconventional and 
engaging courses, they are cur-
rently involved in something that 
has never been done before. Th is 
Spring, one of the seminars off ered, 
“Nuestra America: Identities, Lan-
guages, Literature, and Society,” is 
the fi rst of its kind; it is being con-
ducted completely in Spanish. 
A project of this kind does not 
simply appear out of the blue. Ac-
cording to Professor Hedwig Feit 
from the Department of Black and 
Latino Studies, she fi rst thought 
about conducting a course in Span-
ish last summer during a meeting 
with Professor Lourdes Gil from 
the same department and Pro-
fessor David Cruz de Jesus from 
the Department of Comparative 
Literature and Modern Languages. 
Feit believes that a course of 
this kind was necessary because of 
the rising rate of Spanish speakers 
in the United States. “Th e Span-
ish language is one of the richest 
languages, and if you see what is 
happening in the United States, the 
language is increasing in numbers, 
and, by statistics, by the year 2030, 
the United States will be the fi rst 
Spanish-speaking country.” 
However, she also noticed that 
many Latino students at Baruch 
do not have a complete education 
on the Latin American world. “Th e 
most important, though, is that I 
realized how lacking the United 
States, in general, and Baruch 
is about the knowledge of Latin 
America,” she said.
“Nuestra America” is a course 
focused on analyzing the evolu-
tion of the Latin American iden-
tity and its connection to the 
Spanish language in the context 
of major historical, cultural and 
political events. Th e multidisci-
plinary nature of Feit Seminars 
allows for professors from all 
fi elds to converge on one topic 
to give students a more complete 
learning experience. 
Gil sees the beauty in the team-
work between herself, Feit and Cruz 
de Jesus. She believes that with her 
expertise in the literature of philol-
ogy, coupled with Feit’s knowledge 
of Latin American history and Cruz 
de Jesus’ skills as a linguist, they are 
able to give students an in-depth 
look into the “many languages spo-
ken in Latin America” as well as its 
history, culture and politics. 
Cruz de Jesus has no doubt that 
the combination of all these fi elds 
will allow students to fi nd a better 
defi nition of the “Latin American 
identity.” He said, “All with focus 
of trying to sort of identify what is 
Latin American identity, we try to 
defi ne that looking at it from three 
diff erent perspectives—the social 
sciences, from the literature and 
from the language—to see if, in 
fact, we can really talk about Latin 
American identity or rather Latin 
American identities.” 
Th ere is great hope for the future 
of the seminars at Baruch. Accord-
ing to Feit, every professor she has 
known during her time at Baruch 
has wanted to conduct a seminar. 
Cruz de Jesus is sure that there 
are Spanish-speaking professors 
in other departments who would 
be able to create other fascinating 
seminars as well. “Th ey are from 
black and latino studies, I am from 
modern languages, but we can 
have other Spanish-speaking fac-
ulty in sociology and political sci-
ence, and it would be great to de-
velop courses in Spanish where we 
can have this exchange of ideas.”
Since their introduction, Feit 
Seminars have only been con-
ducted in English. Th is is a ground-
breaking development and opens 
the door for similar opportunities 
in the future. Last year’s interim 
director of Feit Seminars, Profes-
sor Paula Berggren, said as much; 
“If you could get 15 people together 
in the same language who wanted 
to study with two mentors who 
have that language in common, it 
would be extremely interesting. So, 
yes, Spanish is the beginning, but it 
doesn’t have to be the end.”
Weissman Feit Seminar is conducted for first time ever in Spanish
BY STEVIE BORRELLO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Women’s History Month is a 
time to refl ect on the progress made 
by women and also empower them 
to become leaders of the future. 
Marvel Comics has done its part in 
recognizing this time by releasing a 
series of comic book covers created 
and designed by women, highlight-
ing the female presence in what 
was previously a male-dominated 
industry.
From depicting a female Hawk-
eye to the Unbeatable Squirrel Girl, 
these artists show that Marvel is 
more than the overly muscular and 
manly Iron Man, Th or and Captain 
America. In an industry that might 
appear structured in traditional 
cartoon styles and characters, 
these female artists are display-
ing various techniques, from more 
anime-styled covers to children’s 
storybook-like pieces, proving one 
cannot judge Marvel by a comic 
book cover.
Th e proportions of the female 
body on these covers are a refresh-
ing sight for comic book fans, in-
cluding Brandon Rodriguez, junior 
and digital marketing major at 
Baruch College. 
“A lot of the artists, especially 
the male artists, tend to draw wom-
en very busty and completely out 
of proportion,” he said, “and now, 
you’re starting to have more artists, 
especially the female artists, draw-
ing women how they’re supposed 
to actually look. Th ey all come in 
diff erent sizes and shapes; they’re 
human beings.”
Ms. Marvel is not only fi ghting 
crime without the prefi x of Mrs. 
but is also doing so fully clothed in 
a poster by Noelle Stevenson. In a 
world where the only role for wom-
en was to be a love interest or a sexy 
badass superhero or villain, who 
was still only ever on the sidelines 
in a male-dominated storyline, be-
ing the sole character whose role 
is not to be aesthetically pleasing 
for the man is a step in the right 
direction, according to Rodriguez.
Th is new representation of 
women in comics also comes at a 
crucial time when, as Rodriguez 
emphasized, the comic book and 
video game industry’s top con-
sumers are women. “As time pro-
gresses, the society shapes up to be 
more diverse, and I think it’s a good 
thing to kind of get the younger kids 
now to have role models that they 
can look up to, or characters they 
can look up to in comics, that look 
more like them and can be more 
like them.”
Marvel has also recognized vari-
ous ethnicities and has begun to 
represent several groups, because 
the muscular white male and sexy 
white female are not the only two 
types of people in existence. “Right 
now, they revamped the whole 
Avengers team. Th ey have a black 
Captain America. Th ey have a lot 
more women on the team. Th ey 
have even other characters outside 
the Avengers; Ghost Rider, who 
was for a long time a white male 
character, is now a Latino male 
character, which is really cool,” said 
Rodriguez.
While this month has a focus on 
women, it also sheds light on the 
idea that equality for and represen-
tation of women can only be suc-
cessful when other races and sexu-
alities are also portrayed, showing 
the depth of humanity beyond the 
one stereotype constantly present-
ed in the media. Sophomore Anna 
Chen, who is majoring in account-
ing, explained, “Whenever we usu-
ally think of superheroes, we think 
of males only, but I think it’s great 
now that they incorporate more fe-
male roles and [are] letting people 
know it’s not only a male-dominat-
ed superhero world. Th ere are also 
women.”
Rodriguez stressed how im-
portant it is to portray these other 
people as it is benefi cial not only to 
the underrepresented but also to 
the inaccurate portrayals of what 
is expected to be the muscular 
appearance and aggressive, stub-
born mentality of men that needs 
to change. 
“You have a lot of these fanboys 
that are going around complaining 
about how, ‘Oh, the character has 
been this for so long, blah blah,’ 
but there needs to be change,” he 
asserted. “Th e times are changing, 
and it’s not fair that you guys have 
had all this for so long when wom-
en and people of color have never 
had anything to look up to.”
Although Chen and Rodriguez 
believe Marvel has made strides in 
representing women and various 
people of color, they feel that there 
is still room for improvement.
“Let’s face it, with the Aveng-
ers fi lm—Captain America gets his 
own fi lm, Iron Man gets his own 
fi lm, Th or gets his own fi lm—but 
what about Black Widow? What 
does she get?” said Rodriguez. 
“Th ey announced the fi lm roster for 
the next three years for Marvel, and 
nowhere on there is Black Widow.”
DC Comics is making a Wonder 
Woman fi lm, but that is the only 
female-led fi lm that DC is making. 
“And there’s a plethora, there’s 
just so many awesome female char-
acters that they’re just not making 
movies of,” said Rodriguez.
Separate from the comic book 
world but still relating to people 
fi ghting crime and saving humanity 
is Sony’s recreation of Ghostbusters. 
Th e all-female cast was announced 
earlier this year and was applauded 
by many, but it also caused major 
uproar, enough so that Sony de-
cided to also create an all-male-
cast fi lm as well, according to 
Rodriguez.
Instead of feeling defeated for 
Sony’s large step back for a step for-
ward, Rodriguez supported making 
a diff erence. “Honestly, the only 
thing I will probably do is not see 
the male Ghostbusters. I’ll give my 
money to the female one, because 
that’s honestly what you’re sup-
posed to do.”
Marvel women celebrated with realistic superhero depictions
Marvel has taken on the challenge of creating better, more realistic superhero women in a changing, volatile world. 
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Feit Seminars, known for exploring important themes and issues outside the norm, strive to broaden their linguistic horizons. 
Feit believes that a course 
of this kind was necessary 
because of the rising rate 
of Spanish speakers in the 
United States. “The Spanish 
language is one of the richest 
languages, and if you see 
what is happening in the 
United States, the language 
is increasing in numbers, 
and, by statistics, by the year 
2030, the United States 
will be the ﬁ rst Spanish-
speaking country.”
BY KSENIYA KOSMINA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Amid the fast pace of New York 
City, people have no tolerance for 
failure. Th e city has no dearth of 
qualifi ed candidates for any posi-
tion imaginable, as everyone wants 
to make it big in the city of opportu-
nity. College students face histori-
cally tremendous pressure to fi nd 
internships to break into a desired 
industry while simultaneously pay-
ing their extensive list of bills. 
Unfortunately, students are 
forced to choose between accept-
ing an internship off er, which is of-
ten unpaid, or a job that will pay the 
bills but have nothing to do with 
their professional interests. Th e 
choice comes down to weighing 
the unique benefi ts and drawbacks 
of accepting each off er at a given 
point in time, with one’s long-term 
goals and ambitions in mind.
In the recovering U.S. economy, 
paying internships are becom-
ing as common as easy entry into 
prestigious fi rms or institutions of 
higher learning. Th e competition 
among eager, overqualifi ed can-
didates allows employers to with-
hold payment while having their 
pick of the creme de la creme, most 
of who come from affl  uent back-
grounds. Hence, many prospec-
tive employees do not feel pres-
sured to ask for compensation for 
their labor. 
Th e national regulations on the 
U.S. labor law webpage state that 
for-profi t organizations are exempt 
from paying interns if the job de-
scription fi ts with certain criteria 
like exhibiting “similarity to train-
ing, which would be given in an ed-
ucational environment,” or if “the 
internship experience … benefi ts 
the intern.”
Businesses have taken a full ad-
vantage of such leeway, withhold-
ing due monetary compensation 
from back-breaking interns, some 
of whom, like many Baruch College 
students, had to make a diffi  cult 
choice to either forgo a paying job 
or, in addition to interning, have to 
work part time to support them-
selves and fi nance the opportunity 
to intern for no pay.
Questioning over 34,000 U.S. 
students, the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers com-
piled an annual statistical analysis 
of the 2014 graduating class. Over 
61 percent of graduates participat-
ed in at least one internship before 
graduating, with 46.5 percent of 
them being unpaid. 
Researchers identifi ed that 
while 63 percent of graduates who 
held paid internships received at 
least one job off er upon gradua-
tion, with 61 percent choosing to 
work full time for their internship 
provider, only 37 percent of unpaid 
interns were in the same situa-
tion. Oddly, 35 percent of students 
who had never interned never-
theless received off ers right upon 
graduation. 
Th e median starting salary of 
former unpaid interns was lower, 
$35,721, compared to the $37,087 
earned by students with no intern-
ship experience. Graduates with 
paid internship experience, how-
ever, out-earned both, starting at 
$51,930.
Many horror stories have been 
told about miserable interning ex-
periences where heartless bosses 
assigned interns menial tasks like 
fetching coff ee and dry clean-
ing, yet plenty of students have 
found their professional passions 
and started their careers in an 
interning role.
Maria Loginova, a sophomore 
majoring in computer informa-
tion systems, spoke about her paid 
summer internship experience.
“Interning at JPMorgan was an 
amazing experience. It reassured 
my interest in investment bank-
ing, as I got to work with employees 
from diff erent parts of the world,” 
she shared. “Most importantly, I 
felt like I was an important part of 
the team since my opinion was al-
ways valued. In a decision between 
an unpaid internship and a job, I 
would choose an unpaid internship 
because experience is everything.”
“If you can get your ground go-
ing with work, regardless if it is 
interning or a part-time, that is 
key. An internship that pays bet-
ter than a part-time job is great, 
but you need keep your reality 
checked and know if that job is go-
ing to be short or long term and if 
you are interested in that fi eld. I 
am planning to stick with my job 
through and beyond graduation. 
Th ere are many great aspects about 
it that I really like, and I see dif-
ferent areas of opportunities and 
development,” shared Anna Gial-
lombardo, a junior majoring in cor-
porate communication, who works 
in the operations department at 
Signature Bank.
Students should also keep in 
mind interning for credit, which 
provides course credit for interning 
at a company that agrees to provide 
college credit instead of pay. Th e 
only drawback is the payment that 
a student has to make to Baruch 
to enroll in and receive credit for a 
preapproved internship course.
Working, on the other hand, can 
provide for one’s practical needs 
like paying extensive bills and mak-
ing the life of a broke, harried stu-
dent bearable, depending on the 
hours and the pay.
One has to consider the op-
portunity cost of either decision. 
While not the most aff ordable op-
tion if unpaid, an internship can 
open doors to the industry or fi rm 
of one’s interest, providing pro-
fessional opportunities that can 
jumpstart one’s career before 
leaving college.
Several students shared their 
opinions on jobs and internships, 
with the majority placing more im-
portance on getting professional 
experience that will be helpful in 
the long run. 
Tingting Chen, a sophomore 
majoring in fi nance, spoke about 
her unpaid fi nance internship at a 
nonprofi t organization.
“It could have been better if it 
was paid,” Chen admitted. “How-
ever, I believe that it’s still a great 
[opportunity] to explore my inter-
ests and get hands-on experience 
that can better prepare me for the 
future career.” 
Ledia Gjoka, a junior majoring 
in marketing, spoke about her part-
time job. “I wasn’t working in my 
fi eld; I was cold-calling to remind 
the members of the organization 
to renew their memberships. I en-
joyed it, my coworkers were great, 
and whenever someone would re-
new, it was a moral boost. I prob-
ably would not have worked for 
free; I wasn’t gaining any skills that 
pertained to my major.”
Linda Adnil, a junior majoring 
in corporate communication said, 
“For me, every internship is an op-
portunity to learn. Yet, I would not 
[choose] an unpaid internship. I 
would not work for that fi rm be-
cause [an] unpaid internship shows 
that the fi rm doesn’t invest in you 
the way you invest into them.”
Students weigh the benefits of internships over paying jobs
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The choice comes down to deciding whether an unpaid internship serves the best 
interests of one’s long-term goals versus their immediate needs.
Clutter is best avoided by giving less importance to sentimentality
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Humans, by nature, hold onto 
clutter, some of it tangible, some of 
it intangible. Tangible clutter rang-
es from objects to things that hold 
sentimental value in a person’s 
heart. Intangible clutters include 
memories or associations that are 
in their minds. 
Siobhan Lawson, a senior ac-
counting major, admitted, “I have 
always been the person who valued 
intangible objects over tangible 
objects. It will become problem-
atic when those memories are from 
someone who used to mean a lot 
to you.” 
Lawson shared that she remem-
bers all the things an ex-lover gave 
her during their relationship and 
how that translates to memories in 
her mind that she can no longer let 
go of. Th is makes her end up hold-
ing onto the physical objects as 
a result.
“Th ere are things I cannot throw 
away, simply because it holds 
too many memories with it,” she 
shared.
“You can throw away physical 
things, but you cannot avoid plac-
es for too long. Th ey live in your 
memories whether you want to re-
member it or not. Th is is the type of 
clutter that is problematic to me,” 
Lawson concluded.  
Walton Yip, a senior corporate 
communication major, shared that 
keeping certain clutter can eventu-
ally be an advantage in the future.
“I believe that I keep tangible 
clutter around sentimentally, de-
spite the fact that it might become 
problematic. Th e fact that such ob-
jects hold memories and meaning 
behind them, which can be seen 
as an intangible clutter as itself, 
there is a potential that it can hurt 
a person to an extended degree. To 
clear this clutter, besides physically 
discarding these items, it would 
be to fi rst come to terms with it, 
or in other words, compromise 
with yourself or with the person. 
Th en use that lesson as a step-
ping stone in the future when you 
might encounter more clutter,” Yip 
explained. 
Andrew Mai, a junior account-
ing major, brought up how people 
remind themselves what makes 
them happy could be the key to 
minimizing the dangers of clutter. 
Mai summarized that instead of 
keeping this clutter to oneself, the 
solution to reinsuring that it will 
not be a problem is if one speaks to 
others about the issue.
“Tangible and intangible things 
diff er with each individual because 
everyone is going down a diff erent 
path. Generally, tangible objects 
often lead the individual to revisit 
memories therefore making the 
individual upset; however, there 
are subtle things that are tangible, 
such as places that contain the 
memories that you hold dear,” 
Mai shared.
“On the other hand, intangible 
objects are something you can’t 
get rid of,” he continued. “I think 
the clutter will become unbearable 
and problematic when you keep it 
bottled inside and don’t have any-
one to share the problems with. I 
feel that having someone to let your 
steam out makes a diff erence be-
cause they can guide you through 
those rough times.” 
Mai shared a personal experi-
ence, a testament to his opinions. 
“When I broke up with my ex-girl-
friend, I felt like all of the tangible 
objects would bring back memo-
ries that I wouldn’t need, so my 
advice would be to get rid of all the 
tangible things. Remember, fi rst 
and foremost, you must keep your-
self happy. If you aren’t making 
yourself happy, then who is?”
Albert Anderson, a freshman 
marketing major, explained what 
was truly sentimental to him. What 
was important to him was that he 
must remember how he felt and 
what he did in the past with certain 
occurrences. 
Anderson started, “I’m more 
likely to keep physical clutter, 
things that are inherently value-
less but carry a lot of sentimental 
value. I have a drawer at home full 
of things like a postcard from a ski 
resort, a business card from a res-
taurant I ate at during a road trip, 
a CD signed by one of my favorite 
singers when I got to meet them, 
and the name tag from a student 
conference I went to.”
To keep his memories fresh in 
mind, Anderson started recording 
dates of signifi cant days that were 
important to him. “I feel that these 
objects are catalogues of my per-
sonal experiences,” he explained. 
“I’m always worrying that I’m go-
ing to forget a special day or a good 
time that I had. I want to remember 
it all. As a result, I have an eerily 
impressive ability to recall the exact 
date I met someone. It all means so 
much to me.” 
Anderson shared his thoughts 
on a personal level: “To remem-
ber how I felt and what I did or 
who I did it with is very important 
to me, because for me, that’s how 
my identity has been forged. I also 
keep thousands of pictures on my 
phone with specifi c individuals to 
help me remember them as well.” 
Anderson shared that this was his 
reassurance that he lived fully and 
that his life did not simply pass him 
by. His biggest fear is forgetting; the 
clutter helps him process diffi  cult 
emotions.
“Live simply, but fully,” Ander-
son concluded. 
Students ﬁ nd themselves holding onto things until they realize that it is detrimental to letting go and moving on in their lives.
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
“To remember how I felt and 
what I did, or who I did it 
with is very important to me 
because for me that’s how 
my identity has been forged. 
I also keep thousands of 
pictures on my phone to help 
me remember that as well,” 
Anderson shared that this 
was his reassurance that his 
life did not simply pass him 
by.  “Live simply, but fully,” 
he concluded.
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BY AANCHAL SOMANI
STAFF WRITER
Change is urged by driven in-
dividuals inspired to take a stance 
against deep-rooted societal issues. 
It happened when Mohammad Ali 
spoke against race discrimination, 
refused to serve in the Vietnam War 
and spent fi ve years in jail for his 
actions. It happened when Cleve-
land Cavaliers forward LeBron 
James donned the “I Can’t Breathe” 
T-shirt in tribute of Eric Garner, a 
43-year-old African-American man 
who died from chest compression 
after being held in a chokehold 
for selling untaxed cigarettes on a 
street corner. 
It happened when the fi lm For-
gotten Prisoners: Th e Amnesty Files 
urged the public to voice their sup-
port of six men sentenced to 17 
years in prison for wrongful convic-
tions, who were ultimately brought 
to justice. Th ese men had been 
through nearly 12 years of unsuc-
cessful defense trials and appeals; 
however, upon the release of this 
fi lm, an increase in public spot-
light brought the trial’s verdicts into 
greater speculation, and justice for 
these men was delivered.
A critical factor that continues to 
drive these issues home is celebrity 
advocacy. According to researchers 
at the University of Michigan-Dear-
born, celebrities play a growing role 
in political advocacy through social 
settings and media. Public expo-
sure of issues is maintained long 
enough for policy changes to take 
place. Combined with the degree 
of celebrity popularity, technology 
spreads awareness among the pub-
lic but most powerfully infl uences 
the tech-savvy generations. 
Jessica Lau, sophomore and ac-
counting major at Baruch College, 
said, “You look up to these role 
models. Younger generations are 
more aware of these problems that 
are going on because of technology 
and are more willing to take action 
and bring changes in the country.”
International Women’s Week 
has inspired, introduced and rein-
troduced numerous movements in 
support for women’s equality. Th e 
Oscars on Feb. 22 saw Patricia Ar-
quette calling for the extension of 
civil rights of women, particularly 
equal pay for women. Her speech 
was met with a positive response 
from the audience.
For years, statistics have re-
vealed pay inequity between the 
genders. Th is has been a topic 
intertwined in occasional discus-
sions; however, it has never been 
enough to inspire widespread 
women’s equality movements 
across genders and races. 
Th e day after the Oscars, re-
porters criticized Arquette for her 
words, citing the Equal Pay Act of 
1963, which granted civil rights and 
equal pay to women under former 
President John F. Kennedy’s New 
Frontier Program. Th ey claimed 
that the issue she was addressing 
was irrelevant. Further controversy 
ensued when she called upon and 
inadvertently marginalized specifi c 
gender and demographic groups 
to support women’s rights move-
ments. Media attention infl amed 
this Oscar speech, keeping Ar-
quette’s statements in public spot-
light for an extended period of time. 
Arquette was reportedly shocked 
by the public outcry to her speech. 
She later clarifi ed that it was not her 
intent to off end anyone.
Celebrity initiatives have been 
on the rise in the past year. Emma 
Watson’s HeForShe campaign is 
a popular initiative. On Sept. 20, 
2014, the actor gave a speech at 
the United Nations highlighting 
her message to the public, particu-
larly men, to become involved in 
the movement toward equality of 
the genders. She stated that this is 
more than just a women’s move-
ment, men are a critical part of this 
progression. 
In inspiring people to help make 
a diff erence by giving them a plat-
form to speak, she said, “Th e im-
pact of gender inequality and how 
it has been aff ecting men hasn’t re-
ally been addressed. I really want-
ed to address that. Also, society in 
general devalues the ‘she,’ mean-
ing qualities that are associated 
with the feminine that are found in 
all of us. Th is results to imbalance 
and distortion and is hindering our 
progress, causing discrimination 
and violence, pain and fear, the 
world over.” 
On March 8, Watson held a 
Facebook real-time Q-and-A ses-
sion where she addressed the need 
for clarifi cation of the terms “femi-
nist” or “feminism.” Th e construed 
defi nition today is associated with 
“man-hate.” “Feminism is equality 
politically, culturally, social, and 
economically. It just means that 
you believe in equality. If you stand 
for equality, you are a feminist,” 
she defi ned. 
Th ere has been widespread rec-
ognition of her campaign from the 
public and other celebrities. Steve 
Carell, best known for Th e Offi  ce, 
wore HeForShe campaign cuff -
links to the Oscars earlier this year. 
Th ere have been both positive and 
negative reactions to Watson’s ef-
forts. Currently, there are a little 
over 200,000 men who have signed 
the petition on the campaign web-
site. Other initiatives, such as IM-
PACT 10x10x10, are in the process 
of being launched. Today, there 
are more women enforcing their 
stand on feminism rather than shy-
ing away from the term. More men 
are willing to refer to themselves 
as feminists as they have been in 
the past. 
Josh Solomwitz, sophomore and 
international business major, said, 
“I don’t think there should be a dis-
tinction about whom the petition is 
for. It should be universal and then 
there should be analyses on which 
sexes answered. Men should get 
involved, though.”
Th e documentary fi lm, India’s 
Daughter, produced by Leslee Ud-
win, refl ected on the movement 
for gender equality. Conversation 
regarding feminism and the need 
for total participation in the issue 
was addressed in the panel follow-
ing the U.S. premiere of this docu-
mentary on the 2012 Delhi rape of 
Jyoti Singh. Held in Baruch’s Mason 
Hall, the premiere was attended by 
celebrities from around the world. 
Udwin spoke at the event. Th e  au-
dience at the premiere included 
representatives from news stations, 
women’s movement campaigns 
and Baruch students. 
Th is event was an opportunity 
to stress the issue of rape not just 
in India but around the world. A 
speech by Freida Pinto at the end of 
the night called upon the men who 
support and also those who do not 
support the issue to talk about it “to 
defeat their own mindsets.”
Th e banning of the documen-
tary in India sends a message of the 
power it yields in infl uencing the 
emotions and actions of people. 
Caroline Czarnecki, a sophomore 
undeclared in major, shared, “I 
think it’s a great thing that it was 
banned because it draws attention 
to it. America loves to exercise its 
freedom. Americans see that it’s 
banned, which is a clear violation 
of freedom of speech and press. It’s 
‘wrong,’ and so Americans want to 
take action and advocate for the 
movement, creating a platform for 
the fi lm.”
Th e M.A.R.D. campaign is an-
other example of a global move-
ment for social change. Led by In-
dian fi lm director, actor and poet 
Farhan Akhtar, this movement 
stands for Men Against Rape and 
Discrimination. Th e inspiration of 
the campaign came from the pub-
lic reaction that Akhtar received 
after he wrote a poem, “What is 
this country I live in,” in which he 
channeled his anger over the Delhi 
rape case. 
Upon launch, the initiative 
went viral on Twitter and trended 
on Facebook in Indian communi-
ties worldwide. Bringing mental 
change to a far more conservative 
India is a hard feat that this actor 
has decided to take on with the 
support of Bollywood celebrities 
and the public. Akhtar attended 
a cricket match between Kolkata 
Knight Riders and King’s XI Pun-
jab on April 26, 2013, where he re-
cited the poem. It was also recited 
in Bengali by singer Shaan. Since 
2013, it has gained a tremendous 
amount of popularity and support. 
On March 10, Akhtar also made a 
statement pushing for the Indian 
government to lift the ban on In-
dia’s Daughter, stating that it does 
not defame India. 
Celebrities utilize their influence to advocate pertinent issues
Freida Pinto speaks at Baruch College’s premiere screening of India’s Daughter, a documentary about rape in India. 
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Patricia Arquette jolted the audience when she spoke out about gender-based pay 
inequality in the U.S. economy, which does not usually happen at awards shows.
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Emma Watson’s HeForShe movement asks men to be more involved in the ﬁ ght 
for women’s equality because they are a criticial part of the progression.
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Farhan Akhtar started M.A.R.D. in reaction to his disgust over the Delhi rape case. 
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BY MARY PAULINE POKORADI
NEWS EDITOR
Rarely do people consider what actually goes into their poison of choice. Any and every brand of alcohol under the sun fits into one of three general categories. Since 
traits of some drinks may be similar, such as flavor and color, the main way of differentiating between drinks is by understanding the processes behind every bottle.
When one realizes that every beer is essentially a combination of hops, cereal grains and yeast, the seemingly endless shelves of six packs at the supermarket begin to 
appear far less magical. Every beer in existence has gone through similar processes, regardless of whether a beer is branded as a “light summer ale” or a “dry stout.”
Whoever said that diamonds are a girl’s best friends has obviously never experienced an amazing bottle of wine. But finding this perfect bottle can be a daunting task if 
one is does not understand even the most common differences between the three common wine colors.
The majority of bottles in any liquor store fall under the category of distilled beverages. In comparison to beer and wine, the spirits category is easily the largest, strongest 
category of alcohol. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
What’s in my liquor?
A grapevine wrapped around your finger, a promise paid at the bar, you twist on your stool with heels crossed behind you. Bangs shaken and 
eyes stirred, visage bright and judgment deferred, you lean forward as if to speak. Mouth unhinged, tongue unfurled, breath hurled 
forward without care; but only the wind blistering in your soul passed by your lips. A clammy hand on a wrinkled forehead, 
mangled nails on crooked teeth. You wrack your mind for what you might have said; did you ask to dance? Did you 
give him your number? Did you offer sex? Did he ask for your age? Sweat collects in your dimples, stress 
surmounting behind a sheepish grin. Panicked and pusillanimous, you crumble into your martini 
glass, clasping the stem like death to your liver. Was it one glass of wine and a shot of Svedka? 
It matters not what sent you here, down to the feet of the devil in a dimly lit dive. You 
once boldly professed at the steps of your throne of lipstick tubes and mascara 
pens that you would make it home on your own. But as he got up to 
leave snickering, as he left you behind to melt in place, you 
knew the devil had hardly started to claw at your fate. 
So you perked yourself up, blooming like spring, 
spinning in your seat with a 10-dollar 
promise to keep, bubbly and 
boisterous again. No devil 
would stop you
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your grin, find 
another one to pester 
again. This time the words would be 
willful, this time the words would be right.
 This time you’d make it home without a devil in sight.
BY STEPHEN ELLIOTT
Rather than relying strictly on fer-mentation like its less alcoholic counterparts, hard liquor goes through an intensive distillation 
process to ensure the highest percentages 
of ethanol are achieved per batch. The dis-
tillation process utilizes bizarre equipment 
that would commonly be seen in a high 
school chemistry lab instead of a factory. 
Without going into too much detail, such 
distillation processes are nearly identical 
across all types of hard liquor. 
Such similarities are very apparent 
when comparing Irish whiskey, Scotch, 
Tennessee whiskey and bourbon to one 
another. To novice whiskey drinkers, the 
identical smoky flavor that all four boast 
causes a lot of room for misidentifications. 
Since whiskey is aged in wooden barrels to 
achieve this bold taste, the wood of the bar-
rel matters just as much as the actual key 
ingredients.
For example, even if corn is a prime 
factor in both bourbon and Tennessee 
whiskey, the other ingredients included in 
each whiskey’s mash are different. While 
Tennessee whiskey also contains rye and 
malted barley, bourbon derives its flavor 
from a mash of at least 51 percent corn with 
the remaining percentage being made up 
of rye, wheat or barley. Irish whiskey and 
Scotch tend to be the simpler whiskey de-
rivatives, using primarily unmalted barley 
and malted barley, respectively. 
Because of its overpowering flavor, most 
mixed drinks that include whiskey also in-
clude a sour or sweet element to counter 
the liquor’s harshness. For example, the 
Manhattan, a martini-esque drink using 
sweet vermouth and whiskey, is garnished 
with a cherry to reduce the whiskey’s bite.
On the contrary, vodka will forever 
stand out as the most versatile liquor due to 
its ability to be easily combined with nearly 
any mixer or other liquor. Of five clears on 
a bartender’s rack, the vodka bottle will 
be empty more frequently than the others 
due to the countless mixed drinks that rely 
heavily on it. Aside from the standard, un-
flavored vodka, most brands have also de-
veloped several artificially flavored vodkas 
as well.
It is odd to think that seemingly every 
drink, from the generic Screwdriver to the 
iconic James Bond vodka martini, depends 
on this potato-based liquor. As per tradi-
tion, vodka is made from previously fer-
mented cereal grains or potatoes, but some 
companies have substituted either these 
for fruits or sugar to cut back on produc-
tion expenses. Typically, vodka contains 
40 percent alcohol, and most of its produc-
tion can be traced back to Eastern Europe, 
particularly Russia, Ukraine and Latvia, to 
name a few. 
In more ways than one, gin can be con-
sidered vodka’s pretentious older brother. 
Even though both gin and vodka are clear 
liquors at the heart of several mixed drinks, 
the peculiar taste and strong aromatic 
scent that juniper berries give to gin make 
it an acquired taste to most people. 
Although considering that it was origi-
nally created as a medicine instead of a 
beverage, there is no real surprise as to 
why so few people regularly enjoy gin. 
Despite its general lack of appeal, how-
ever, gin will have a revival in the next few 
years as gin bars begin opening in recently 
gentrified areas.
Much like gin, straight-up tequila is far 
from a crowd favorite due to its unpleasant 
aftertaste. If it were not for overly sweet-
ened tropical drinks that mask the unpleas-
ant taste, the sales of tequila would dip sig-
nificantly. 
Tequila’s fiercely herbaceous taste 
comes from the blue agave plant, also 
called agave tequilana. A major factor in 
the taste of the tequila is tied to whether 
the agave was grown in the region’s high-
lands or lowlands. Agave that is grown at 
higher altitudes tends to produce sweeter, 
more expensive tequila than agave that was 
raised in the lowlands. Because this par-
ticular type of agave is only found in the re-
gion surrounding Jalisco, Mexico, the price 
of tequila tends to be higher than other 
hard liquors. 
Akin to tequila, rum is another liquor 
bold enough to harmonize with the intense 
citrus-flavored mix used to make most 
tropical cocktails. 
Compared to the other hard liquors, 
rum stands out with its subtly saccharine 
tones. This light sweetness is all that is left 
once molasses has gone through distilla-
tion. Because rum is derived from sugar 
dense syrup, more rigorous distillation is 
able to take place, meaning that rum with a 
higher alcohol percentage is produced. 
Aside from sugarcane, coconut extracts 
can be distilled as well to make light coco-
nut rum. Similarly to how types of whis-
key get their signature smoky taste, dark 
and light rums inherit their color from the 
wooden barrel they are distilled in.
Whether a wine will be red, white or rose is decided dur-ing the early stages of wine-making. Red wine is made 
when the pulp is fermented, resulting in 
the rich red and purple hues, while white 
wine is the produced by the fermentation 
of pure grape juices. 
The grape skins are removed during the 
juicing process, avoiding any of the skin’s 
color from transferring to the final product. 
However, if the grape juices are left with the 
skin long enough for the skins to dye the ex-
tracts, a light pink wine is created instead. 
Colloquially, this blush-colored wine is 
known as rose.
The initial fermentation of the wine can 
take anywhere from four to seven days, 
but the secondary fermentation period 
can vary in length depending on the yeast 
strain being used and the temperature that 
the wine is kept at. 
Ensuring that batch of wine is ferment-
ed enough is a very meticulous process, as 
winemakers have to take two gravity read-
ings every couple of days to check if the 
wine has finished fermenting.
Similarly to beer, the darker, bold reds 
and medium reds pair best with meals 
that include red meat, smoked meat or 
fish. Light, fruity red wines and most white 
wines pair best with fish, chicken, pas-
tas and roasted vegetable dishes the best. 
Sweet white wines pair the best with des-
serts, pastas and smoked meats while crisp, 
dry wines are best served to accentuate 
all vegetable-based dishes and most sea-
food. It is no wonder that so many cooking 
shows mention wine pairing during their 
segments, since it is safe to say that there 
is practically a wine for nearly every recipe.
The best known subcategory of wine is 
sparkling, which includes red, white and 
rose. Sparkling wines get their bubbles from 
carbon dioxide that is released by the yeast 
used in fermentation in a large barrel that 
can withstand the large amount of pressure 
that builds during fermentation. Many peo-
ple call all sparkling wines “champagne” 
habitually, but only sparkling wine made 
with grapes from the Champagne region of 
France can be rightfully called champagne. 
Such kinds of wine are best-suited for light 
foods and cheeses, which makes this the 
ideal drink to be served during special 
occasions and holiday parties.
Full-flavored, fortified wines make up 
another subcategory in the vino spectrum. 
Unlike its sparkling cousins, nothing dur-
ing the fermentation process needs to be 
altered to fortify a wine. A wine can be 
considered fermented if it has been mixed 
with either a brandy or it has been aroma-
tized with assorted herbs and spices. Typi-
cally, fortified wines that contain brandy 
are considered dessert wines and can be 
served either on their own or paired with 
any cakes and cookies being served. Des-
sert wines live up to their name by being 
very sweet.
Aromatized wines can either be used 
in mixing cocktails or consumed on their 
own as an aperitif. Both sweet and dry ver-
mouths, which are key to mixing martinis 
and Manhattans, fall under this category. 
Sweet vermouth is often used as a flavor foil 
in cocktails that incorporate heavy-flavored 
liquors, like whisky and scotch. In contrast, 
dry vermouth is used in only a handful of 
mixed drinks that uses a clear liquor, such 
as vodka and gin, as its base.
The wine family even has a solution for 
those who want to indulge in a beverage 
with all the fruity goodness of a mixed drink 
but without the high alcoholic content. In 
wine coolers, a fruit juice or a carbonated 
mixer is combined with wine to create what 
could be described as juice with a splash of 
alcohol. The alcohol content in wine cool-
ers is incredibly low, with an overall aver-
age of 6 percent.
Whether one’s emotions are as deep as a 
full-bodied red or as light as a crisp, spark-
ing dessert wine, there will always be a 
bottle of wine that knows how to reach your 
deepest grape-flavored desires.  
This news may delight those who ar-gue that most if not all beers taste identical, but even with the same production processes, there are 
still a lot of distinguishing factors that make 
beers like Guinness, Corona and Stella 
Artois very different.
The beer family is broken into two 
groups: lagers and ales. Both types of beer 
have roughly a dozen or so subcategories 
as well. However, rather than having any-
thing to do with differences in color, overall 
bitterness or even alcohol content, the dis-
crepancy between these two terms lies in 
the production of the actual products. 
To produce an ale, top-fermenting yeast 
are kept at a room temperature of 75 de-
grees Fahrenheit to ferment. Depending 
on the strain of yeast being used in pro-
duction, esters that affect the flavor of ales 
may be produced during fermentation. In 
contrast, lagers are produced by bottom-
fermenting yeasts that ferment the best 
in temperatures between 46 degrees to 59 
degrees Fahrenheit. 
This colder fermentation is said to give 
lagers their signature crisp taste. But since 
the fermentation occurs more quickly in 
warmer temperatures, lagers require more 
time than ales to brew.
But even though extra effort is needed 
to make lagers, ales tend to be effortlessly 
more popular with the mainstream market 
due to the wider variety that ales can be 
found in. But even with all these differenc-
es, both have low alcohol content, ranging 
from 4 percent to 9 percent. 
Since beer is a light alcoholic beverage, 
it can be paired with nearly every type of 
food, but there is no disputing that beer is 
often lazily thrown in a cooler near a platter 
of finger foods and snacks at parties. Fortu-
nately, there is a relatively easy way to deci-
pher what combinations of beers and foods 
complement each other. 
As a general rule, deeper-colored beers 
taste best with heavier meat dishes while 
paler beers accentuate lighter meats, sea-
food, salads and starchy dishes. Similarly, 
beers that are caramel to medium brown 
usually compliment smoked meats, roasted 
veggies or spicy foods. 
There is also a similar pattern for pair-
ing after-dinner treats. If a dessert is very 
rich like chocolate mousse or tiramisu, a 
darker beer should be selected. Differen-
tiating whether a dessert goes best with a 
medium- or light-colored is more difficult 
since some nut-based and fruit-flavored 
desserts can be complemented by a few 
different shades. 
Because of greater assortment in des-
serts, pairing such may prove to be a bit 
challenging. But luckily, several in depth 
charts can be found online if there are any 
second-guesses on the host’s part.
Still, if coordinating entire meals sounds 
too complex, anyone can dress up their 
beer with garnishes. Lime wedges or or-
ange slices can go a long way to make even 
the most basic brew pop. Some companies 
actually consider this and make garnish 
suggestions of their own right on the label. 
For example, since the standard Blue Moon 
is a witbier, or a pale summer ale, an orange 
slice or wheel is the recommended garnish 
for the standard Blue Moon.
With the variety of beers on the mar-
ket expanding endlessly, finding a beer to 
fit any occasion or mood that may arise is 
becoming easier by the day. It is this casual 
aura of accessibility that makes it no sur-
prise that beer is the third most-consumed 
drink in the world.
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of reds & whites
SPIRITS
of neats & cocktails
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There is no such thing as a typical college 
experience, and more importantly, there is 
no peer, professor or prerequisite course that 
mandates intoxication of any sort, ever. Con-
trary to popular belief, college can be any-
thing and everything one chooses to make 
of it, and the four years—give or take a year 
or two—spent in pursuit of higher education 
do not necessarily have to be spent literally 
chasing the highs of insobriety. 
While it may be true that drinking and 
smoking are often habits picked up during 
high school, college, especially a commuter 
school in one of the more popular areas of 
New York City like Baruch College, opens up 
a simultaneously exciting and intimidating 
new world of possibilities. These opportu-
nities obviously include both the good and 
the bad, such as easier access to drinking, 
whether it is the inconspicuous deli down 
the block that sells beer or the bar around the 
corner with a seemingly never-ending menu 
of cheap drink specials day after day. 
This thrilling, unexplored realm of what 
seems like an adult world provides for a stark 
contrast against the high school life once 
thought to be as edgy and daring, a life may-
be abandoned all too quickly for this new 
one. Nora Salama, a sophomore at Baruch 
looking to major in accounting, felt this dis-
parity upon starting college and understands 
how it is easy to get wrapped up in all the 
excitement. 
“In high school, I never had a group of 
friends as much as I did when I came to col-
lege. I started networking and building con-
nections. I never had this much amount of 
friends in high school; I was very unsocial. So 
when I came to college, I got exposed to peo-
ple that would go out on a regular basis, just 
get a drink for the day like it’s something nor-
mal. Seeing my friends just drink—it’s nice to 
see them having a good time, but I feel like I 
can have just as much of a good time without 
drinking,” explained Salama. 
She chooses to live a sober life for myri-
ad reasons including simply learning more 
about herself and her personal preferences 
as she grows up. For instance, she realized 
that seeing her friends when they would 
get drunk and not be in complete control of 
themselves was more than disconcerting for 
her; it is a scary situation to witness. Seeing 
this helped Salama remain steadfast in her 
sober lifestyle because she knows that she is 
not comfortable with the idea of not being in 
control of her thought and actions.
“It’s very different when you’re at home 
and when you’re at college, especially in a 
commuter school. You’re built in your home 
to have these morals and all of these ideals, 
and coming to college, you meet so many dif-
ferent people from different places around 
the world, especially at Baruch. You’re basi-
cally bound to adapt to the different types 
of people and what they do, and it’s not that 
you’re different because you’re drinking. It’s 
just something that’s new to you,” described 
Salama, who also chooses sobriety every day 
in devotion to her Muslim faith.
Similarly, Baruch senior and political sci-
ence major, Nayeem Choudhury, cites his 
Muslim beliefs as the main reason he too 
chooses to lead a sober life, but he does also 
recall very different conditions in high school 
compared to college that have been equally 
motivating for him in maintaining his life-
style. Like Salama, Choudhury finds being in 
control of his body and mind too precious a 
thing to risk letting slip from his grip just be-
cause of alcohol.
“I feel like drinking, it can lead to other 
things and whatnot. I wouldn’t want to put 
myself in a situation where I’m helpless or I 
don’t know what to do or I feel lost or whatev-
er. I like to maintain control, over my choices 
especially. In high school, I was not exposed 
to drinking at all. I was pretty straight edge,” 
he described. “I never went to any parties 
besides like birthday parties. So when I came 
here, I guess when I started hanging out with 
my friends, they were like, ‘Hey, let’s go to the 
bar after class,’ or something like that. And 
obviously, you don’t have to drink to have a 
good time, so I would go with them, order a 
water or coke or whatever.” 
Never having felt any sort of judgment 
from or discomfort around his friends when 
they drink, Choudhury instead just likes to 
make sure that everyone has a good time 
and gets home safe. He is not looking to be 
praised or thanked, and he does not like to 
see it as babysitting either. 
“I mean, you always need that one guy, 
right?” he chuckled. “It’s not that big of a re-
sponsibility, I would be looking out for my 
friends regardless. The fact that I don’t drink 
just makes it that much better, I guess. You 
can have a good time without drinking.” 
Thoughtful for a moment, Salama reflect-
ed on the very apparent differences between 
the surroundings she grew up around and 
the world she swapped them for upon at-
tending Baruch, as she mused, “It definitely 
has changed.” 
“I’ve never been exposed to alcohol in 
my household, or hanging out with my sis-
ter or my sister’s friends, or people that I 
know in the same religion as me. So to see 
this sort of new environment has just made 
me open my eyes to things, like it’s ok to see 
that other people are doing this sort of thing 
that I’m not used to, I can be around that,” 
she added.
She continued to point out, however, that 
even though she has grown comfortable in 
her own skin in such situations, she makes 
sure she does not forget where she came 
from and what got her to become the person 
she is today. This sense of self-worth is some-
thing she values dearly: “This is sort of who 
I am, like my identity. I’m just not that kind 
of person that would drink. And I would stick 
to that because I feel like it’s very important 
to stick to who you are no matter how many 
people you meet or how you adapt to the en-
vironment, especially in New York City where 
it tends to be all about the parties and having 
a good time.”
Choosing to be in control of their own 
words and actions plays an integral part in 
Salama and Choudhury’s life choices, just 
as it does in the decisions made by Shobhit 
Ratan, a sophomore accounting major. Ratan 
is one of those people who says he gets high 
on life, and he genuinely means it. He does 
not believe in needing any sort of foreign 
substance like alcohol or even cigarettes to 
have a good time.
“People who know me, they know that I’m 
a fun-loving guy, I can have fun regardless. To 
me, even if I go out with friends, I can have 
more fun than them. And once you put on 
the music and I start dancing, I actually look 
like I might be [drunk], but I’m not because 
I believe in having fun without that stuff,” 
Ratan affirmed. 
On a more solemn note, though, Ratan 
spoke of his two beloved uncles, both of 
whom had passed away from illnesses poten-
tially caused and only made worse by sub-
stance abuse. As his demeanor subtly shift-
ed from spirited extrovert to serious, Ratan 
solemnly spoke of how his uncles’ deaths 
only encouraged him to pursue and sustain 
a sober life. 
“One of my uncles, he was very close to 
me, he died at a young age at, I think, around 
the lower 40s in India. He got like bootleg li-
quor, and he died of internal bleeding, like 
alcohol poisoning. It was devastating, and 
that was after I had lost another uncle—he 
was older like my dad, like around 62. He 
had stage-four lung cancer, so we knew, but 
he used to smoke a lot. That’s why there’s 
no point, it’s like poison,” Ratan stressed. 
“You’re putting harmful substances in your 
body. Why do that?” 
Octavio Balcazar’s grandparents were 
similarly afflicted with alcoholism and were 
smokers as well. The freshman finance major 
grew up with his grandparents, but he does 
not feel their drinking issues had a major 
impact on ultimately lifelong sobriety, say-
ing, “My grandfather and grandmother lived 
in Queens, separated from each other, like a 
block away from each other. I grew up there 
mostly because my mom would leave me 
there, so I was exposed to my grandparents 
drinking all the time. I was in that environ-
ment. That really didn’t deter me from it, like 
I didn’t think much of it.”
Family history aside, Balcazar’s mother 
never really forbade him from trying anything 
out either. The casual nature of addressing 
such serious issues made them something 
Balcazar could have easily tried and thus had 
no real desire for. His decision to live a so-
ber life, however, was less influenced by life 
events and, interestingly enough, more so by 
a lack of them, no real occasion to partake in 
either drinking or smoking. 
“[My mother] raised me in an attitude 
where it was whatever, ‘If you do it, just tell 
me first about it.’ I think that can go either 
way for some people, but for me, I think it 
went obviously ok. It’s one of those situations 
where it’s not taboo. I never drank or smoked 
my entire life, so it’s not like I started and de-
cided not to do it,” he revealed. “I just never 
had a reason to, I guess. I haven’t been in the 
right scenario, where alcohol and smoking is 
available, even though it’s available to us all 
the time. I just haven’t been in the situation 
where I’ve been pressured to do anything; I 
just haven’t been in that environment. It’s 
not really like an active choice, I just haven’t 
done it growing up because I haven’t been 
in the environment, so I feel like there’s no 
point of doing it now.” 
Salama and Choudhury’s sobriety 
stemmed from their religious beliefs and was 
supplemented by a sense of duty to them-
selves to stay in control of their bodies and 
minds because they had the choice to do 
so. Ratan and Balcazar both witnessed first-
hand the consequences of substance abuse 
through family members, yet overcame their 
personal hurdles because they saw a life 
worth living to the fullest. If these four un-
dergraduate Baruch students are on a bell 
curve, then junior and finance major Jackie 
Lin would probably fall somewhere right in 
the middle, at least until she turns 21 later 
this year. 
In an attempt to preserve the momen-
tousness of what is a not-so-particularly cel-
ebrated milestone anymore, Lin is waiting 
to become of legal drinking age before she 
touches alcohol. She looks forward to the 
day she can legally enter any liquor-serving 
establishment and proudly prove her legal 
right to purchase and consume alcohol; she 
has turned something often taken for grant-
ed, if not completely ignored, and returned a 
sentimentality to it. 
Lin is different from the other four person-
alities because although she has abstained 
from any substances like alcohol, she fully in-
tends on exploring the flip side upon her com-
ing of age. This does not make Lin better than 
her fellow Baruch peers just as they should 
not be considered better than her. If any one 
or all of five of these individuals choose to 
stick with sobriety or instead go to the bar 
tomorrow to break their sober streak with an 
ice-cold pint of beer is irrelevant. What mat-
ters is that these students all took responsi-
bility for their decisions and did what they 
wanted to do, not something forced upon 
them by peer pressure or social anxiety. Pre-
conceptions of the college experience should 
no longer include students being forced to 
make concessions to their own morals and 
ideals, but instead, students should feel free 
to make whatever decision they choose to 
as long as it is what they want and what is 
best for them. 
“I feel like, in terms of peer pressure, I 
think that the environment you’re in is re-
ally important. Nobody’s ever forced me to 
do anything I didn’t want to do, so I don’t 
think I’ve ever been in that situation. I 
think that you should do whatever it is that 
makes you happy, which is really impor-
tant,” Lin reflected. “Of course, you don’t 
have to do anything that you don’t want to 
just to fit in. I don’t think that’s something 
that should be important to somebody. Just 
make sure that you yourself are happy before 
anything else.”
Students as teetotalers: by choice, not obligation
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“This is sort of who I am, 
like my identity. I’m just 
not that kind of person 
that would drink. And 
I would stick to that 
because I feel like it’s 
very important to stick 
to who you are no matter 
how many people you 
meet or how you adapt 
to the environment, 
especially in New York 
City where it tends to be 
all about the parties and 
having a good time.”
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Prior to the passing of this act, 
many states lowered their drinking 
age from 21 to 18, which aligned 
with the minimum age to enlist in 
the military and to vote. 
In the late 70s, the minimum 
drinking age varied widely across 
the United States, with most states 
at 18. However, the United States 
saw an immediate increase in al-
cohol-related and drunk-driving 
accidents, particularly with those 
younger than 21. 
In response to the higher rates, 
beginning in the early 80s, individ-
ual states increased the drinking 
age back to 21. In 1984, the pass-
ing of the NMDA allowed Congress 
to withhold federal highway con-
struction funds from any state that 
had not adopted the new drinking 
age. By 1987, every governor com-
plied, and since then, all states 
have remained at 21. 
Statistics side with the law, cit-
ing that the new legal drinking 
age has helped keep young drunk 
drivers off the road. According to 
a report by the Bureau of Justice, 
since the drinking age was raised 
to 21, the per capita arrest rates 
for DUIs for those aged 18-20 have 
decreased by 14 percent, that’s 
twice the rate of decrease for those 
aged 21-24.
The nonprofit organization 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
was a compelling force in pressur-
ing lawmakers to enact the Nation-
al Drinking Age Act. 
Founded in 1980 after a Cali-
fornia mother lost her daughter 
to a drunk driver, MADD seeks 
to limit drunk driving, prevent 
underage drinking and push for 
stricter alcohol policy. Proponents 
of the higher drinking age claim 
that it reduces traffic fatalities and 
alcohol-related accidents while 
keeping alcohol out of the hands 
of teens.
Yet, the fact remains that most 
underage college students drink 
during their time away. Under-
age alcohol use, daily alcohol 
consumption and binge drinking 
are rampant on American college 
campuses.
Despite strong support of the 
current law from lawmakers and 
social groups in the past two de-
cades, there have been many con-
versations around the possibility of 
lowering the age law. 
A number of youths’ rights orga-
nizations, such as Choose Respon-
sibility and Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy oppose the 21-mini-
mum law, claiming that it has made 
the college drinking problem far 
worse. Former Middlebury College 
President John McCardell, founder 
of Choose Responsibility, is an out-
spoken voice on the movement.
“It is astonishing that college 
students have thus far acquiesced 
in so egregious an abridgment of 
the age of majority. Unfortunately, 
this acquiescence has taken the 
form of binge drinking,” McCardell 
wrote in an op-ed for The New York 
Times in 2004. 
Supporters of lowering the 
drinking age contend that it would 
allow universities to teach students 
how to drink responsibly upon en-
tering college. Students of Baruch 
College seem divided on whether 
the United States is ready to lower 
its drinking age. 
Junior Carlos Sirotnikov, a digi-
tal marketing major, said the drink-
ing age should remain at 21. 
“The attitudes, behaviors and 
perspectives of individuals raised 
in the United States are different 
than those raised in Spain, Portu-
gal, Germany and Switzerland,” he 
shared. “It might be catastrophic to 
lower the U.S. drinking age again 
now, mainly because the United 
States has not, and perhaps never 
had, molded a tradition of tolerant 
acceptance of drinking at a young 
age. And without the proper accu-
mulation of guidance and direction 
for teens, chaos is inevitable.”
It is important to note that the 
United States is one of only four de-
veloped countries in the world that 
has a nationwide drinking age of 
over 18, the other three being South 
Korea, Iceland and Japan.  
Senior Lydia Fischer, a public af-
fairs major, believes American cul-
ture is not prepared for an 18-year-
old drinking age. 
“I lived abroad when I was 18 
and 19 and definitely see a differ-
ence with American and Euro-
pean culture surrounding alcohol. 
I suggest bumping the age down 
one year to 20. I think that is good 
middle ground where you are a bit 
more mature than when you are 
18,” she affirmed.
According to the National Insti-
tute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol-
ism, about four out of five college 
students drink alcohol and about 
half of college students who drink 
also consume alcohol through 
binge drinking. Excessive drinking 
on college campuses can lead to 
more extreme consequences such 
as assault and sexual abuse as well 
as academic and health problems. 
Marcela Corro, a marketing 
management major and resident 
assistant at an Educational Hous-
ing Service dorm at 55 Clark Street 
in Brooklyn, shared her stance on 
the drinking age controversy.
“I believe that the drinking 
age should be lowered because it 
would allow young people to drink 
in more safer environments, such 
as at social events and bars, instead 
of hiding and binge drinking in 
their college dorms. I think when it 
is out in the open it can be moni-
tored and be considered less of a 
taboo,” she concluded.
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Experiencing alcohol differently across the world
Russia is a country notoriously known for its rich drinking culture. The birthplace of vodka thrives with citizens who drink to celebrate anything and everything and are consequently always cel-ebrating something or the other. Russia drinks an average of 16.1 liters per capita. Their legal age for the purchase of alcohol is 18, a number American youths argue is the better threshold for an 
age minimum. Russians drink to honor their guests. It is an insult not to offer guests alcohol; similarly, it 
is an insult to the host if a guest refuses or declines a drink. Guests who arrive late are penalized with a 
glass of what the host had been pouring, as well as another round before leaving. Another major part of 
their tradition is toasting in someone’s honor; it is considered an insult if attendees do not drink every last 
drop of their glass for the toast. Drinking in abundance is the norm. It is all or nothing, and declining a 
drink is considered rude. Bottles must be finished once they have been opened. While drinking is such a 
central part of the culture, it is important to remember that this does not mean the country is thriving on 
alcohol consumption. The World Health Organization reports that one in five men will die from alcohol-
related causes in Russia, whose ‘years of life lost’ score is at the highest point, and 17.4 percent of its entire 
population has some sort of alcohol-use disorder, including alcohol dependence. 
In contrast to Japan and Russia, there are certain rules and norms set in place for when certain classes of drinks are to be consumed in France. Aperitifs are drinks served before a meal, typically dry drinks like fortified wine or dry champagne served alongside the amuse-
bouches. Digestifs are served at the end of a meal to aid digestion, such 
as brandy, liqueurs and distilled liquors. France’s minimum legal drink-
ing age is 18, though in private, there is no set age in which citizens are 
allowed to drink. This birthplace of champagne has a recorded average 
of 13.5 liters per capita, 56 percent of which is attributed to wine and 23 
percent to spirits. Interestingly, possibly because of a low drinking age 
and openness to drinking, France only has a 5.5 percent prevalence of 
alcohol-use disorders. Some French are taught to drink from when they 
are very young, as they are given wine mixed with water while they are 
children. Binge drinking is practically nonexistent, in contrast to Japan 
and Russia where glasses are continuously filled and refilled. Guests are 
not supposed to touch their drinks until everyone else’s drinks have been 
poured. Once they have, the host should drink first, and then the guests 
may drink. When clinking glasses, it is essential to maintain eye contact. 
Recently, France has seen an increase in binge drinking, especially in 
youths who like to go out drinking and partying, but the country as a whole 
remains tame.
Germany, on the other hand, knocks everyone out of the water with its beer obsession. Beer is consumed in the same capacity as wa-ter and costs about the same too. The country is notorious for its beer gardens, which are large outdoor areas where food and drink 
is served. Other countries have adopted the idea of outdoor drinking experi-
ences and have opened beer gardens of their own to drink and be merry in. 
The creators of Oktoberfest knew what they were doing when they started 
the 16-day annual celebration of drinking Oktoberfest beer and feasting on 
various extravagant German luxury foods. Germany’s drinking age is set to 
16 years old, and the country drinks an astonishing 16.8 liters per capita on 
average. However, alcohol-use dependency is low at 5.4 percent, even if their 
‘years of life lost’ grade is very high. It is interesting to compare Germany’s 
pubs and bars to American ones. While Americans cower in darkened set-
tings where adults crowd together in their drunken misery, German pubs 
and bars are open and children are allowed to be there with their parents. 
Drinking is not a private, dirty affair that has to be done behind closed doors 
and in secrecy. Fast food chains, like McDonalds, serve beer while workers 
are encouraged to have beer with their lunches. In contrast to Russia, where 
refusing a drink is considered an insult, one is allowed to refuse them in Ger-
many, and he who offers should not do so more than once. Germans are 
highly disciplined in their alcohol consumption. Easy access to alcohol has 
limited abuse, and as such, young people are more responsible.
While Russia’s drinking culture prohibits filling a glass of vodka when it is still in the drinker’s hand, in Japan, cups of sake must continuously be refilled. Drinking 
etiquette in this country dictates that one’s drinking 
partner must pour out the cups for the other. Bars in 
Japan do not need licenses to operate, and they open 
and close as they please. The drinking age in Japan is 
set at 20, which is very close to the United States’ very 
controversial drinking age. Although the per capita 
consumption is only 8 liters, Japan is dealing with a 
huge drinking problem. An article by Japan Times re-
ported that it is a common sight to see people passed 
out in public areas and women swaying as they walk 
home. Japan takes a tough stance against drug con-
sumption. Possession, use and sale of drugs are sub-
ject to investigation, and punishments for these of-
fenses are strictly enforced. However, alcoholism is 
hardly acknowledged because rather than address it 
as a disease, it is considered a matter of weak char-
acter. Hence, an alcoholic will be looked down upon 
in society, and treatment for alcoholism will include 
changing bad behaviors but not stopping the actual 
drinking itself. But drinking itself is not looked down 
on. In fact, Japanese establishments like karaoke bars 
encourage binge drinking by offering unlimited alco-
hol for a set price and time. 
Russia
France
Germany
Japan
A high drinking age constantly challenged by intoxicated youths
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Ziggy Gruber, a Texas delica-
tessen owner and operator, would 
argue that culture is the fi rst bite of 
a pastrami and mustard sandwich 
on rye with coleslaw and a potato 
knish. Th e documentary Deli Man, 
directed by Erik Greenberg An-
jou, chronicles the history of the 
delicatessen, the succulent heart of 
Jewish cuisine. 
A deli is a type of restaurant 
with a very specifi c atmosphere 
and menu. Corned beef, dill pick-
les, chicken soup and a very pushy 
waiter are quintessential aspects of 
a traditional deli. You will not fi nd 
cloth napkins or fi let mignon in a 
deli. Th e food is dense and savory, 
but it also vanishes rapidly. Delis 
used to be ubiquitous throughout 
the country, especially in New York 
City. At the peak of the deli’s popu-
larity, there were over 500 in Man-
hattan alone. Now, there are only 
fi ve left. 
For Gruber, the central guide 
of the documentary, the decline of 
the deli is a travesty. When his fa-
ther withdrew from the deli busi-
ness, Gruber felt the imperative to 
continue the family legacy and pre-
serve the food of his ancestors. He 
opened up his own deli in Houston 
and soon attracted hundreds of 
loyal customers. He works 20-hour 
days to ensure that his food will not 
be forgotten. 
“It’s not like Italy or France,” 
he said in the documentary. “Jews 
can’t go back to their country of 
origin and eat the food of their 
heritage—there’s no one there! 
What we’ve preserved is all that’s 
left, and it’s not much. I wish I 
could go back in time and learn 
my grandpa’s secret gravy reci-
pe, but it’s long forgotten. I don’t 
want that to happen to me and 
my cooking.”
For Jews of Eastern European 
descent, from Romania, Poland, 
Belarus or Lithuania, deli food es-
sentially refl ects the typical diet of 
your great-grandparents. Around 
the turn of the century and con-
tinuing through World War II as 
Jews immigrated or fl ed to diff erent 
countries around the world, they 
brought with them their recipes for 
kneidlech (matzah balls), kreplach 
(meat dumplings) and khrain 
(horseradish). 
Th e new hub of the Jewish 
population arrived at the Lower 
East Side, and Vaudevillian ac-
tors, directors and patrons would 
all congregate in their local delis 
after the performances to nosh 
and schmooze. 
Back in the 1940s, Fyvush Fin-
kle, a top-tier actor on Second Av-
enue recalled how he would fi ght 
with the waitress over what to or-
der: “I’d say, ‘I want the chicken 
with sauerkraut,’ and she’d yell 
back at me, ‘Look at you! You’re 
all skin and bone! You’ll have the 
brisket with potato salad!’” Gruber 
aff ectionately noted that the only 
thing pushier than a deli waitress is 
a deli customer. 
“It’s impossible to please an old 
Jewish grandmother,” he said. “Ei-
ther the soup is too cold or the cof-
fee is too hot or there’s not enough 
of this or there’s too much of that. 
It’s never perfect. I know I’ve done 
a good job when a grandma smiles 
after her fi rst bite of pastrami.” 
But delis are diffi  cult to oper-
ate beyond the scope of the meal. 
As the owner of Katz’s Delicatessen 
put it, “You’d have to be meshugeh 
[crazy] to enter the deli business!” 
Th e heightened cost of meat has re-
ally damaged the profi t margins of 
most delis. 
Th e situation is exacerbated 
by lowered demand. Th e cook-
ing process is extremely specifi c 
and many of the necessary ingre-
dients are diffi  cult to fi nd, which 
makes staffi  ng and supplying delis 
even harder. 
“My customers at Katz’s scream 
at me, ‘Th e gefi lte fi sh used to be 
free! Why are you charging $2.75 
for it all of a sudden?’ But what can 
I do? I have rent to pay!” lamented 
Katz’s owner. 
With only a handful of clas-
sic delis remaining in the United 
States, some cooks of the modern 
era have attempted to pioneer a 
new deli with a fusion of traditional 
and innovative recipes. A duo in 
San Francisco has opened up a 
deli in the center of a primarily Do-
minican neighborhood and they 
have combined Jewish and Spanish 
cooking to appeal to a broader au-
dience. But Gruber and other con-
noisseurs put little faith in anything 
other than “the deli experience, 
through and through.”
So take the time to watch the 
fi lm, or better yet, stop by Katz’s or 
2nd Ave Deli for lunch, the latter 
of which is a few blocks away from 
Baruch College. 
Deli Man provides delicious insight into deteriorating cuisine
Gruber, co-owner of Kenny and Ziggy’s deli, converses with a regular customer over traditional Jewish breakfast.
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Chappie, released March 6, 
sucks in audiences with its inno-
vative and intriguing take on the 
world’s future with robots. Th e titu-
lar character embarks on an adven-
ture set in Johannesburg as the fi rst 
robot to have an individual level of 
consciousness. 
Th e story’s complexity is cap-
tivating and allows the audience 
to watch as three stories unfold. 
Deon, played by Dev Patel, is the 
genius behind the fi rst robotic po-
lice force. He will encounter an un-
likely future with the turn of events 
that unravel after his scientifi c 
abilities take him to a level that has 
never been experienced before. 
What Deon does not know is 
that soon he will fall victim to his 
rival’s envy at the highest degree. 
Vincent Moore, played by Hugh 
Jackman, is a military veteran who 
has created a robotic military-
grade robot called the Moose. With 
the success of Deon’s model push-
ing the company forward, Moore is 
faced with the challenge of getting 
his robot off  the market. After being 
criticized for its excessive and un-
necessary attributes, he is forced to 
fi nd a way to make the Moose the 
true hero of robotics. 
On the other end of the story, 
Yo-Landi and Ninja of South Afri-
can rap-rave group Die Antwoord 
play themselves as gangbangers 
with a major dilemma. After an un-
successful heist for drug lord Hip-
po, they must come up with over a 
million dollars to repay him with 
the help of their friend Amerika 
(Jose Pablo Castillo). 
After escaping a surprise raid 
on Hippo’s compound, the crew 
makes it back home only to be 
welcomed by a call from Hippo; 
he wants his money. Th ey contem-
plate their next move.
Th eir eclectic home is a refl ec-
tion of their bizarre lifestyle. Cov-
ered with urban art, the walls of 
their unconventional home brings 
a refreshing look to Hollywood 
while their neon-colored guns of-
fer an artistic feel to the world of 
the outsiders. 
At the start of the movie, the 
weapons company Tetravaal is 
at the height of its game, with the 
robotic police force reducing both 
the crime rate as well as the police 
casualties. Although he is at the 
height of his success, Deon contin-
ues to push the scientifi c envelope 
with the development of software 
that would provide robots with an 
independent consciousness unlike 
the artifi cial intelligence given to 
the current force.
After months of research, Deon 
is able to fully develop the proto-
type. However, his boss, Michelle 
Bradley, played by Sigourney 
Weaver, denies him the chance 
of experimenting on a functional 
robot. After encountering a faulty 
robot whose battery cannot be 
removed, Deon decides to use 
this robot, despite Bradley’s deci-
sion. What he was not aware of 
was the bizarre group of people 
that would stumble into his path 
as he returns home to begin his 
experiment. 
Th e crossing of their paths is 
the beginning of the end, as they 
are forced to come to terms with 
the advancement of robots on a 
whole new level. Yo-Landi and 
the crew help Deon teach Chappie 
how to exist as a conscious robot. 
Due to his software, he begins as a 
child would, naive and incompe-
tent. It takes only a few days before 
Chappie is able to build his own 
computer out of PS4 units and 
a monitor. 
He begins on his own personal 
journey to fi nd a way to transfer 
consciousness. His defective bat-
tery will die within days, only giv-
ing him a small window of time to 
fi nd a way to transfer his own mind 
into another robotic shell. 
As Chappie struggles to reach 
his goal, the unthinkable hap-
pens. Moore deactivates the ro-
botic police force, therefore putting 
the city into total chaos. Chappie 
and his gangbanger crew execute 
the perfect heist without robotic 
interference.
Neill Blomkamp’s unorthodox 
style of directing gives his audi-
ence a new take on cinematogra-
phy. With his eye for creative detail, 
Blomkamp provides a colorful look 
into his dark, twisted version of fan-
tasy while tackling major scientifi c 
issues.
WWW.IMDB.COM
Blomkamp’s Chappie charms viewers but leaves critics dissatisfied
Yo-Landi and the crew 
help Deon teach Chappie 
how to exist as a conscious 
robot. Due to his software, 
he begins as a child would, 
naive and incompetent ... 
He begins on his own 
personal journey to ﬁ nd a 
way to transfer consciousness. 
His defective battery will die 
within days, only giving him 
a small window of time 
to ﬁ nd a way to transfer his 
own mind into another 
robotic shell.
Prior to appearing in Chappie, Cantillo (left) also starred in blockbuster hits like The Manchurian Candidate and Elysium.
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In short, the company is de-
voted to bringing new and original 
perspectives to the fore. Th e Envi-
ronmental Education Fund spon-
sors people and entities looking 
to host environmental festivals. It 
follows suit that Paradigm Shifts 
encompasses work from artists all 
across the globe, from Brooklyn to 
California, from Kenya to Ukraine. 
Artistic Director Nancy Rhodes 
explained the festival’s relevance in 
terms of human-to-human and hu-
man-to-environment interactions 
in an interview with Th e Ticker: “As 
an artist and activist, I believe it is 
our job to bring awareness to is-
sues of social and environmental 
justice, and the realities of what 
we are doing to Mother Earth, our 
water, air, and animals and how we 
treat each other.”
“Music, theater, dance, poetry, 
cinema, the arts have a way of 
connecting us to our common hu-
manity, of bringing us together in 
deep and special ways … these are 
themes that are refl ected in Para-
digm Shifts. And what are para-
digms? Points of view, ways of see-
ing ourselves, and as we grow clos-
er in human understanding, we can 
shift our views, open ourselves up 
to other ways of seeing, and hope-
fully make the world a better place,” 
she rounded off . 
Paradigm Shifts features 14 fi lms 
and 11 live musical performances 
adapted to the nature of the event. 
Each screening is immediately fol-
lowed by a Q-and-A session with 
the fi lmmakers. 
“All of the fi lms we are showing 
in Paradigm Shifts feature ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things,” 
summed up Rhodes. “Th e live mu-
sic that precedes each of the fi lms 
is truly special and was selected 
to give an atmosphere and musi-
cal story to each of the fi lms … So 
when you come to Paradigm Shifts, 
you’re going to have great mu-
sic, great cinema, and to top it off , 
you’ll meet the fi lmmakers in per-
son or on Skype.”
Paradigm Shifts begins that 
Th ursday night with an open-
ing night gala. Th e reception will 
feature fi lm previews and music 
by the David Schnitter Jazz Quin-
tet and accompanying vocalist 
Marti Mabin, who have performed 
around the world. Tickets for stu-
dents are $25.
On Th ursday, March 26, Para-
digm Shifts will feature Taking 
Root: Th e Vision of Wangari 
Maathai. Th e 81-minute docu-
mentary will be preceded by re-
gional African music and dance. 
Th e late Maathai was born in Ke-
nya. She was the founder of the 
Green Belt Movement and awarded 
the Nobel peace prize in 2004. 
Maathai’s political activism 
drew its strength from grassroots 
eff orts in environmental conserva-
tion and community development. 
She was an advocate for democ-
racy, women’s rights and sustain-
ability. Taking Root was released 
in 2008, and Maathai passed away 
in 2011. Th e Q-and-A will be held 
with director Lisa Merton on Skype 
and a representative from Green 
Belt USA. 
On Friday, March 27, Paradigm 
Shifts will host a double-feature 
event. Th e two fi lms will be pre-
ceded by live Native American 
singing and fl ute music and a cer-
emony. First up at bat is American 
Outrage, which follows the story 
of Carrie and Mary Dann, sisters of 
the Shoshone tribe in Nevada who 
have had their grazing livestock 
rounded up by armed federal mar-
shals on fi ve separate occasions. 
In fact, in 1974, the U.S. govern-
ment sued them for trespassing 
upon an open range. Th e 56-min-
ute documentary is one of the 
many stories about land rights 
of the Native Americans. Direc-
tors George and Beth Gage will 
make an appearance to answer 
audience questions. 
Following American Outrage is 
Standing on Sacred Ground-Pil-
grims and Tourists, which focuses 
on two native groups: the indige-
nous people of the Republic of Altai 
and teenagers of the Winnemem 
Wintu tribe. Th ough thousands of 
miles apart, both groups struggle 
to reclaim traditionally sacred land 
from otherwise oppressive gov-
ernments. Director Christopher 
McLeod will be at the subsequent 
Q-and-A session. 
Saturday, March 28, marks a 
high point in the festival. Older 
Th an America will again be pre-
ceded by Native American music 
and a ceremony. Th e fi lm stars 
Adam Beach, Bradley Cooper 
and Georgina Lightning, also 
the director.
Older Th an America is a drama; 
its storyline centers on a woman 
who has visions involving a Catho-
lic priest, her mother and her Na-
tive American boarding school. It 
touches upon themes of institu-
tional power. Th e screening will be 
followed by a Q-and-A with Light-
ning and a reception. Tickets for 
this particular event are not includ-
ed with the student package deal; 
they may be bought separately 
for $25.
Sunday, March 29, will host the 
festival’s fi nal feature event. Para-
digm Shifts will go out with a bang. 
Th e Whiskey Spitters, a Brooklyn-
based house band with banjos, 
guitars, mandolins and fi ddles, 
will deliver a performance. Th e 
fi rst documentary being shown is 
Growing Cities, in which direc-
tors Dan Susman and Andrew 
Monbouquette explore the con-
cept of urban farming across major 
U.S. cities. It is about challenging 
the agricultural and distribution 
power dynamic in place. Susman 
and Monbouquette will be avail-
able to answer questions after the 
double feature.
Th e following fi lm is Brooklyn 
Farmer, a documentary about the 
urban farming collective Brooklyn 
Grange. Th ey face particular issues, 
and Baruch College students can 
identify with their struggles given 
the metropolitan backdrop. Direc-
tor Michael Tyburski will appear at 
the Q-and-A.
All events will be held in the 
Engelman Recital Hall, located on 
the B1 level. Students can purchase 
tickets at discounted rates. In addi-
tion to discounted general admis-
sion tickets to individual events, of-
fered at just $15 a pop, discounted 
package deals are also available 
for $36. With the package, students 
gain entry to most of the screenings 
and accompanying performances. 
“It’s pretty much a full-time, 
ongoing job that makes it possible 
to create programs like Paradigm 
Shifts,” said Rhodes. “Ariadne Con-
dos, Rob Bronstein and the amaz-
ing staff  at the Baruch Performing 
Arts Center have been absolutely 
invaluable in helping to launch the 
festival this year. We are thrilled to 
have BPAC be our home.”
More information about the event is 
available on baruch.cuny.edu/bpac/
Paradigm Shifts highlights social and environmental issues
“All of the ﬁ lms we are showing in Paradigm Shifts feature ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things. The live music that precedes each of the ﬁ lms is truly special and was selected to give an 
atmosphere and musical story to each of the ﬁ lms … So when you come to Paradigm Shifts, 
you’re going to have great music, great cinema, and to top it oﬀ , you’ll meet the ﬁ lmmakers in 
person or on Skype.” - Nancy Rhodes, artistic director of Encompass New Opera Theatre
A STILL FROM BROOKLYN FARMER
THE WHISKEY SPITTERS
WANGARI MAATHAIGEORGINA LIGHTNING
A STILL FROM GROWING CITIESALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF ENCOMPASS NEW OPERA THEATRE
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Statistically, rape occurs in In-
dia every 20 minutes. Despite the 
commonality of these instances, 
this particular case led to a pub-
lic uproar. Protests, led primar-
ily by university students, were 
held across India. In India, where 
names of rape victims are not of-
fi cially released, she was named 
India’s daughter.
Th e fi lm featured interviews 
with friends and family of Singh’s 
as well as one of the convicted 
perpetrators and the attorneys. 
Th e victim’s identity was disclosed 
artfully in the fi lm, refl ective of the 
series of events that took place 
after the rape. For days, the pub-
lic knew of the woman who was 
attacked but did not know her 
name. In a symbolic shedding 
of fear and shame that has been 
largely associated with rape, her 
father stepped forward to reveal it: 
Jyoti Singh. 
Satendra, a tutor and friend of 
Singh’s, explained the events of the 
day as he had heard them. Singh 
was raped and grievously injured 
while returning home with a male 
friend. Her companion’s attempts 
at defending her were futile; he 
was assaulted and discarded to the 
side, incapable of helping. 
Singh herself disclosed the gro-
tesque details of the rape once she 
was taken to hospital. After raping 
her, Singh’s attackers had also evis-
cerated her with an iron rod. Her 
injuries were so substantial that 
the doctors did not know what to 
“put together” or take apart. 
One of the convicted rapists, 
Mukesh Singh, blamed the victim 
herself for the crime, stating, “[A] 
girl is far more responsible for a 
rape than a boy.” Along with Muke-
sh, defense attorneys on the case, 
A.P. Singh and M.L. Sharma, used 
arguments based on deep-rooted 
beliefs in the country. 
According to these individuals, 
a woman is created for taking care 
of the household, her husband and 
children. Sharma equated a wom-
an with a fl ower that needs protec-
tion from a man, symbolized by 
the thorns on a rose stem. If the 
woman is not protected, “certainly 
the dog will take her out.” Mukesh 
and his attorney stated that since 
Jyoti was with a male friend who 
was not her husband, the actions 
of the men were justifi ed.
Th e ingrained distinctions be-
tween males and females in Indian 
society is also represented by the 
large-scale female feticide. Of the 
feticides that took place in India 
in recent years, 99.87 percent were 
female fetuses.
Teary-eyed reactions pervad-
ed the audience as Jyoti’s father 
shared his pain of cremating his 
own daughter. Her mother spoke 
of her inability to move past her 
daughter’s death. One particular 
comment by Asha, Jyoti’s mother, 
hit home for a lot of people in the 
audience: “If the law thinks it is 
right to marry a girl at the age of 
12 or 13, then a 15/16-year-old 
boy who rapes or harms a girl, why 
can’t he be punished?” She was 
referring to the 17-year-old rapist 
who was charged as a juvenile and 
sentenced to a lesser punishment. 
As Udwin spoke to the audi-
ence, she mentioned why Baruch 
was chosen as a venue for the 
documentary’s global premiere. 
Th is location was chosen mainly 
because “[violence or rape] could 
happen anywhere” and in recog-
nition that the young, educated 
generation is key in moving this 
cause forward. 
She actively referred to students 
as the “torches” of the future and to 
education, as one of the speakers 
conveyed in the fi lm, as the only 
way to change the current way 
of thinking.  
India’s Daughter was scheduled 
to broadcast in India on March 
8, International Women’s Day. 
However, the fi lm was banned by 
the Indian government and never 
aired, but Udwin proudly noted 
that rather than showing any other 
content, the screen went dark for 
an hour in support of her cause.  
Th e end of the documentary 
and the follow-up panel discussed 
the issues that India’s Daughter has 
brought into public spotlight. Th e 
panel stressed that India is not the 
only region with these problems. 
Th ese issues, which are rooted 
in gender inequality, are prevalent 
in developed, developing and un-
der-developed countries. Accord-
ing to Rt. Hon. Valerie Amos at the 
premiere, “Th ere is a continuum 
in both individual and targeted 
violence [against women]. Cultural 
change is very diffi  cult. Th is is not 
just about developing societies. It 
is systematic.” 
During her speech, Pinto ad-
dressed the immediate categoriza-
tion of children upon birth, which 
leads to and is characteristic of 
gender inequality throughout so-
cieties. “Global misogyny is the 
greatest pressing issue in our soci-
ety ... Our pride is misplaced when 
one gender on our planet is yet to 
be emancipated.” 
Pervasive throughout the pre-
miere of this enlightening docu-
mentary was Jyoti, meaning “light” 
in Hindi. Jyoti lit the hall at the 
beginning with the vigil. It was felt 
when Udwin asked the audience 
to close their eyes to feel Jyoti and 
when Pinto ended her speech ask-
ing the audience to imagine the 
greatest source of light they could 
think of empowering them to take 
a stance.
India’s Daughter pushes women’s rights Netflix breaks in Kimmy
BY JONATHAN ALBUJAR
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Netfl ix has become famous 
for streaming its original dramas, 
such as House of Cards and Orange 
is the New Black. Th is month, how-
ever, it premiered the comedy se-
ries Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt, 
which creators hope will join the 
ranks of its heavyweight prede-
cessors as a critically acclaimed 
juggernaut.
NBC originally won the rights 
to air the comedy, but the deal 
fell through last year, and cre-
ators Tina Fey and Robert Carlock 
went shopping for a new home for 
the program.
Kimmy tells the story of a group 
of women who, after living under a 
cult leader for 15 years, are thrown 
back into the real world, which has 
been modernized since they were 
last free. Th e series is told through 
the eyes of Kimmy Schmidt as 
she attempts to start her life over 
again, letting nothing stop her in 
her quest for a fresh start.
Ellie Kemper, most famous for 
playing receptionist Erin Hannon 
in Th e Offi  ce, portrays the titular 
character. She is a carefree woman 
who, after being saved by the au-
thorities from the cult leader, de-
cides to leave her hometown and 
move to New York City. Th e big 
city puts up a lot of hurdles, most 
notably who to move in with in the 
premiere episode since she has no 
friends or relatives in the area and 
no source of income.
Playing the role of her even-
tual roommate is Tituss Burgess, 
who plays Titus Andromedon. An-
dromedon is an aspiring Broad-
way performer, currently down 
on his luck and making ends meet 
by working as Iron Man in Times 
Square. He is originally cold to 
Schmidt’s plight, as he wants to 
live alone and does not care much 
for others. However, through 
various hilarious adventures, he 
grows to bond with her, albeit 
begrudgingly.
Carol Kane, who lives above 
Schmidt and Andromedon, plays 
their landlord Lillian Kaush-
tupper. Kaushtupper cares a lot 
for Andromedon but that does not 
stop her from attempting to evict 
him for not having paid rent in 
months. Schmidt off ers to pay the 
back rent if she is allowed to stay 
with Andromedon, who reluctant-
ly agrees but not before ensuring 
he gets the bigger room.
Schmidt’s search for a job fi nal-
ly comes to an end after she agrees 
to become a nanny for the family 
of Jacqueline Voorhees, played by 
Jane Krakowski. Schmidt begins 
diff erent relationships with Voor-
hees and her two stepchildren, 
Xanthippe and Buckley, played by 
Dylan Gelula and Tanner Flood. 
Jacqueline, though hesitant at fi rst, 
eventually becomes friends with 
Schmidt, who helps her through 
problems of her own. Schmidt be-
friends Buckley, who is a spoiled 
child, by letting him get what he 
wants. Xanthippe, however, abso-
lutely despises her and will stop at 
nothing to get her fi red. 
Schmidt is a kind, lovable pro-
tagonist who goes through rough 
patches throughout the 13-epi-
sode season. Although she loses 
hope on the future in some in-
stances, fl ashbacks from her time 
trapped in her cult’s bunker re-
mind her of life’s obstacles and 
ways she can overcome them. 
Th e character’s interactions 
not only provide comic relief but 
also serve to provide hope to any 
viewer who might have lost it at 
one point or another. Th is mes-
sage of hope will serve Kimmy well 
in its future.
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Science & Technology
BY HASIN ISHRAQUE
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Infl uenza is one of the most 
common and consistently evolv-
ing viruses that has been on the 
global radar for hundreds of years. 
Although vaccinations against the 
diff erent viral strains that emerge 
each year save countless lives, hun-
dreds are nonetheless killed due 
to complications that arise from 
infection every year. 
A study published in the open-
access online journal PLoS Biol-
ogy, conducted by a British and 
Chinese research team, analyzed 
the immune response against and 
frequency of infl uenza infections 
within a given population. Th e sci-
entists attempted to focus on the 
longevity of an individual’s immu-
nity to infl uenza. In other words, 
the study sought to fi nd out how 
long people remain immune to the 
fl u after an initial encounter with 
the virus. 
It is common knowledge that 
vaccinations last for a signifi cant 
duration of the human lifespan, but 
for just how long is still up for de-
bate. Every year, new variants of the 
fl u virus emerge on a global scale. 
As a consequence, new fl u vaccines 
are released annually to counter 
the most common threats. Infl uen-
za is broken up into variants, from 
which independent strains are then 
identifi ed. According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, the most 
typical vaccines protect individu-
als against three particular variants 
of the infl uenza virus: two variants 
of infl uenza A, H3N2 and H1N1, as 
well as one variant of infl uenza B. 
Th e exact eff ectiveness of the vac-
cine varies from year to year, with 
the vaccines’ effi  ciency reliant on a 
plethora of variables. 
Th e researchers of the study de-
cided to target variants of the H3N2 
infl uenza strain as it is the most 
predominant type. As noted in the 
literature, this is the only strain of 
infl uenza that has caused a pan-
demic at some point. Th is may lie 
with its high mutagenic nature. 
A total of nine infl uenza strains 
were tested for the study. Six older 
strains of infl uenza, from the 1960s 
to 2003, were used. Th e remain-
ing three strains were more recent, 
ranging from 2003 to 2008. 
Th e researchers recruited 151 
subjects situated in regions of 
southern China. Th ere was a wide 
age range for subjects in the study, 
with children, adults and elderly 
all involved in testing. Th e subjects 
were not re-infected with the vi-
ruses; such practices would never 
pass any ethical collegiate internal 
review board. Rather, subjects had 
blood samples taken and tested 
for forms of antibodies adapted 
to counter the diff erent infl uenza 
strains. Th e research team ana-
lyzed the contents of the patients’ 
blood, specifi cally searching for 
patterns regarding antibody com-
position and structure against dif-
ferent forms of the fl u. Th ey also 
searched for recurring patterns and 
traits shared by the antibodies of 
the subjects tested. 
Long-standing theories behind 
inoculation were also supported 
in the study, namely that recent in-
fection allows an immune “boost” 
against that particular viral strain 
for a certain time period should re-
infection occur. After said period, 
the body remains fairly resistant 
to that strain of virus for a lengthy 
time period, though not to the 
same extent as the initial “boost.”
Th e study also found that those 
inoculated against a certain form 
of infl uenza can become immune 
to not yet encountered but geneti-
cally similar, strains of the virus. 
Th is phenomenon is defi ned as 
cross-protection. However, cross-
protection ability was found to 
have a half-life of around 2.4 years 
thus limiting the protective abilities 
of antibodies against a wider array 
of infl uenza. 
Research pointed to children 
getting sick much more frequently 
than adults but with the rate of in-
fection decreasing with maturity. 
People in their young adult years 
were found to have the strongest 
resistance, with a wide variety of 
antibodies and a high level of cross-
protection. By age 30, subjects were 
found to get sick with infl uenza at 
a rate of around twice per decade. 
Th e scientists did mention that 
future studies would be needed to 
analyze global trends with infl uen-
za infection data; though, the cur-
rent study is still likely to hold some 
validity on a global scale. Th e re-
searchers also mentioned that they 
had a shortage of younger partici-
pants, so they were not able to track 
the spread of similar fl u variants 
throughout the adolescent demo-
graphic. Th e researchers noted that 
the rate of infection might be hard 
to observe under real-world condi-
tions. Part of this would have to do 
with how individuals identify sick-
ness. Due to the varying strength 
of immune systems and antibod-
ies, the same virus may cause one 
person to experience a full array of 
debilitating symptoms and another 
to experience nothing more than 
minor discomfort. 
Flu infection rates and the extent of immunization analyzed 
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER 
Inﬂ uenza is easily spread through contact in closed spaces, like public transportation, classrooms and packed elevators. 
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Qubit states maintained
With the recent trend of last-
generation games being ported 
over to current-generation con-
soles, it is no surprise that Dying 
Light feels very similar to Dead 
Island, especially since the games 
come from the same developer. 
Like Dead Island, Dying Light 
shares the same fi rst-person zom-
bie apocalypse gameplay with 
a very similar leveling, crafting, 
repairing and loot system. How-
ever, unlike Dead Island, there 
is a high emphasis on the new 
and improved parkour system. 
Th e system, with an added grap-
pling hook, allows players to fl ow 
through the environment. Th is free 
fl ow of movement lets the player 
to travel around the town with-
out being burdened by things like 
zombies and gravity.
Th is means that, unlike Dead 
Island, Dying Light is faster paced; 
it is not unusual for a large amount 
of the player’s time to be spent on 
top of roofs or radio towers while 
looking for items to sell back to 
various vendors. 
Alternatively, players can also 
fi nd items that allow them to craft 
and maintain unconventional 
weapons like electrifi ed knives, 
and homemade grenades. While 
such things may be considered 
overkill for normal zombies, even-
tually the typical cadre of special 
zombies appear. Th ese zombies’ 
abilities range from spitting acid 
and high damage tolerance to 
sneaky buggers that lurk around 
and pounce hapless victims in the 
dark. Of course, there are also hu-
man survivors that want to kill the 
player for various reasons, func-
tioning as an intermediary en-
emy of sorts that are more lethal 
than slow, dumb zombies but less 
threatening than the specials.
Unfortunately, like the majority 
of zombie games, Dying Light suf-
fers from a very cliched story. Play-
ers fi nd themselves in a city that 
has been overwhelmed by zom-
bies, trapped alongside friendly 
survivors who are barely capable 
of holding down small sections 
around the city while shady gov-
ernment agencies make shady de-
cisions. Meanwhile, the potential 
for a cure lurks in the backstory.
Furthermore, while the game-
play itself is somewhat unique 
among the crowd-zombie games, 
the objectives themselves inside 
the game are repetitive. Most 
quest lines revolve around the 
main character going to a certain 
location and fetching something 
for the ever-so-helpless survivors, 
clearing some area of the undead 
or even fl ipping a switch in the 
middle of a zombie-infested lo-
cale. As a result, character devel-
opment is pretty much nonexis-
tent, and by the end of the game, 
it would not be uncommon for 
the player to not know the main 
character’s name. 
Unfortunately, that is but one 
of the minor gripes the player may 
have with the game that holds back 
its own overall potential. Since 
there is a leveling system, the be-
ginning of the game may prove dif-
fi cult, especially compared to the 
mid- and end-game. Th e menus 
can be a bit overwhelming or con-
fusing to newcomers, and the lack 
of a fast travel system means that 
players will have to rely on the 
sometimes-clunky parkour system 
all the time even. Th ose who enjoy 
using guns to kill zombies may also 
be turned off  by the fact that like 
Dead Island, guns are much less 
common and much less effi  cient 
than improvised weapons. Th is 
leads to a somewhat low variety of 
options that boil down to whether 
or not the weapon in question cuts 
or smashes.
If gamers can overlook the mi-
nor annoyances that Dying Light 
may have, the game itself is fan-
tastic for those who like exploring 
the environs. Wandering around 
the city, players can fi nd survivors 
that need their help, loot a store 
for endless bags of valuable coff ee, 
break into a power station, climb 
a tower, compete with up to three 
other friends in small side quests 
and much more. But, unique to 
Dying Light’s multiplayer system 
is the inclusion of a player-con-
trolled zombie. Similar to games 
like Evolve, the game can quickly 
turn into a four-versus-one grudge 
match where the humans work to-
gether to weaken the enemy player 
before going in for the kill. Mean-
while, the super-powered zombie 
player has to try and interrupt the 
team of four while they are trying 
to complete some kind of task.
All in all, Dying Light is a game 
for those who liked Dead Island’s 
premise, or those who like to wan-
der around a small city while fi ght-
ing off  zombies and hostile sur-
vivors. Th e combat itself is quick, 
assuming that the player has been 
able to scavenge the right equip-
ment, of course, but can be hectic 
as well. Make no mistake, there is 
plenty to do in the city, if the player 
does not mind doing the same 
things over and over again.
Zombies versus parkour in Dying Light
ANSON CHAN
BY MIKHAIL MAKHOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 
Technology is evolving. As the 
desire for more complex devices 
capable of performing increas-
ingly intricate operations grows, 
quantum mechanics becomes in-
creasingly useful. 
Researchers from Google and 
the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, have discovered a way to 
make quantum computers more 
reliable by fi nding and rectifying 
its errors. Quantum computers 
execute calculations that require 
years for conventional personal 
computers in a matter of seconds. 
Current computers use bits, ba-
sic units of information in com-
puting and electronics, to store 
and utilize information. Bits can 
store information in two states, 
0 or 1. 
However, quantum computers 
use quantum bits, or qubits, that 
represent atoms, ions, photons 
or electrons that work together 
and act as computer memory and 
processor. Th ey can store informa-
tion in multiple states at the same 
time. In other words, they exist as 
0 and 1 simultaneously. Th is in-
creased data storage ability allows 
quantum computers to be more 
powerful and effi  cient than their 
conventional counterparts.
A bit can have four possible se-
quences: 00, 01, 10 and 11. A qu-
bit can store these four sequences 
at once. Th ese combinations 
are formed by reactions due to a 
concept in quantum mechanics 
known as superposition, the be-
havior of atoms and particles at 
the subatomic level. 
Entanglement is another con-
cept in quantum mechanics that is 
employed in quantum computers. 
When an atom is alone, it can ro-
tate in all directions. When an out-
side force is applied to a set of two 
atoms, they become entangled, or 
connected together, while stay-
ing physically distant at the same 
time. A disturbance between the 
entangled atoms causes the fi rst 
one to take one value, or spin, and 
the second one another. 
With qubits being so power-
ful, there is a reason why they are 
hard to implement successfully. 
A Business Insider article stated 
that qubits are incredibly unstable 
and can make multiple errors in 
their calculations. Th e complica-
tion lies in the qubits’ inability 
to remain in a singular structure 
long enough to run a singular 
calculation, due to the fact that a 
qubit may exist for only a fraction 
of a second. Moreover, in order 
to operate, qubits require a tem-
perature of absolute zero and a 
serene environment. 
As reported by Th e New York 
Times, researchers from the uni-
versity and Google were successful 
in designing an error-correction 
system that stabilized a system of 
nine qubits. Th ey did this by creat-
ing a grander system of qubits, “in 
which additional qubits were used 
to observe the state of the comput-
ing qubits without altering their 
state,” as stated in the article. 
According to spectrum.iee.
org, the research team is also de-
veloping a specifi c quantum error 
correction code called the surface 
code. Th e code takes the structure 
of qubits as checkerboard-like, 
consisting of “white” squares that 
represent the data qubits that per-
form the required calculations 
and “black” squares, monitoring 
qubits that detect errors in the 
“white” qubits.
Th ese breakthroughs can 
make quantum computers a re-
ality in the future if thousands of 
qubits can be connected success-
fully and the chances of errors 
minimized.
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BY YING LI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Bionic limb attachments have 
taken a new leap forward due to 
the research of Professor Oskar 
Aszmann, director of the Christian 
Doppler Laboratory for Restoration 
of Extremity Function at the Medi-
cal University of Vienna and engi-
neers from the Department of Neu-
rorehabilitation Engineering at the 
University Medical Center Goettin-
gen, Germany. Together, they have 
developed a new robotic prosthetic 
hand that can be controlled by 
the mind. Th e new hand has been 
tested on three Austrian men who 
suff ered brachial plexus injuries. 
Th e process and experiences with 
the bionic arm are recorded in the 
academic journal, Th e Lancet.
Th e brachial plexus is a lengthy 
network of nerves that connects the 
spine to the arm and hand. Brachi-
al plexus injuries occur when these 
nerves are excessively stretched, 
compressed or torn. As Mayo 
Clinic discusses, these injuries are 
often result from high-speed colli-
sions, such as those that occur in 
high contact sports like football. 
Because of the nature of the nerves 
and the severe damage, it is a 
challenge to repair them. 
As Aszmann described, “Bra-
chial plexus avulsion injuries rep-
resent an inner amputation, irre-
versibly separating the hand from 
neural control. Existing surgical 
techniques for such injuries are 
crude and ineff ective and result in 
poor hand function.”
Even after surgical transplanta-
tion of these nerves and muscles, 
there is no guarantee that the hand 
would regain its function. Aszmann 
stated, “Th ere are some nerve fi bers 
present, [but] is just not enough 
to make the hand alive. Th ey will 
never drive a hand, but they might 
drive a prosthetic hand.”
According to the research paper, 
there were several requirements 
for the operations prior to arm in-
stallation. Th ese requirements in-
cluded “useful shoulder and elbow 
function and at least two cogni-
tively separate electromyographic 
signals in the forearm.”
Th e three patients went through 
“bionic reconstruction,” a process 
that includes amputation of the 
original arm, transplantation of 
nerves and muscles, and therapy to 
connect and orient new electromy-
graphic signals to control the arm. 
According to newscientist.com, 
during the surgical procedures, the 
patients had muscles from their 
legs transplanted to the remaining 
nerve endings in their arms, in or-
der to boost electrical signal power. 
Note that each patient had a slight-
ly diff erent condition with regards 
to the conditions of their remain-
ing brachial plexus muscles and 
nerve connections; proper steps 
were taken to accommodate each 
patient.
Before the installment of the 
bionic arm, the three patients 
went through a screening pro-
cess that ascertained how much 
of their nerves and muscles could 
be saved. Afterward, all patients 
partook in an approximate nine-
month training to brace their bod-
ies and minds. Th e therapy con-
sisted of intensive training in order 
to acclimate to their new muscles. 
Th ey practiced with armbands 
with sensors that pick up electri-
cal signals. Th e patients learned 
to control the muscles in a virtual 
setting, later practicing commands 
with a hybrid arm attached to their 
dysfunctional arm. Once they mas-
tered these techniques, the dys-
functional arm was then replaced 
with a bionic arm. 
Th ree months after the opera-
tions, the three patients reported 
a better quality of life. For the fi rst 
time since their accident, the pa-
tients were able to accomplish ev-
eryday tasks using both hands. 
Milorad Marinkovic, one of the 
patients who went through the op-
eration, said, “I can do almost ev-
erything with it.” He also stated that 
the bionic hand felt as natural as 
using his biological hand. 
Bionic hand use is still some-
what rough when compared to an 
organic hand, but this develop-
ment enables patients to use both 
hands again. According to the 
study outcome, the bionic hand not 
only granted the ability to use both 
hands but also improved patient 
self-confi dence and enjoyment of 
human interactions. Th ese results 
encourage the researchers to pick 
patients with psychological harm 
as a result of their injury. 
Despite the positive results the 
bionic arm showed, there are some 
concerns. Dr. Simon Kay, who per-
formed the fi rst transplant in Brit-
ain, voiced some issues with the 
bionic arm. 
He stated that there are many 
ways the brain cannot capture the 
complexity of the full range of hu-
man neuromuscular commands. 
Marinkovic stated that even if he 
can do anything with the arm, “I 
just don’t have any feeling in it.”  
In a newscientist.com article, 
Aszmann said, “Th ere are about 
70,000 nerve fi bers to a normal 
hand, and the majority of these are 
sensory fi bers carrying hand-to-
brain information. Only 10 percent 
are motor fi bers.”
In a diff erent study, patients 
were given some feeling of touch by 
sending signals to the brain. Th ere 
are other bionic hands, but these 
are controlled through external 
means rather than through direct 
commands from the brain. 
Dustin Tyler of the Louis Stokes 
Veterans Aff airs Medical Center in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and his team are 
trying to develop a prosthetic arm 
that would not only be able to have 
a motor control but also allow the 
sense of touch. Th e current proto-
type uses wire to relay the informa-
tion, but developers are expecting 
the hand to be wireless in three to 
four years.
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The bionic arm greatly improves the quality of life for those who had lost the use of their arms due to brachial plexus damage.
Bionic arms are now controllable through neural interaction
Samsung’s cutting Edge
BY HAI YU
STAFF WRITER
At this year’s Mobile World 
Congress in Barcelona, Spain, 
Samsung unveiled the Galaxy S6 
and its curved twin the Galaxy S6 
Edge. Dressed in metal and Corn-
ing’s Gorilla Glass 4, Samsung has 
dramatically changed their fl ag-
ship smartphone, from the design 
to its processor. After Samsung 
and many consumers considered 
the S5 a letdown, the Galaxy S6 
comes jam packed with new tech 
in the hopes of outmatching Ap-
ple’s iPhone 6. 
Although they will go on sale 
starting on April 10, both the Gal-
axy S6 and S6s Edge have enjoyed 
record pre-orders. According to 
Th e Korea Times, “A top execu-
tive at a leading mobile carrier in 
Europe” stated that Samsung has 
already received 20 million total 
preorders from mobile carriers.
Th e S6 and S6 Edge both have 
new designs that look and feel sig-
nifi cantly diff erent from older Gal-
axy devices. Th e S6 and S6 Edge 
comes with the 14nm Exynos ap-
plication processor instead of the 
previous Qualcomm Snapdragon 
series, a novel memory stack, a 
new fast-charging battery and new 
display and camera capabilities.
In today’s market, a great cam-
era is vital to the success of any 
smartphone. Th e f/1.9 aperture on 
the rear camera is the highest on 
any mainstream fl agship’s device, 
and it is the big story of Samsung’s 
revamped camera. Th e higher ap-
erture makes it possible for the 
camera to capture more light and 
take brighter pictures, especially 
in low-light conditions. Follow-
ing the Note 4, the new Galaxy S6 
includes an optical image-stabi-
lization system and a new feature 
called object-tracking autofocus 
designed to keep photo targets in 
clear focus. Samsung has selfi e-
lovers covered with the front-
facing camera as well, which has 
been upgraded to a 5-megapixel 
camera from the S5’s 2-megapixel. 
Th e curved sides of the S6 Edge 
stem from a feature called People 
Edge, already found on the Note 
Edge. Th e feature allows users to 
see who is calling them even if the 
device is facedown.
Being the fi rst smartphones 
with Samsung Pay, the S6 and S6 
Edge off er a streamlined mobile 
payment service. Embedded in 
the S6 and S6 Edge is near-fi eld 
communication, magnetic secure 
transmission, and barcodes, mak-
ing the phones compatible to al-
most every point-of-sale register. 
Th e technology allows users to 
send their payment information 
electronically by either tapping 
the payment terminal or hovering 
the device near it. Th ese will also 
be the fi rst Galaxy phones to ship 
with Microsoft apps preloaded, 
such as OneDrive and Skype.
All four major U.S. carriers will 
carry both models while smaller 
carriers like Boost Mobile and 
MetroPCS will only off er the S6. 
Th e Galaxy S6 Edge will be priced 
higher than the standard S6, 
though Samsung has not revealed 
the price points for either device. 
Unfortunately, there are two 
major detractors that might not 
sit well with many loyal Galaxy us-
ers. Th e new phones will not have 
removable batteries, a feature that 
has been endemic to the Galaxy 
line. However, the S6 does come 
with wireless charging, and the 
battery can charge fully in “half the 
time of the iPhone 6.” On another 
note, while the entry-level models 
will come with 32GB of internal 
storage there is no expansion slot 
for additional storage. Th e Galaxy 
S6 Edge will ship with 32GB, 64GB 
or 128GB internal storage.
Study quantifies the toll of pollution 
BY YING LI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Gasoline costs, on average, 
about $2.50 per gallon, but this 
does not take into account the 
health and environment costs. 
Drew T. Shindell, professor of 
climate science at Duke Univer-
sity’s Nicholas School of the En-
vironment, stated that the prices 
of fossil fuels are not what they 
expected. Th e impact of these fos-
sil fuels “on climates and human 
health are much larger than what 
is previously realized.”
Taking into account the envi-
ronmental toll, Shindell fi gures 
that the price of gasoline would 
be $3.80 more than the average 
price now. Th e price of fossil fuel 
is much greater than what is pre-
dicted because of the damages 
it does. Th e price of natural fuel 
would be double, and electricity 
from coal would be four times as 
much. While the price of fossil fuel 
increases, the price of wind and 
solar power decreases.
Previously, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and other fed-
eral agencies tried to estimate the 
environmental damage by using 
the social cost of carbon (SCC). 
SCC estimates the damage to the 
environment that is caused by the 
slight increase of carbon emission. 
However, this does not encompass 
all the pollutants released into the 
environment. According to the 
EPA website, the SCC may actually 
underestimate climate damage.
In an article published in the 
academic publication Climate 
Change, Shindell proposed a new 
framework that is built on SCC. 
Th e social cost of atmospheric re-
lease (SCAR) expands the SCC to 
a broader range, encompassing 
more pollutants. 
Th e SCAR measures the health 
impact along with the climate 
damage that pollutants deal. Th e 
SCC only evaluates greenhouse 
gases like carbon. 
It does not take into consider-
ation pollutants that are short lived 
but have a large impact on the en-
vironment, such as methane, aero-
sols and longer living greenhouse 
gas like nitrous oxides. Using his 
methods and accounting for these 
additional gasses, Shindell found 
that the median cost of environ-
mental damage ranged from $27 to 
$107 per ton.
Shindell emphasized the im-
portance of reducing these emis-
sions. He stated that certain gases, 
such as methane, sulfur dioxide 
and black carbon, diff er from car-
bon dioxide because of their im-
pact. Th ese gases not only change 
the climate like carbon dioxide 
does but also lower air quality, 
impacting human health. 
Even though Shindell was able 
to broaden the SCC model, there 
are still many factors that were not 
accounted for. In his research pa-
per, Shindell listed some of these 
factors, including the eff ects of 
indoor pollution, nor more spe-
cifi c environmental issues like the 
eff ects acid rain and the loss of 
biodiversity. 
A diff erent study, published in 
Science magazine, brought up the 
idea of sustainability and empha-
sized current trends. Th is study 
takes into account a large array of 
environmental issues like extreme 
climate changes, the growing de-
mand for food, demand for re-
sources, energy and the spread of 
diseases. 
Th is research puts forth the idea 
that these issues are all related, 
thus introducing the concept of 
system integration.
System integration, as defi ned 
by the researchers, is a “holistic ap-
proach to integrating various com-
ponents of coupled human and 
natural system.” Th e researchers 
want to be able to use system in-
tegration to be able to understand 
the connection between humans 
and the environment to make 
more sustainable choices.
Th e SCAR model design by 
Shindell also takes into account 
the ultimate sustainability idea. 
In his paper, Shindell states that 
society as a whole can enjoy long-
term benefi ts from reducing the 
emissions of certain products of 
incomplete combustion and sul-
fur dioxide. In addition to benefi ts 
to the human health, reduction of 
these emissions can benefi t the 
ecosystem.
Shindell wrote that even though 
SCAR brings forth a lot of new dis-
coveries with regards to environ-
mental damage, it is still important 
for governments to reduce the use 
of harmful materials. 
Keeping in mind that humans 
prefer faster progress, he recom-
mended that governments fi rst fo-
cus on limiting the release of prod-
ucts of incomplete combustion 
and sulfur dioxide, two of the most 
harmful forms of air pollution. 
Shindell also stresses a reduction 
of carbon dioxide release, propos-
ing instead the use of renewable 
energy for transport and power 
purposes.
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Using his methods and accounting for these additional 
gases, Shindell found that the median cost of environmental 
damage ranged from $27 to $107 per ton. 
BY RALPH SCHNEIDER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Despite the recent New York 
weather indicating otherwise, it is 
spring training time, and there is 
baseball being played. With ma-
jor league teams like the New York 
Yankees and New York Mets suiting 
up in warmer weather states, so too 
have the Baruch College Bearcats.    
Earlier this month, the Bearcats 
traveled down to Fort Myers, Flori-
da, successfully escaping the frigid 
temperatures and seemingly end-
less snowfall that plagued New 
York this winter. 
Th at same weather was respon-
sible for the postponement of six of 
Baruch’s scheduled games, so the 
team was eager to begin playing. 
Under the Florida sun, they com-
peted in the Gene Cusic Collegiate 
Classic, a tournament designed 
to provide college teams with an 
opportunity to compete against 
one another before the start of the 
regular season.  
Th e Classic consisted of NCAA 
Division III teams from all over the 
country, including some from New 
York. If the Bearcats qualify for the 
NCAA Division III tournament this 
season, they will be sure to encoun-
ter some of the teams they faced 
during their Florida visit.  
Th e Bearcats fell just short of a 
spot in the tournament last year af-
ter being edged out by the Stevens 
Institute of Technology Ducks in 
the CUNYAC championship game. 
Th e Ducks automatically qualifi ed 
for the tournament with the win.  
Looking to achieve that goal 
this year, the Bearcats played their 
fi rst two games in a doubleheader 
on March 4 against Alvernia and 
Mitchell universities. 
First-year player and sopho-
more transfer student Cameron 
Kitt and star senior pitcher Paul 
Perez both had diffi  cult outings, 
giving up a combined 18 runs. Th is 
resulted in the Bearcats’ season 
getting off  to quite the rough start, 
as they dropped both games by the 
scores of 14-7 and 12-4.  
Th e next day, they were defeat-
ed by John Carroll University in an-
other diffi  cult game 12-2.  Some of 
the only highlights for the Bearcats 
throughout their fi rst three games 
were from sophomore infi elder 
Jasdeep Buttar, and junior catcher 
Nicholas LaForgia. Both players 
batted .500 during the stretch.  
Th e Bearcats bounced back 
nicely from their three losses with a 
sweep against Massachusetts’ Elms 
College. In game one of this dou-
bleheader, sophomore pitcher Jo-
seph Cali threw six strong innings, 
only allowing two earned runs. On 
the off ensive side, four familiar fac-
es from the Bearcats’ previous sea-
son contributed in a big way. 
Junior infi elder Matthew Bal-
lone and senior third baseman 
Eric Ulino each drove in a run. Th e 
Bearcats were leading 3-2 in a close 
game going into the sixth inning 
when two other notable standouts, 
junior outfi elder Angel Tejeda and 
senior infi elder Zachary Uher gave 
the team a more comfortable lead. 
Tejeda had an RBI double in the 
sixth, and Uher connected on two 
RBI triples. Coupled with another 
productive inning from Ulino, who 
singled home another two runs, 
the Bearcats forged ahead 8-2. 
Th ey claimed their fi rst victory by 
a score of 8-4. Matthew Fazio stole 
the show in the second game.  Th e 
sophomore pitcher worked a com-
plete game shutout, allowing just 
two hits while striking out seven 
batters. Aided by an RBI single from 
Buttar, and a home run by Uher, 
Baruch won their second game of 
the season 2-0.     
With the Bearcats’ record in 
Florida standing at 2-3, the team 
looked to end their trip with a win-
ning record. Th e Bearcats played in 
another doubleheader on Sunday 
facing Gettysburg College. Perez 
was back on the mound for Baruch 
and appeared to be back to his old 
form, pitching a seven-inning, sev-
en-hit shutout. Th e Bearcats were 
able to eek out a run with a Buttar 
single, scoring Ballone and extend-
ing their winning streak to three 
with a 1-0 victory.  
However, the streak ended 
there, as the Bearcats were shut out 
4-0 in the second game that day. 
Th e Bearcats’ fi nal game in Florida 
against Th iel College did not end 
well for either team. 
Although the Bearcats scored 
the game’s fi rst two runs, Th iel re-
sponded with 13 runs of their own, 
12 of which came off  of Bearcat 
pitchers Dan Daley and Uher. Bal-
lone had an RBI single in the eighth 
inning, but Baruch still suff ered a 
13-3 loss.
Th e Bearcats’ record now stands 
at 3-6 after competing in nine 
games in Florida. It is important 
to note that the games that were 
played there count towards the 
Bearcats’ overall record. 
However, it is the CUNYAC divi-
sional wins that will be considered 
for the CUNYAC tournament. In 
the event of a tie, the overall record 
will be used as a tiebreaker, which 
includes the Florida games.  
Th e Bearcats will be the fi rst to 
play baseball at their home fi eld, 
MCU Park, this season as they are 
scheduled to face William Paterson 
University on March 12.  
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Senior pitcher Paul Perez helped the Bearcats outlast Gettysburg for their second win of the season. Perez did not allow any runs 
through seven innings in the game and ﬁ nished the Florida Classic allowing only six earned runs.
Bearcats notch three victories in nine matchups to start the season
Sports
Bearcats finish season after tough first and second round loss 
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER 
On March 6 the Baruch College 
men’s basketball team traveled to 
Babson Park, Massachusetts, and 
the women’s basketball team trav-
eled to Scranton, Pennsylvania, to 
each play in their fi rst-round game 
of the NCAA Division III tourna-
ment. Th is was not unfamiliar ter-
ritory for the women’s team, which 
has qualifi ed for the tournament 
for their eighth consecutive year. 
Despite this feat, the team only ad-
vanced to the second round twice 
during this period. Th e Stevens 
Institute of Technology Ducks was 
the favorite against the Bearcats en-
tering the match in the fi rst round, 
but the Bearcats played smart bas-
ketball and proved with a solid vic-
tory that they were just as deserving 
as any other team to be there. 
In the second round, the wom-
en’s team played Eastern Connecti-
cut State University Warriors. Al-
though they lost 71-62, the Bearcats 
played a remarkable season and 
for Iyana Abrams it was a historic 
night. Abrams scored her 1,000th 
career point in the game and joined 
her current teammates, Sheridan 
Taylor and Francess Henry to be on 
the women’s top-15 all-time scor-
ers list for Baruch; Taylor and Hen-
ry also scored their 1000th career 
point earlier in the season. 
Th e men’s team also returned 
to the NCAA tournament after de-
feating the Brooklyn Bulldogs in 
the CUNYAC tournament fi nals. 
Th is is their fourth appearance in 
the tournament and their fi rst since 
2009. Th e men’s team was unable 
to secure a victory against the Uni-
versity of Scranton Royals and was 
eliminated after the fi rst round. Th e 
men’s team played competitively 
in the game as they had been doing 
so all season and fi nally capped off  
their year with an impressive 21-7 
overall record.
Th e women’s basketball team 
continued their early game blow-
outs in their match against the 
Ducks. Veronica Ganzi drilled a 
three to start a 21-0 run, which led 
to a 20-point lead midway through 
the fi rst half. Th e Ducks were able 
to cut that lead to nine by the end 
of the half, and the score was 36-25. 
Francess Henry led the Bearcats 
with 17 points on 7-of-10 shooting 
and added fi ve assists. 
In the second half, the Ducks 
changed up their game plan and 
tried to use their range to cut the 
defi cit; they took 17 three pointers 
compared to just three attempts 
in the fi rst half. However, despite 
the number of attempts, the Ducks 
were unable to knock down their 
shots and fi nished only 2-of-17 
beyond the arc in the second half. 
Th e Bearcats were able to convert 
a couple of clutch free throws to-
ward the end to win the game. Both 
teams scored 34 points in the sec-
ond half, but the Bearcats’ strong 
performance in the fi rst half helped 
them take the victory 70-59.
In the second round, their 
game against the Warriors was 
more competitive. Th e Bearcats 
struggled from the fi eld early in the 
game and fi nished the fi rst half hit-
ting 34.29 percent from the fi eld. 
Baruch was down seven points 
entering halftime but went on a 
20-6 run to start the second half 
and took a seven-point lead of their 
own, their largest in the game. 
Th e Bearcats were unable to get 
any production from the bench 
and gave up too many free throws 
to the Warriors. Th e Warriors had 
11 points from their own bench 
compared to the zero points con-
tributed by the Bearcats’s bench, 
and also converted 17-of-21 free 
throws. Th e Warriors out-rebound-
ed the Bearcats 42-27 and handed 
them their fi rst lost since Dec. 
28, 2014, to eliminate them from 
advancing in the tournament. 
Th e men’s basketball team also 
qualifi ed for the NCAA tournament 
after a thrilling double OT victory 
in the CUNYAC championships. 
Brian McMahon led the Bearcats 
with eight points in the fi rst half 
and fi nished with 10 in the game. 
Th e other Bearcats struggled early, 
and the team hit 33.3 percent from 
the fi eld in the fi rst half. 
Th e Bearcats were down 15 
points going into halftime, and it 
seemed like the Royals were going 
to run away with an easy victory. 
However, in the second half, the 
Bearcats went on a 27-13 run to cut 
the defi cit to fi ve points, and the 
score was 54-49 with 8:49 remain-
ing in the game. Granville Gittens 
fi nished with 11 points and seven 
rebounds, and Markoe scored a 
team-high 12 points. After Scran-
ton responded with a 7-2 run, both 
teams exchanged three-point plays 
and Scranton was up by 9 with 1:39 
left. Even though they were down 
throughout most of the game, the 
Bearcats played with resilience, 
and they outscored Scranton 40-35 
in the second half.
Although the season has come 
to an end, it is time for the Bearcats 
to put their tournament loss behind 
them and prepare for their next 
season to defend CUNYAC titles. 
Both teams have played an out-
standing season and have shown 
improvement year after year. 
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Senior guard Ryan Markoe (left) is shown dribbling upcourt, and senior forward Sheridan Taylor, posting up in their ﬁ rst round 
matchups in the NCAA Division III tournament. The women’s team picked up their third overall win in the tournament.
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
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“Wow!” was the word uttered 
across the NFL around 4 p.m on 
March 10, the offi  cial start to the 
2015-2016 season. All 32 teams 
were given a three-day grace period 
before the new year to have player 
representatives and management 
discuss potential deals, save ac-
tually putting pen to paper. Th at 
has not prevented ESPN’s Adam 
Schefter and his cohorts from 
reporting on allegedly massive 
agreements, which will reshape the 
NFL landscape.
Chip Kelly took a wrecking ball 
to the Philadelphia Eagles’ roster, 
sending premier running back 
LeSean McCoy to the Buff alo Bills 
for Kiko Alonso, the 2013 Defen-
sive Rookie of the Year. Kelly is 
famous for his coaching system, 
which implements a high-octane 
off ense and emphasizes moving up 
the fi eld in short bursts. McCoy’s 
tantalizing elusiveness has fi lled 
highlight reels but too often re-
sulted in lateral runs netting short 
yardage. Replacing “Shady” will be 
Ryan Mathews.
Alonso, a former Oregon Duck 
under Kelly’s wing, was a stud his 
fi rst year in the NFL. His presence 
at the interior linebacker position 
will solidify a vulnerable Eagles de-
fense ranked 28th in yards allowed 
per game last season. Th is move 
alone was enough to stun Eagles’ 
fans and NFL experts, but Kelly did 
not stop there.
Many pundits anticipated Phil-
adelphia would select Kelly’s pupil 
Marcus Mariota in the upcoming 
NFL draft to take over the quar-
terback position, but the move to 
acquire Sam Bradford from the St. 
Louis Rams for Nick Foles nixes 
that assumption. An average tal-
ent when healthy, Bradford costs 
nearly $12 million more than Foles 
and has missed considerable play-
ing time on the injured-reserve list. 
Instead of stockpiling assets, the 
Eagles are gambling on two injury-
prone players to bring them their 
fi rst playoff  victory since 2008. 
Elsewhere in the NFL, Ndamu-
kong Suh took his talents to South 
Beach and agreed to a six-year con-
tract worth $114 million with the 
Dolphins. Suh brings his infamous 
ferocity to Miami, bolstering an 
already impressive defensive line. 
Suh leaves a playoff  team with of-
fensive stars like Calvin Johnson for 
another fringe contender lacking 
the necessary skill players to com-
pete with the Buff alo Bills and New 
England Patriots for the division. 
Speaking of New England, no 
team has won consecutive Super 
Bowls since their 2003-2005 cam-
paigns, and since then, that task 
has become much more daunting. 
Shane Vereen caught 11 passes 
against the Seahawks and was the 
Patriots’ change-of-pace back for 
years. Now he will suit up for New 
York this season as he has agreed to 
terms with the Giants. 
New England also released Dar-
relle Revis to save cap space, but it 
will hurt them on the fi eld. It stings 
twice as much when its your nem-
esis that snatches him. Revis has 
agreed to return to Gang Green as 
he signed a $70 million deal for fi ve 
years. It was a hefty sum, but the 
Jets were $50 million under the cap, 
and this was by far the best move 
they could have made. Not only 
will he instantly improve the Jets 
secondary, the weak link of their 
defense, but he is also a fan favorite 
and brings a champion’s mentality 
back to Metlife Stadium. 
New head coach Todd Bowles 
ran an aggressive defense in Ari-
zona, which ranked top-fi ve in blitz 
percentage and was predicated on 
stiff  man coverage from the corner-
backs and blitzing the quarterback. 
“Revis Island” is perfectly suited for 
the new coach looking to land the 
Jets in the playoff s.
Th e Seattle Seahawks, still reel-
ing from their devastating loss to 
the Patriots, have given Russell 
Wilson a bonafi de playmaker in 
the passing game with the shock-
ing exchange of center Max Unger 
for Saints tight end Jimmy Graham. 
Standing at a 6 feet 7 inches 
tall, 265 pounds, Graham has been 
a nightmare to cover and is con-
sidered the best receiving tight 
end in the NFL, second only to 
Rob Gronkowski. 
Resigning Marshawn Lynch 
secures the heart and soul of the 
league’s best rushing attack, and 
pairing him with Graham will force 
defenses to pick their poison. Se-
attle has been lauded for their 
punishing defense, but it is their 
off ense that is currently grabbing 
the headlines.
Transition and change is a 
constant in the NFL. Year to year, 
players, coaches and management 
rotate teams or simply fall out of 
the league. Even with an increased 
salary cap, franchises are forced to 
make tough decisions regarding 
favored veterans. Many skilled ath-
letes are on the move. Th e league 
year just kicked off , yet it has com-
pletely altered the composition of 
the NFL.
Wild NFL trade deadline reveals biggest winners and losers of 2015
After failing to win a spot in the playoﬀ s, Chip Kelly and the Eagles looked to rebuild their team by trading Lesean McCoy for Kiko 
Alonso. The defending Superbowl champs also traded star players, Shane Vereen and Darrelle Revis to New York teams.
WWW.PENNLIVE.COM WWW.WWW.HNGN.COM
WWW.PROACTIVESP.COM
BY PAUL JOH
STAFF WRITER
On March 7, Baruch College’s 
men’s volleyball team improved 
their record against CUNYAC ri-
vals to 8-1 after their multimatch 
road trip, facing CCNY Beavers and 
the Lehman Lightning. In the fi rst 
match of the doubleheader, Baruch 
swept CCNY with scores of 25-11, 
25-18 and 25-18. 
Later in the afternoon, the 
Bearcats cruised to another victory 
against Lehman College in three 
sets 25-21, 25-10 and 25-13. Al-
though Baruch has the best overall 
record in the CUNYAC standings, 
they continue to trail Hunter Col-
lege, the only team with a perfect 
record against CUNYAC rivals, by 
one game.
Senior middle blocker Chris 
Kalmis led the Bearcats against the 
Beavers with 13 kills and had a .765 
hitting percentage. Right behind 
him were fellow senior outside 
hitter Nick Smith and sophomore 
middle blocker Braden Carter. 
Smith and Carter combined to have 
12 kills and four blocks. 
Junior setter Scott Standring 
bounced back from a poor perfor-
mance at the Rutgers Newark Tri 
Match and dished out 22 assists 
along with fi ve digs. Th e Bearcats 
played tough defensively to start 
the match and kept the Beavers to 
a -.208 hitting percentage while 
hitting .320 themselves. 
Th e Bearcats also had a 10-2 
edge in blocks in the fi rst set. In 
the following set, the Beavers im-
proved their hitting percentage to 
.250, but it was not enough to over-
come the 12 kills and .292 hitting 
percentage by the Bearcats. In the 
fi nal set, the Bearcats and Beavers 
made four errors and had 11 kills 
each. Th e Beavers had the edge on 
the hitting percentage .250 to .206, 
but the Bearcats sealed the game 
after a couple of close saves and im-
pressive returns on the fi nal plays 
of the set.
In their second game of the 
day, the Bearcats took the fi rst set 
narrowly but were able to shut 
down the Lightning’s off ense in 
the following two sets to make it a 
convincing victory. Smith led the 
team with 12 kills, fi ve blocks and 
six digs. Kalmis displayed another 
strong performance with 10 kills 
and six blocks. 
Th e Bearcats got off  to a slow 
start with a .148 hitting percentage 
and six errors but made up for it 
by hitting .571 percent in the sec-
ond set with zero errors. Standring 
sat out in the game and junior set-
ter Brian Coniglio took the starting 
role. Coniglio fi nished with 30 as-
sists for the second time this sea-
son and matched his season high 
in assists. 
In the fi nal set, the Bearcats 
were able to top their remarkable 
previous set with 15 kills and a .591 
hitting percentage. Th e Bearcats 
fi nished the game with an over-
whelming 13.5-to-1.5 advantage in 
blocks and 37-to-22 in kills.
Baruch has now swept their last 
fi ve CUNYAC opponents including 
eight of their last nine. Th eir only 
loss was from a matchup against 
Hunter, which Baruch lost in a gru-
eling fi ve sets. Th e Bearcats have a 
rematch with Hunter on March 31 
and, with a win hope to regain their 
top position in the conference.
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
Senior outside hitter Nick Smith matched his season high with ﬁ ve blocks in the 
second match of the doubleheader against the Lehman Lighting.
Bearcats sweep CUNYAC multimatch
OMER SEMAN
BY FREDDY CICCHETTI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e 2015 NHL trade deadline 
distinguished the pretenders and 
contenders. But forget the pre-
tenders, we will see them on draft 
day. Expiring contracts, rebuilding 
clubs, and ambitious general man-
agers made this deadline one for 
the ages.    
Th e 2015 NHL deadline block-
buster deal saw the off ensively 
gifted defenseman Keith Yandle 
traded to the Eastern Conference 
Champion New York Rangers for 
a promising prospect in Anthony 
Duclair alongside valuable fi rst and 
second-round picks. Yandle solidi-
fi es New York’s defense as the best 
in the East. If defense wins champi-
onships, and if Rick Nash can prove 
he is worth a damn in postseason 
action, the Rangers look good to 
hoist Lord Stanley.
Th e Chicago Hawks also made 
some big moves replacing the in-
jured Patrick Kane with center An-
toine Vermette and defenseman 
Kimmo Timonen. Vermette, the 
veteran center man, who plays a 
two-game, wins faceoff s and has 
some solid playoff  credentials, 
could fi t in well with a team that will 
unquestionably lift his off ensive 
production. Vermette has some 
big shoes to fi ll, replacing a two-
time Stanley Cup-winning center 
man who ended the franchise’s 50-
year Stanley Cup drought with his 
overtime heroics. 
Th e Blue Jackets moved the of-
fensively gifted defensemen, James 
Wisniewski, along with his big con-
tract to the Ducks. Often injured 
and frequently suspect to defensive 
shortcomings, the power play spe-
cialist is heading to Anaheim for 
the second time in his professional 
career. Anaheim is poised to take 
a run at Lord Stanley’s Cup. If the 
“Wiz Kid” can produce to his best 
abilities the Ducks appear deadly.
Th e New York Islanders looked 
to add depth to their team with 
the addition of centers Dustin Jef-
frey and Tyler Kennedy, and with 
guard Neuvirth Depth at the center 
position combined with outstand-
ing goaltending are postseason-
success prerequisites. Islanders 
starting goalie Jaro Halak has al-
ready broke the team’s record of 
wins in a season, previously held 
by legend Billy Smith during the 
Islanders’ glory days in the 1980s. 
He will need a breather as the Is-
landers plan on winning a few 
playoff  rounds. Welcome aboard 
to a more than capable backup in 
Michael Neuvirth.
As for Detroit, the Red Wings 
added old veterans, left wing Erik 
Cole and defenseman Marek 
Zidlicky. In his 15th NHL season, 
spanning four teams, Cole has 
consistently put up points. Stars 
general manager Jim Nill said, “I’ve 
been watching Erik play now for 
the last, probably 12, 13 years and 
this might have been one of his best 
years he’s had. 
He’s been a big part of our team.” 
Th e Detroit cup-window is near 
closing with the “core four,” aging 
stars manning the fort. In return, 
the wings uncharacteristically sur-
rendered two Swedish draft pros-
pects. It seems a new “core four” of 
late-round draft picks is the future 
of Detroit. 
Curtis Glencross was another 
big left wing who was part of a trade 
that dealt him east to Washington. 
Th e gritty 31-year old winger has 
been averaging nearly 35 points 
a season in his seven-year tenure 
with the Flames. His time on the ice 
has waned to under 15 minutes per 
game over the most recent 10. Th e 
Washington Capitals valued him 
highly exchanging him for a sec-
ond- and third-round pick in 2015. 
Th e addition will be worth a watch 
on a veteran, character-rooted 
Eastern contender.
In the fi nal hours before the 
NHL trade deadline, Minnesota 
added right wing Chris Stewart. 
His physical presence and off en-
sive production are playoff -quality 
traits his previous team, the strug-
gling Sabres, needed to trim for 
draft picks. Minnesota’s additions 
of Stewart and Jordan Leopold, a 
depth defenseman, will hopefully 
stamp the Wild as a playoff  team, as 
scary California clubs are right on 
their tail to squeeze into the West-
ern Conference playoff  picture.
Th e Bruins also acquired right 
wing Brett Connolly and center 
Max Talbot. Injuries and miscalcu-
lated trades have crippled a Bruins 
team that has been to the cup fi nals 
twice in the most recent fi ve years, 
winning it all in 2011. Th e Bruins 
are hoping they can fi nd a hidden 
gem in Connolly, the sixth overall 
pick in 2010, eager for a fresh start. 
It is not the smash-hit trade Boston 
fans expected by any stretch. Bot-
tom six center man Talbot, a proven 
winner, may not have the ability to 
energize an old locker room 60-
plus games into the season.
Th e Florida Panthers added Hall 
of Famer right wing Jaromir Jagr. 
Young NHL players love Jagr; he 
won two Stanley Cups before many 
of them were born. Incredible work 
ethic, on-ice execution, leadership 
and elite hockey IQ are just some 
of the things Jagr brings to a young 
and promising Florida team. Th e 
Panthers have plenty of picks and 
are two points shy of obtaining a 
Wild Card spot in the Eastern Con-
ference playoff  picture. If Florida 
can squeak in, the sole experience 
of playoff  hockey will do won-
ders for their young talent under 
Jagr’s tutelage.
In Los Angeles, the Kings added 
defenseman Andrej Sekara. Th e 
Kings are hungry to achieve dynas-
ty status under their current ros-
ters, seeking a third Cup in a span 
of under six years. Sekera brings ex-
perience, mobility and strength to a 
defensive core steered by defensive 
elite Drew Doughty. Th e Kings are 
three points outside a playoff  spot 
with 20 games remaining. If the 
defending champs can get in, all 
bets are off . Th ey are contenders, 
even favorites. 
Veteran defensemen cross conferences during NHL trade deadline
Only three months left for New 
York Knicks fans’ nightmare to 
end. Th e Knicks are in last place 
in the Eastern Division and have 
the worst record in the NBA with 
12 wins and 49 losses. Carmelo 
Anthony has also been shut down 
for the rest of the season after 
tweaking his left knee. 
Th e Knicks got rid of players that 
were over the Knicks cap space; 
the Knicks bought out the rest of 
Amar’e Stoudemire’s contract, in 
which he was owed $23.4 million. 
Th ey also traded J.R Smith and 
Iman Shumpert for Lou Amund-
son, Alex Kirk, Lance Th omas and 
a 2019 second round draft pick. 
Point guard Pablo Prigioni was sent 
to the Rockets for Alexy Sheved and 
two second-round picks in 2017 
and 2019. Th e Knicks clearly made 
a statement during the trading 
deadline: it is time to rebuild again. 
With March Madness around 
corner, the Knicks are defi nitely 
keeping an eye on this year’s draft 
prospects. Th e Knicks are likely to 
get one pick in the top fi ve for the 
2015 NBA draft, the last time the 
Knicks had the fi rst pick was in the 
1985 draft. When they picked NBA 
legend Patrick Ewing from George-
town and never looked back. Ewing 
is one of the best Knicks players of 
all time. 
Th is year in the NCAA, Duke, 
Kentucky, Virgina and Arizona 
are the top teams in the rankings. 
Many have eyes on Duke freshman 
center Jahlil Okafor. In 25 games 
he accumulated 101 off ensive re-
bounds, 131 defense rebounds 
and 40 blocks, and he averaged 17 
points a game. 
Anthony has always stated the 
importance of having a point guard 
on the team. Ohio State freshman 
D’Angelo Rusell may be the future 
Knicks point guard. In 30 games 
played, he has 156 assists, 173 re-
bounds, 49 steals and an average of 
19.3 points per game. 
Emmanuel Mudiay is also a 
great candidate for the position. 
Instead of playing  college level 
basketball in the United States, 
Mudiay went overseas and signed 
a $1.2 million, one-year contract 
for the Guangdong Southern Tigers 
in China. He only played 10 games 
because of an ankle injury but aver-
aged 17.7 points, six rebounds, and 
six assists per game. Many question 
his health, but Mudiay has proven 
he is NBA ready. 
Th e free agency class of 2015 
will be interesting. Th e Knicks have 
the cap space to get big free agent 
players to come to New York. One 
of those players is LaMarcus Al-
dridge. It is no question Aldridge 
is ready to play on a bigger stage 
after many years of playing for the 
Portland Trailblazers, but some 
question his health. 
Aldridge was injured for the 
beginning of his career but man-
aged to become one of the stron-
gest power forwards in the Western 
Conference, averaging 10 rebounds 
and 23 points per game.
Rajon Rondo is also on the 
Knicks radar. Rondo was recently 
traded from the Celtics to the Mav-
ericks and is already having trouble 
with the head coach. Rondo and 
Dallas head coach Rick Carlisle re-
cently had a shouting match on the 
sidelines resulting in Rondo being 
benched for a game. 
His production has decreased 
since joining the Mavericks. He  av-
eraged six assists, nine points and 
four rebounds per game. Back in 
2013, it was reported that Anthony 
wanted Rondo on the team. Th ere 
is the chance Anthony’s wish could 
come true if Dallas does not resign 
Rondo after this season. 
Another free agent possibility 
for the Knicks is Marc Gasol. Th e 
center averaged eight blocks, three 
assists and 18 points per game. De-
spite having a good basketball ca-
reer in Memphis, his older brother 
Pau Gasol has overshadowed Marc. 
Pau started his NBA career as a 
Memphis Grizzles as well, but then 
left to join the Lakers and won two 
NBA championships there. Many 
wonder if Marc would do the same 
and leave his team for a bigger stage 
as it is reported the Lakers and the 
Knicks are the ones most interested 
in acquiring Gasol.
 If the Knicks were not to acquire 
one of those free agents in 2015, 
they could look forward to 2016, 
as one of the biggest superstars in 
the NBA, Kevin Durant, may be a 
free agent if he were to opt out of 
his current contract with the Okla-
homa City Th under. Durant has 
been loyal to the Th under, but will 
the Th under pay for Durant’s ser-
vices now that Russell Westbrook is 
having an MVP-type season? 
Westbrook is averaging 27 
points and eight assists in 48 games 
this season while Durant has been 
injured on and off . According to 
Sports Illustrated online, Durant’s 
contract could be worth $200 mil-
lion. Oklahoma is considered a 
small-market team and may not 
be willing to go over the salary cap 
to pay luxury taxes for Durant and 
Westbrook. It is reported the Knicks 
and the Washington Wizards 
could be potential destinations 
for Durant. 
Th is season is considered one 
of the worst seasons in Knicks-
franchise history, but the bright 
side is that the Knicks are offi  -
cially rebuilding. Phil Jackson is 
cleaning house and is not afraid to 
trade players like Shumpert, who 
was considered a mainstay for the 
Knicks. Th e NBA draft on June 25 
and the month of July, when teams 
can sign players, will be important 
days for the Knicks. Th ere is hope 
on the other side.
Knicks begin rebuilding phase halfway through their season
WWW.SPORTSTALKFLORIDA.COM
After signing a ﬁ ve year max contract. Carmelo Anthony has only played in 40 games after getting injured midway through the 
season. Phil Jackson has already made some moves to rebuild the team to help his superstar when he gets back on court.
WWW. THEINSCRIBERMAG.COM
Defenseman Keith Yandle was traded to Eastern Conference Champion New York Rangers for one of the biggest suprises from 
the NHL trade deadline. He formerly played for the Arizona Cardinals and traded for Anthony Duclair and a couple of draft picks.
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FINANCIAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Financial Leadership Program is a pre-professional training and development program for high-achieving 
ﬁ nance students at Baruch College. The program focuses on developing the students’ knowledge of MS Excel, 
ﬁ nancial modeling and valuation, and understanding of and appreciation for current issues in ﬁ nance. FLP par-
ticipants receive career management and professional advisement on business writing, professional etiquette, 
interviewing and other career related skills. Participants also gain access to networking events, a deeper under-
standing of various career paths in ﬁ nance, and the conﬁ dence to pursue and secure competitive ﬁ nance posi-
tions. Recruiting for FLP takes place during the spring semester and is open to sophomores who have an interest 
in ﬁ nance and a minimum 3.5 GPA. Please visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/careers for details.
Take an opportunity to step outside your comfort zone. Check out a student club, develop a new 
skill or reach out to the professional you met a while ago even if it makes you nervous. It may just 
surprise you what rewards you get from taking a risk. 
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center
baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
MASTERING THE JOB INTERVIEWBASIC
March 16 I 1-3 p.m. I VC 2-190
Learn steps to follow before, during and after the interview to increase 
your chances of landing the job you want.
NETWORKING 101
March 17 I 2:30-4 p.m. I VC 2-190
Develop the tools to nurture a network of professional contacts and tap 
into the hidden job market.
SMALL TALK PART 2: IT’S A BIG DEAL!
March 18 I 3-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Come to improve your communication skills and learn to make small 
talk in professional and social settings. Part 1 of a two-part series.
LINKEDIN 101: LINKEDIN PROFILE DEVELOPMENT
March 19 I 3-4:30 p.m. I VC 2-190
Did you know there are over 70 thousand Baruch alumni on LinkedIn? 
Come learn how to maximize your proﬁ le for job search and networking.
For a full listing of events and to RSVP, go to Starr Search.
*Oﬀ -campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar
An Introduction to Passport to Partnership
SPRING IN THE AIR
ACROSS
1. Hawaiian island
6. ___ opener
9. Actress ____ Perlman
13. Olympian Jesse _____
14. Fertility clinic stock
15. None of these good ones 
go unpunished?
16. Blood line
17. Grazing area
18. Expression of pirate’s 
displeasure
19. *Vacation destination
21. *Blooming tree
23. *Before it becomes one, 
corn is planted in spring
24. Computer solicitation
25. Communications org.
28. *Greek goddess of spring
30. Recipients of funds or 
beneﬁ ts
35. Diving bird
37. Kuwaiti, e.g.
39. Mother-of-pearl
40. Fairy tale opener
41. Overthrow by argument
43. Bygone days
44. Jasmine and Basmati
46. Extinct bird
47. Musher’s transport
48. Like lemon
50. Inquires
52. Driver’s license and 
SUMMER 2015 UNDERWRITING 
INTERNSHIP
Inroads is an international 
leadership development pro-
gram that provides underserved 
undergraduate college students 
with academic and career men-
toring, training and exposure 
to corporate America through 
paid summer internships. It is 
the nation’s largest nonproﬁ t 
source of paid internships for 
undergraduate, diverse youth. 
By providing the skills, support 
and network students need to 
obtain an internship at a top 
company, Inroads prepares stu-
dents to lead and contribute from 
the ﬁ rst day.  
There are three keys to success 
for Inroads students: selection, 
education and training, and per-
formance. For over four decades, 
Inroads has helped businesses 
gain greater access to diverse 
talent through continuous lead-
ership development of outstand-
ing ethnically diverse students 
and placement of those students 
in internships at many of North 
America’s top corporations, ﬁ rms 
and organizations.
To learn more and apply, log 
into STARR Search (Job ID # 71318).
Inroads (Paid)
passports, e.g.
53. Cooking fat
55. To this day
57. *Resurrection 
celebration
60. *”Spring _______, 
fall back”
64. Jamaican national fruit
65. Don’t waste
67. New World bird
68. A peddler who shouts to 
advertise
69. Lay down
70. Willow twig
71. Barrels or casks
72. Thrown in the Boston 
harbor
73. *Flower holder, often 
becomes visible in spring
DOWN
1. Baker’s unit
2. Military no-show
3. Agrippina’s slayer
4. Cavern
5. Old Testament prophet
6. Soft drink
7. “___ Maria”
8. Civil rights org.
9. Back of military formation
10. German mister
11. Avant-garde
12. *___ Wednesday
15. Demigod
20. Doom and gloom
22. Consumed or 
experienced
24. Seaworthy vessel
25. *Roman goddess of 
spring
26. Like a cone
27. Spherical bacteria
29. Ill-____ or unreﬁ ned
31. Thumbs-down votes
32. Food safety threat
33. Made a mistake
34. *Most need water
36. Financial aid criterion
38. *Signs of the season
42. Ginza locale
45. Kim to Kourtney, e.g.
49. Stage signal
51. Servomechanisms, for 
short
54. Do like Vesuvius
56. Unforeseen development
57. Shade of beige
58. Analogous
59. Gets the picture
60. Greek salad ingredient
61. Prima donna’s song
62. Fishing rod attachment
63. Mr. Uncool
64. College readiness 
assessment
66. Johnny Cash’s “A Boy 
Named ___”
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WHY YOU NEED EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE TO SUCCEED 
6-8 p.m. | VC 3-210 | Free
TRU VOICES NEW MUSICAL READING SERIES
7-9 p.m. | VC, BPAC | Free | Donation accepted
MON
16
INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
12:40-2:15 p.m. | VC 10-155 | Free
SOFTBALL: BARUCH COLLEGE VS. BROOKLYN COLLEGE*
3 p.m. | Randall’s Island, Field No. 35 | Free
TUES
17
ISO CHAMPION LEAGUE FEISTA
3-6 p.m. | VC 3-240 | Free 
COWORKING AT THE FIELD CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP
5-8 p.m. | VC 2-140 | Free
WED
18
POP UP MAKERSPACE
12:30-3 p.m. | VC 2-140 | Free
ENCOMPASS NEW OPERA THEATRE PRESENTS: “PARADIGM SHIFTS”
7 p.m. | VC, Engelman Recital Hall | $25/$35/$50 
THURS
19
ASCEND LEGACY PROGRAM
6-9 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
FILM: UNA NOCHE
6-9 p.m. | VC 5-160 | Free
FRI
20
MEN’S TENNIS: BARUCH COLLEGE VS. PENN STATE ABINGTON*
Noon | U.S. National Tennis Center | Free
BASEBALL: BARUCH COLLEGE VS. THE COLLEGE AT OLD WESTBURY*
4 p.m. | Brooklyn MCU Park | Free
SAT
21
CHAMBER OPERA*
2 p.m. | Brooklyn College, Room 312 | Free
WINDOWS OF INSPIRATION*
Noon-5 p.m. | Queensborough Community College | Free
SUN
22
In Focus
TIP OF THE WEEK
Internship Cafe Peer Corner
Upcoming Events
Baruch Weekly
JOEY ALLGOOD | WWW.REALWEIRDART.COMStuff, I think
Career Spotlight
By Bhavik Patel
Peer for Career
As students enter sophomore 
and junior years, they tend to take a 
more aggressive approach to select-
ing a career path. The Passport to 
Partnership program is phenomenal 
for students who are looking to ex-
plore the accounting industry. The 
essential elements of the program 
can be obtained by students them-
selves through active participation. 
In other words, the amount of eﬀ ort 
you put into the program really de-
ﬁ nes what you will get out of it. 
P2P provides students with the 
tools needed to succeed in the ac-
counting industry. Many people 
get the wrong impression of ac-
counting, thinking that it is all about 
numbers. This is a very common 
misconception that the P2P pro-
gram addresses. Accountants deal 
with clients frequently, and this re-
quires a suﬃ  cient level of interper-
sonal skills, an area where P2P really 
helps students. 
By enrolling in the program, 
you will be able to not only gain 
knowledge about the accounting 
industry but you will also have the 
opportunity to develop the essen-
tial soft skills needed to succeed 
in an accounting career. By attend-
ing various workshops, networking 
events and company visits, students 
gain a large pool of resources and 
contacts to further their career 
aspirations. 
As a current member of P2P, I 
have enhanced my communica-
tion, time-management, and net-
working skills tremendously. It has 
helped me step out of my comfort 
zone, which is a major objective of 
the program. Overall, P2P will help 
you to move one step closer to your 
dream job. 
If you are an accounting student 
graduating in 2017 or 2018 and inter-
ested in P2P, feel free to contact Pro-
gram Manager Jennifer Rodgers at 
jennifer.rodgers@baruch.cuny.edu.
